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       At the April AGM the in-coming President 

for       Colin Adam was elected for the 2026-27 year, 

along with the      along with the full Committee and Support 

Officers      Officers. (See Page 4) 
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PROBUS CLUB OF PORT PHILLIP Inc. 
Chartered on 25 March, 1986,  Incorporated on 9 May, 1994 

 

This Probus Club meets at: 
Kew Golf Club, 120 Belford Road, East Kew 3102 

At 10:00 am, 2nd Tuesday in the Month (excepting January) 
 

The Club can be contacted by email at : portphillipprobus@gmail.com 

The Club’s web site details are: https://www.probusportphillip.org.au/ 
 

IMPORTANT DATES and TIMES in April, 2026 
 

  Deadline for Lunch Bookings  5.00 pm                    9th    April   page 8 

  Coffee and Fellowship   9.00 am                   14th April 

  March Meeting                 10:00 am   …..        14th April   page 7 

New President and Club Officials determined at AGM 
 

NEXT MEETING – Tuesday, 14th April, 2026 
 

At Kew Golf Club, 120 Belford Rd, Kew East. 3102  

 
 

 

Colin (left) is pictured with the retiring 

Secretary, Vaughan Beck, who chaired the 

meeting in the absence of the outgoing 

President, Frank Larkins 

mailto:cmadam@bigpond.com
mailto:ruthbunyan@bigpond.com
mailto:portphillipprobus@gmail.com
https://www.probusportphillip.org.au/
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This is my first Newsletter in my second term as your President. I 

wish to thank our membership for the privilege of acting as your 

President during the forthcoming year. I also thank our retiring 

President, Frank Larkins, and Secretary, Vaughan Beck, for their 

commitment and valuable contributions to our Club during the past 

year. 

 

During the 15th – 18th March we had an interesting and enjoyable 

Mini-Getaway visit to Cobram - very well organized by Miles 

Pierce and Don McAllister. We are grateful for the preparation 

work they both undertook, which ensured successful and  

interesting visits and opportunities for companionship.  

 

I was unable to be with you at Cobram as some months ago I booked a trip on the historic 

“Southern Aurora” train - travelling through southern NSW - with two of my life-long Qld 

friends, both now with health challenges. We departed from Sydney, travelled south to Bowral 

and Goulburn, then on to Junee and the Railway Museum, Coolamon, Leeton, Temora 

(Aviation Museum), Orange, and back to Sydney via the Blue Mountains. It was an interesting 

trip and allowed me visit towns that I had previously only flown over, mostly as turn-points in 

gliding competitions. It was also interesting to see local initiatives thriving. At Coolamon, 

excess Riverina milk is converted to cheese at the Cheese Factory. At Whitton, several local 

families abandoned rice-growing for cotton some 15 years ago and established a successful 

cotton processing en(gin)e by importing state-of-the-art equipment from USA. Southern 

Cotton now exports processed cotton bales to Vietnam and India. At Temora the Lowy family 

(principally, son David) invested heavily in building new aircraft hangars and employed 

aircraft maintenance engineers to rebuild and refurbish several vintage RAAF aircraft. The 

collection includes De Havilland Tiger Moths, Supermarine Spitfires, Cessna Dragonfly, 

Lockheed Hudson, CA 27 Sabre, Gloster Meteor, DH 115 Vampire, English Electric Canberra 

bomber and the Australian designed CA 13 Boomerang and  CA 17 Wirraway – all restored to 

airworthy flight condition. This impressive collection is now managed by RAAF 100 

Squadron, relying heavily on local Temora volunteers. The museum also holds records of some 

27,000 Australian pilots trained between 1941 and 1945 at 12 Elementary Flying Training 

Schools in SW NSW, of which Temora was one. 

 

We will watch the prospects for our major Getaway visit to Canberra in November carefully 

and are still seeking Coordinators for this visit. Please discuss this with me if you are able to 

assist.  

Message from the President – Colin Adam 
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At the March meeting we accepted the recommendation of our Membership Committee to 

welcome Barbara Grant as a new member. Welcome, Barbara, we hope you enjoy the 

fellowship and developing friendships with our members. 

 

I need to draw to your attention the fact that we are still seeking a new Speakers’ Coordinator. 

I thank Margaret Hill for assisting me with suggestions from her term as Speaker Coordinator. 

Please consider whether you are available for this important role. I also wish to thank Ruth 

Bunyan for accepting the position as Secretary, and Ursula Tursky as our new Welfare 

(Almoner) / Wellbeing Reporter. We have a capable and committed Committee, and we owe 

them a debt of gratitude for their support.  

