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FOREWORD 
 

The Probus Club of Port Phillip has a rich history spanning 40 years since its establishment in 

March 1986.  The present compilation by Neil Pearce updates and extends the previous works 

of John Willis to celebrate the first 20 years and by Mel Fleming to celebrate the next decade 

up to 30 years.  It is a sign of the continuing robustness of the Club that there has been such 

enthusiasm to commemorate the important milestones that have been achieved throughout the 

decades. 

 

Membership of a Probus Club can be life changing.  The themes of friendship, fellowship and 

intellectual stimulation have sustained the engagement of our members through four decades.  

 

While our club had a male-only membership for 33 years until 2019, from its inception women 

partners were always welcome, first as accompanying persons and then as associate members. 

The induction of women as full members since 10 September 2019 has been transformative. 

Women, as full members, have brought renewed vigour and enthusiasm for club activities to 

ensure that we are as strong and vibrant as we have ever been. 

 

The updated history by Neil Pearce provides an exceptional record of Club highlights, speakers, 

activities and office bearers.  It is an invaluable reference for present members and for those 

that follow us.  The newsletter has been a feature of the Club since its foundation, along with 

a photographic membership directory in various forms.   These publications in the pre-

computer age were tools central to maintaining connectivity between members. Now that we 

are in an electronic age, emails, a website and an online newsletter have further strengthened 

that connectivity.  It is only through the dedication of talented members that we have been able 

to embrace the changes in technology.  These developments are well captured in this history.  

 

I express the Club’s gratitude and our indebtedness to Neil Pearce for this outstanding 

comprehensive publication.  Neil has stood on the shoulders of past contributors and has gained 

valuable assistance for several present members.  Neil has appropriately acknowledged these 

people in the Preface. 

 

I trust that you will enjoy reading this history as much as I have done. 

 

 

 

Professor Emeritus Frank P. Larkins AM 

Probus Club of Port Phillip  

40th President 2025-2026 and President 2019 -2020  
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Past and present Presidents at the 40th Birthday Celebration 
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THE PROBUS CONCEPT 
 

Probus Clubs provide the opportunity for those who have retired to 

meet regularly, without pressure, and with minimum cost, in 

circumstances which provide new interests and new friends. 

 

They are autonomous, simple in structure, non-political, non-

sectarian, and non-fund raising. 

 

The Clubs are for those with professional, business and executive 

backgrounds and others who have had some measure of responsibility 

or achievement in any field of worthy endeavour.  They are for active 

members of the community, and for those no longer working full 

time, to join together in clubs for a new lease of life. 

 

Their basic purpose is to advance intellectual and cultural interests 

amongst adult persons; to provide regular opportunities to progress 

healthy minds and active bodies through social interaction and 

activities, expand interests and to enjoy the fellowship of new friends. 

 

Age is not a number but how you feel inside. 

 

Through planned activities and interest groups, Probus offers many 

member benefits to keep you young and provides opportunities to 

meet new friends. 

 

Probus is a community service activity of Rotary Clubs. 
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PREFACE 
 

The Probus Club of Port Phillip Inc. has its 40th birthday on 25 March, 2026. 
 

The fact that the Club has lasted 40 years is, in itself, remarkable, as many Probus Clubs have 

not lasted this long. 
 

Due to being able to maintain the high quality of our membership (a situation entirely in the 

hands of the inducted Members), the Probus Club of Port Phillip Inc. is maintaining its strength, 

and, to date, does not lack members willing to take on the various positions necessary for the 

smooth running of the Club. 
 

This document has been compiled to commemorate the 40 years that the Club has existed and 

represents an update of the document Mal Fleming produced in 2016 to mark our first 30 years. 
 

It was partly inspired by the existence of photographs of the earlier Presidents, Secretaries and 

Treasurers that were taken and preserved by the late Evan Hughes.  There are also albums of 

photos, mostly taken and mounted by Merrick Summers, of outings and Getaways.  This is one 

way of sharing some of these photos with the current Membership. 
 

It also draws heavily on the information presented in an earlier publication entitled “The First 

20 Years”, produced in 2006.  The bound volumes of every Newsletter since Foundation, a 

valuable legacy from John Willis, were a significant resource in preparation.  
 

Like the earlier documents, it is by no means an exhaustive historical treatise but it does attempt 

to tell of the Club’s foundation and of the significant events over the ensuing years. 
 

The existence of the photos allows the Presidents, Secretaries, Treasurers and others who have 

made a significant contribution to be highlighted: it is hoped they evoke some good memories. 
 