Colin Adam President 2026-27 

 

 

 

 

 

          

At the March Probus Meeting, 

Barbara Grant, (pictured here 

between her nominator, 

husband Graham Marshall 

(left) and the incoming 

President, Colin Adam), was 

inducted into the Port Phillip 

Probus Club. 

 

After an upbringing in Horsham and Bendigo (where she went to school) Barbara went to 

Monash University, followed up by post-graduate studies at Melbourne University, and 

became a teacher. Her teaching career lasted 40 years and concluded with ten years as Principal 

of Blackburn High School.  

 

After retirement Barbara has been an active volunteer with the Red Cross, in the Emergency 

Services area, the Migrant Services area and the Restoring Family Links program. She was 

also a Board Member of the Christ Church Grammar School, chair of its Risk Committee and 

member of its Finance Committee. She is a 50 year member of the Melbourne Cricket Club 

(MCC) and 30 year member of the Melbourne Football Club. 

 

Barbara has two children from an earlier marriage, and ten grandchildren, of whom the younger 

ones have kept her busy over the last 14 years. She is member of a Book Club and enjoys 

travel. 

New member inducted into the Port Phillip  

Probus Club – Barbara Grant 
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1. The joining fee for the Port Phillip Probus Club remains at $40. 

 

2. The Annual Subscription is to be increased by $10 from $50 to $60 

 

 

 

 

The following members were elected unopposed or appointed to the various positions 
as indicated below 
 

Committee Members - Office Bearers 
Position Elected Nominee 

President Colin Adam* 
Vice President Gail Smith* 
Honorary Secretary Ruth Bunyan* 
Honorary Treasurer John Frew 

 

Committee Members - Officers 
Position Elected Nominee 

Administration Barbara Fox 
Catering Jim Studebaker 
Main Getaway Vacant 
Speakers Vacant 
Visits Dedrie Green* 
Membership Russell Smith 
Immediate. Past President (ex 
officio) 

Frank Larkins 

 
Support Officers 

Position Appointed Nominee 
Website Manager Adrian Farrell 
Newsletter Editor Graham Marshall 
Coffee and Conversation Allan Brownrigg 
Photographic Membership 
Directory 

John Rankin 

Wellbeing (formerly Almoner) Ursula Tursky* 
Grants  Jim Green* 

 

*new appointments 

Key Decisions of the March Annual General Meeting 
 

Determination of Club Officials for 2026 - 27 
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The Annual Subscription (or “Subs”) for Members is $60.00 per annum (see decision of  

 

The Annual Subscription (or “Subs”) for Members is $60.00 per annum (see AGM decision 

above) and falls due on 1 April 2026. They are payable by all Members, excluding Life 

Members, conferred Non-Active Members and Associates 

 

If paying your Annual Subscription by cash at the Front Desk, please include $60.00 in a 

separate sealed envelope with your name and the word “Subs” on the envelope.  

If paying your Annual Subscription by Bank transfer, please keep the payment separate to 

any “Lunch” or “Morning Tea” payment and include your name and the word “Subs” on 

your bank entry. 

 

The Club’s Westpac Bank A/c is as follows:  

A/c Name: Probus Club of Port Phillip Inc. 

BSB: 033 058 

Account No: 750 921  

 

However, if you are paying your Annual Subscription by cash “over the counter” at a bank 

branch, your name will not show against the payment on the Club’s bank statement, so please 

call me or email me and let me know that you have made the deposit, otherwise we have no 

way of crediting you with having paid your Subscription.  

 

John Frew– Treasurer    Mob: 0407 210 441,  Email: frewjohn@bigpond.com 
 

 

 

 

 

Neil Pearce launched his history of the Probus Club 

of Port Phillip, 40 Years of Fellowship, at the 

March monthly meeting of the Club. The book will 

be available to be read on the Club’s web site 

https://www.probusportphillip.org.au/   

 
 
 
 

Enquires about the book should be address to Neil 

Pearce at 03 9818 2439 or 
neilrosemary.pearce@bigpond.com 

Annual Subscriptions Now Due 
 

 

Launch of 40 Years of Friendship – Neil Pearce 
 

 

 

Neil is pictured here holding his just released 40 Years 

of History book. 

mailto:frewjohn@bigpond.com
https://www.probusportphillip.org.au/
mailto:neilrosemary.pearce@bigpond.com
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As this Newsletter was being finalised we learnt of the 

death of club stalwart, John Hodder. Ian Webb has penned 

these words to recognise John’s life and his many 

contributions to this Probus Club (Ed) 

 

Sadly, we report the death of John Hodder and extend our 

sympathies to Angela and the family. A Mechanical 

Engineer, John spent most of his working life in the Middle 

East and the USA working in oil company process control 

management. On returning to Melbourne he was introduced 

to Probus by fellow Greenacres golfer the late Mark Norton 

and found it an excellent way to form new friendships. He 

was inducted into the club in 2005, was Treasurer in 2008, 

2009 and 2010, Secretary in 2012 and 2013, Vice-President 

in 2014, President in 2015, Committee member in 2016. 