The Schedule of Members Inducted since Foundation (Appendix A) has been updated.  As at 

March 2026, 329 persons are listed.  The membership was quite stable until about 20 years 

ago, but as the average age has increased, so have the losses to illnesses and deaths.  Facilitated 

by the efforts of our Membership, new members are joining the Club, but a key driver since 

2019 has been the admission of women as members.  At present, the Club has 91 Members, 

including two Honorary Life Members, one Non-Active Life Member, five Non-Active 

Members, and six Associates (widows of past Members).  The Club’s membership limit of 100 

was not reached until the 12th year and it was revised to 150 in 2019, but this limit has not been 

approached.  If anyone knows of any omissions from the Schedule, please let me know. 
 

Two major contributors were the late Peter Carrigan, who produced the first 

draft of the Schedule of Office Bearers in 2006, and Neville Smith, who kept 

records of the Guest Speakers and the Visits.  The Walks Schedule was 

generated by a succession of Walks Coordinators and Mal Fleming. 
  

Assistance was generously given to Mal Fleming by Neville Smith, Tom 

Russell, David Sutherland and especially John Willis in reviewing the ‘30 

Year’ document.  For this ‘40 Year’ edition, I especially acknowledge the 

inputs of Russell Smith, John Rankin and Mal Fleming. 
 

Very special thanks also are due to our late Honorary Life Member, Evan 

Hughes, for his contribution of the photos.               Evan Hughes  

 

It is to be hoped that with the continued maintenance of the standard set by the Club and so 

obviously enjoyed by its Members, the Club will continue to thrive for many years to come. 

Neil Pearce    March, 2026 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

Origin of the word “Probus” 
 

 "PROBUS" is an abbreviation of the words "PROfessional" and "BUSiness". 

 

Probus Globally 
 

PROBUS is an international movement, initiated by Rotary, and developed from two main 

roots in Great Britain –the "CAMPUS" Club, founded by the Rotary Club of Welwyn Garden 

City in 1965, and the "PROBUS" Club founded by the Rotary Club of Caterham in 1966. 

 

Observant Members of Rotary noticed that once their members retired from their professions 

and also from their Rotary Clubs, they sometimes lost social contact with their work and Club 

colleagues, and frequently lapsed into states of loneliness and depression.  The Probus initiative 

was to give opportunity for these retired, but still mentally active, persons to continue to 

socialise with others in the same situation. 

  

The aim of Probus, then, is to provide regular meeting points for retired and semi-retired 

professional and business people and former executives of government and other organisations 

who appreciate and value, in their retirement, increased social contacts and opportunities to 

meet others in similar circumstances. 

 

The PROBUS name and emblem are registered under the Australian and New Zealand Trade 

Marks Acts.  They may be used only by Probus Clubs, Probus Associations and other bodies 

accredited by the Probus South Pacific Limited and they may not be used for any commercial 

purpose without the written approval of the Probus South Pacific Limited. To hold 

accreditation a Probus Club must have been sponsored by a Rotary Club. 
 

Probus in Australia 
 

50 years ago, the first Probus Club in Australia was established in 1976 at Hunters Hill, NSW, 

and was sponsored by the Rotary Club of that City.  Since then, 2751 Probus Clubs affiliated 

with Probus South Pacific Limited have been formed in Australia and New Zealand, although 

only 1449 of these still exist, including 1334 in Australia.  Once formed, each Club is 

autonomous and its affairs are managed by an elected Management Committee.  Initially 

Probus Clubs were Men’s Clubs, but now there also are both Ladies and Mixed Probus Clubs. 

  

A service and information Centre for Probus Clubs in Australia, New Zealand, South Pacific 

Islands and the Philippines was established in 1981 to assist in orderly growth.  Known as 

Probus South Pacific Limited and located in Parramatta, NSW, it publishes a quarterly 

magazine, "Active Retirees", and an annual "Directory of Probus Clubs". It has also issued a 

"Standard Constitution" which must be adopted by each Probus Club in order to hold 

accreditation. 

 

The first Probus Club in Victoria was the Probus Club of Balwyn, sponsored by the Rotary 

Club of Camberwell and founded in September, 1981.  The Probus Club of Port Phillip, formed 

in 1986, is now the 235th Probus Club still operating and ranks 31st within Victoria: a mark of 

our longevity.  It also stands at 508th among the Probus Clubs ever formed.  Within Melbourne, 

there are 220 Probus Clubs, while Victoria has seen 33 Clubs formed in the past two years, an 

indication of its continuing popularity. 
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BEGINNINGS 
 

In 1983, the Rotary Club of Melbourne took steps to form the Probus Club of Melbourne.  

Within two years, the membership of this new Club had reached its upper limit of 100 members. 