 

 A keen caravaner, John initiated the mini-getaways, organising the first in 2012 at Bright; 

these events rapidly became popular and not only for the caravaners. He and Angela organised 

another mini-Getaway in 2017. Jazz enthusiasts, John and Angela were among the regular 

Probus attendees at the now-defunct Wangaratta Jazz Festival, and with the Schurmanns often 

went to the Hall’s Gap jazz events. 

 

He was a very deserving Life Member of our club and a great friend to many of us. 

 

Ian Webb Ph 0427 318 348 

(Adrian Farrrell has informed us that John’s funeral will be held on Tuesday 31st March,  

at the Immaculate Conception Church, Burwood Rd, Hawthorn at 2.30pm) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Death of Club Stalwart – John Hodder 
 

 

John Hodder is pictured here as 

he appeared at the March 2026 

Probus Meeting as the sponsor 

of Bill Somerville to Club 

membership. 

Newsletter Editor – Graham Marshall 

Mob: 0408 308 382    Email  graham.marshall8@icloud.com 

Please send copy for the next newsletter to Graham 

The Closing date for the May 2026 Newsletter is: –  

Thursday, April 16th  

(For further details see P 14) 
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Dr. Fiona Reilly is a senior paediatric emergency 

physician, writer, and a leading voice in the emerging field 

of Narrative Medicine in Australia. Working at the Royal 

Children's Hospital, she brings a unique perspective to 

healthcare, blending her medical expertise with a Master of 

Fine Arts and CPA (Columbia University) in Narrative 

Medicine. In 2025 she was awarded Australia’s first PhD in 

Narrative Medicine, focusing on the ethics and implications 

of storytelling in clinical experiences. Her writing has been 

published both nationally and internationally.  

 

Fiona is a pioneer in integrating Narrative Medicine into 

medical education in Australia and is committed to 

improving communication skills, self-reflection, and  

     empathy among medical students and healthcare 

professionals to combat burnout and enhance patient care. With colleague Dr Mariam Tokhi, 

she developed and launched the first Narrative Medicine subject at the University of 

Melbourne. In 2025, Fiona and Mariam launched the Australian Centre for Narrative 

Medicine, and continue to lead this growing academic field through scholarship and research 

collaborations. 

 

As a sought-after medical educator, Fiona has an extensive history of leadership and innovation 

in medical training, both nationally and internationally.  Her career includes collaborations in 

China and Pakistan, training nurses, medical students, junior doctors and fellow specialists in 

emergency skills. In 2017, she became the Director of Emergency Medicine Training at 

Queensland Children's Hospital, and now continues her work at the Royal Children's Hospital 

in Melbourne. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Speaker for the April Meeting – Dr. Fiona Reilly will speak on  
 

Narrative Medicine - a health innovation to benefit all of us 

 
 

 

Access our club website from anywhere in the world, at any time. 

https://www.probusportphillip.org.au/  Adrian Farrell - Webmaster 

 
 

https://www.probusportphillip.org.au/
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Meeting, Lunch & Tea/Coffee $50 pp.          Meeting & Tea/Coffee $10 

Tea/Coffee available pre and mid meeting. 

 

Meeting, Lunch & Tea/Coffee $50 pp.          Meeting & Tea/Coffee $10 

Tea/Coffee available pre and mid meeting. 

Lunch Menu 
 

Main Course 
Char grilled pork sirloin, sauteed Brussels sprouts, crispy bacon, potato compression, 

apple cider jus 
 

Dessert: 
White chocolate mousse, baked pear, chocolate soil and almond tuile 

 

Booking Arrangements:  Please contact me (Jim Studebaker) on 0413 304 864 or 

wjstudebaker48@gmail.com if you wish to attend lunch or just the meeting on March 11th. 

Booking (and payment) must be made no later than 5 pm Thursday April 9th.  

 

Payment arrangements: Payments by direct credit to the club's bank preferred. For the NEXT 

meeting, payment must be cleared into the Club's account no later than 5 pm Thursday April 

9th and make sure your name is included on the transfer. Please DO NOT pay before the 1st 

of the Month 

A/C name: “Probus Club of Port Phillip”, BSB: 033 058, A/C NO 750921 

If paying by cash or cheque, please place in an envelope clearly marked Lunch or Tea/Coffee 

and show your name and those of your attendees. The correct amount must be tendered as no 

change is given. Envelopes need to be prepared before arrival. Everyone who has paid will be 

given a table number and can request one for a guest. 

Jim Studebaker - Catering Officer Ph 0413 304 864  

wjstudebaker48@gmail.com 

 

 

  

Catering: April 14 Meeting 

 

 
 

mailto:wjstudebaker48@gmail.com
mailto:wjstudebaker48@gmail.com
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The mini getaway to Cobram in March followed a Club discussion late last year which 

proposed a return to a former model of a short trip away from Melbourne based on program 

flexibility, with only a few organised events and accommodation in self - contained cabins or 

caravans/tents. It proved to be a winning formula this time and should be continued in future. 

 

On the hot Sunday evening after we had all arrived at the Cobram RACV Resort, twenty-four 

of us gathered in a camp kitchen for pre-dinner drinks and snacks and an interesting talk by 

Miles Pierce on the Murray-Darling river system. After this enjoyable start, we all dispersed 

to BBQ sites, cabins or local restaurants for dinner. 

 

Monday morning saw us 

congregated under a grey sky in 

Yarrawonga to board the 

Paddle Steamer Cumberoona 

for a cruise and lunch on Lake 

Mulwala. Unfortunately, 

thanks to two rapid onset storm 

fronts, we didn’t get far and 

Captain Robbie tied up at a 

jetty on the other side of the  

lake till the storm abated whilst  

we enjoyed our roast chicken 

lunch (and occasional 

beverages) with a rainy view 

over the Lake.  

 

Tuesday was a free day and the 

group split up to engage in a 

range of different activities. 

Some visited Tocumwal and 

the very interesting Aviation 

Museum on the site of what had 

been the largest Air Force base 

during WWII. Others visited, 

variously, the Chrysties 

Museum; some of the local 

 

2026 Mini Getaway Report – Cobram RACV Resort March 2026 

 
 

 

(Above) Boarding the Cumberoona Paddle steamer on 

a dark and stormy day 

 
 

 

 

(Below) The Aviation Museum outside Tocumwal 
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wineries; the Big Strawberry produce store, or went shopping in Cobram, Tocumwal or 

 Yarrawonga. We joined 

up again in the evening 

for an enjoyable dinner 

and to say our farewells 

at the Riverside Hotel 

Bistro. 

 

We extend our 

considerable thanks to  

Don McAllister and 

Miles Pierce for 

organising the Getaway  

and coming up with  

engaging side visits for  

us such as the historic Byramine Homestead on the way to Cobram, the silo art along the way 

and possibly the Barmah Forest Heritage Centre in Nathalia on the way home.  

 

Report and Photos by John Rankin, Don McAllister and Miles Pierce 

 

 

 

 

The next Coffee and Conversation will be held at  

10.30 am Tuesday 28th April 2026   

at Rylands, 349 Riversdale Rd, Hawthorn East not far 

from Camberwell Junction and  on the route of the 70 and 75 trams.  

Please let Allan know if you are coming. Numbers are limited and coffee has to be 

ordered. Note Coffee and pastry is now $10.  

Allan Brownrigg,  C & C Coordinator: Ph 0420 401 310 or 03 9193 7785 

ambrownrigg@optusnet.com.au 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

The farewell dinner at the Riverside Hotel Bistro in Cobram 

Coffee and Conversation 

 

 
 

Wellbeing (Previously Almoner) 

Members who wish to inform the Club of the illness of themselves or of others,  

please contact; 
 

Ursula Tursky Ph 0429 459 759 or e-mail ursulatursky@gmail.com 

 
 

 

 
 

mailto:ambrownrigg@optusnet.com.au
mailto:ursulatursky@gmail.com
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10.30 am Tuesday 21 April 
 

Our April visit is to the Civil Aviation Historical Society & Airways Museum. The Museum 

houses a collection of national importance that traces the development of Australia's civil 

aviation airways system through innovation and technical development from its beginnings in 

the 1920s to today. The story is told through artefacts and photographs and illustrates how 

Australia has often played a leading role internationally in aviation development. 

Major areas covered in the museum include: 

 

• Air traffic services 

• Air/ground & ground/ground communications equipment 

• Radio navigation beacons & radar 

• Airport lighting & visual approach guidance 

• Flight calibration of navigation aids 

 

We have met our guide, who is looking forward to our visit. According to him, ‘We love 

Probus visits—always the most appreciative and stimulating visitors!’  

The cost will be $4 per head for each attendee. Coffee and tea with ‘bikkies’ will be 

provided. 

 

We’ll meet at 10:30 am at the museum entrance. 

 

The Museum is located at Essendon Airport, Melbourne, Victoria, at the rear of Building 44 

on the corner of Wirraway Road and Shaw Court. Enter via Edgar Johnston Lane. 

 

  

Museum Location And in more Detail 

 

The Museum itself is accessible by ramp. However, toilet facilities require the ability to climb 

stairs. The nearest ramp-accessible toilets are at the Passenger Terminal. 

 

April Visit – Airways Museum 
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Parking around the Airways Museum is subject to various restrictions. In addition to permit 

parking zones, there are ticketed places in the carpark immediately to the north of the Museum. 

There are also some free 2h and 12h parking spots on Wirraway Rd. There are no parking 

meters in the museum carpark. To pay, requires downloading the App ‘EasyPark’. All can be 

done on your mobile phone.  

 

The Museum is accessible by public transport from tram stop 57 on Matthews Avenue, Airport 

West route. Access via this route requires the climbing of a footbridge over the Tullamarine 

Freeway opposite Vaughan Rd. 

 

Lunch 

Lunch will be at the BASQ, very close to the museum. It is 500m away—a 7 minute walk. 

There is free parking available at the restaurant. 

  

Route from the Airways Museum to BASQ Inside BASQ 

 

Dedrie Green 2026-27 Visits Co-ordinator  Ph: 0407 093 124   Email: 

dedriegreen@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ursula’s Book Review “Empress of the Nile” by 

author Lynne Olson 

 
Imagine New York’s Metropolitan Museum of Art: Sun streaming 

through the glass ceiling onto an Egyptian temple, sitting there in 

sand, surrounded by sculptures. Struck by this sight, 26 years ago, 

we decided to travel to Egypt, where an incredible engineering feat  

 

Book Review – Empress of the Nile by Lynne Olson 

Reviewed by Ursula Tursky 

 
 
 

mailto:dedriegreen@gmail.com
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moved world heritage temples out of reach of the Aswan Dam. “Making the Mummies Dance” 

by the former director of the Metropolitan Museum of Art, Thomas Hoving, became an 

unforgettable autobiography! Hint, hint.... 

 

But today, let’s talk about “Empress of the Nile”, the amazing French archaeologist Christiane 

Desroches, who saved Egypt’s ancient temples from destruction. Born 1914, against all odds, 

she became an archaeologist, the Louvre’s curator of Egyptian antiquities and the Director of 

the Louvre School. Written by Lynne Olson, who drives for historic reflection of the day, it 

reveals much about politics, culture, human interaction or inaction, about worldwide 

networking, human skills and living conditions. Olson describes the young Desroches’ activity 

in the French Resistance, while at age 70 she was still digging in the Valley of the Queens, 

which she referred to as the Valley of the Children due to the number of child burials. She 

conversed with her workers in their own language, provided first aid and took an interest in 

their families. Yet, to shake bureaucrats and the political leaders into action, her 13 year long 

fight did not even save De Gaulle from her tongue lashings. “She could be a bit tyrannical.” 

The book is a tonic for our times and a reminder that one unstoppable woman can bend history 

to her will. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in the contributions section of the newsletter are 

entirely the responsibility of the individual author and do not necessarily represent 

the views of the Club or any member associated with the Club. On this 

understanding contributions are welcome from all members on a range of matters 

including film, art, literature, concerts, exhibitions, the arts generally, the sciences, 

travel, broad aspects of Australian and overseas culture, in fact any activity that might be 

of interest to other Probus members. (Ed) 

 
 
 

Newsletter Editor – Graham Marshall 

Mob: 0408 308 382    Email  graham.marshall8@icloud.com 

Please send copy for the next newsletter to Graham 

The Closing date for the May 2026 Newsletter is: –  

Thursday, April 16th 

 

N.B. The Editor is currently booked to fly to Europe on Friday April 24 back on 

Friday May 22 

To get the May Newsletter out before he leaves it is necessary to get all material in 

early. Could all contributors please co-operate with this timetable.  

The timetable for the June Newsletter will return to normal (closing date for material 

am Wednesday 29th May) 

 

 