 

As John Morgan had been the very creative and efficient Organising Chairman of the Probus 

Club of Melbourne, the Rotary Club of Melbourne asked him to be the Organising Chairman 

to get another Probus Club, to be known as the Probus Club of Port Phillip, started. 

 

Late in 1985, John got together a small Organizing Committee 

of Melbourne Rotarians, including the then current President 

Peter Parkin, and Dr Doug Fullerton.  Doug was the proposed 

Foundation President of the new Club.  This Committee began 

work in January 1986, with the aim of having the foundation 

meeting of the new Club in March or April of that year. 

 

A list was compiled of retired Melbourne Rotarians, and each 

invited to become a Foundation Member.  Other men outside 

this group were also invited to join. 

 

The Foundation Meeting was held on 25 March 1986, with the 

President of the Melbourne Rotary Club, Peter Parkin, presiding.  

Sir Norman Coles, Foundation President of the Probus Club of 

Melbourne was one of the speakers.  He described their 

experience in forming the Club.  Eighteen Members were 

inducted at this meeting.  John Morgan, in the Club’s first 

Newsletter, wrote “Our foundation meeting was well-nigh 

perfect”. 

 

Actually, John Morgan wanted to delay the meeting until they 

had more members; however, Peter Parkin insisted that the foundation meeting Club proceed 

on the date planned, and chose to become a Foundation Member himself.   Others had expressed 

a desire to join but were not able to be present at the 25 March meeting, so the Committee 

decided that any new members inducted at the April meeting of the new Club also would be 

considered Foundation Members.  A further 11 Members were inducted on or before 22 April. 

 

The new Club adopted the Standard Constitution recommended by Probus Centre – South 

Pacific (as PSP Ltd was known at the time) as its constitution, with some minor amendments.  

The Annual Subscription was fixed at $15.00, with a Joining Fee of $7.50. 

 

It was agreed from the beginning that membership of the Probus Club of Port Phillip would be 

male, but that the wives of members would be invited to participate in meetings and in all 

activities of the Club – if they so wished.  

 

From the first meeting, the Club met at the Collingwood Football Club rooms at Victoria Park, 

Abbottsford – a very attractive venue.  It was Les Schultz who first had the idea of meeting 

there, and made the arrangements.  This venue was used right up to May 2004 when, because 

the Collingwood Football Club was relocating to Olympic Park, a new venue had to be found.  

More about this later.  (See “Venues” page 130.) 

 
Peter Parkin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Doug Fullerton 
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The members at the Foundation Meeting elected the following Committee Members:  John 

Morgan (Acting Secretary, pro tempore), Keith Grant (Treasurer) and John Gabb and Dallas 

Crook (Committee-men).  The Committee had its first meeting immediately after the 

Foundation Meeting, and put John Gabb “in charge of programmes and events”.  It made Dallas 

Crook Services Director. 

 

At this meeting, John Gabb made a generous offer to the Committee and said that his firm 

would type and mail out the monthly Newsletter.  That was a great contribution to the Club, 

which continued for 12 years. 

 

John Morgan was the Newsletter’s initial Editor; Roy Davies then took over in March 1987. 

 

Dallas Crook set about organizing the “front desk”, (now known as the “activities” desk) which 

is such an important feature of our monthly meetings.  He was a great organizer and set the 

pattern for a lot of things we now take for granted.  He was, incidentally, the Club timekeeper.  

He managed to be both gracious and ruthless, even with the “three minute” concentrated 

biographies which are still such a popular feature of our meetings.  [Editor:  now eight 

minutes!] 

 

Following this first meeting, Doug wrote the following which was published in the second 

(April 1986) Newsletter. 

 

“Greetings!  It is great to have you all sharing in a little bit of pioneering as we set the 

course for a new Probus Club. 
 

I have suggested a few guidelines that we keep in mind: 
 

 1 Let’s aim for diversity in our membership. 

  Please invite your retired friends to join us.  The club will be much more interesting for 

us – and for them –if our members represent a broad cross section of men who have 

had responsibilities in business and the professions in Melbourne – interpreting both 

“business and “professions” pretty broadly.  This will give us an opportunity to meet 

interesting friends whom we may not meet otherwise. 
 

 2. Let’s aim for variety in our programme. 

  What kind of speakers would you like to hear?  Maybe there is some particular person 

you would like to suggest we invite to speak to us.  And what about outings?  Any 

suggestions?  What we have in mind is visits to places where we would probably not be 

likely to go alone. 
 

 3. Let’s look at opportunities for our wives to share in our activities – if they would like 

to. 
 

 4. Let’s keep a relaxed style about our club. 

  We will not try and talk you into doing what you don’t want to do.  We hope we will 
have the pleasure of your company regularly – just because we enjoy your company!  

On meeting days, you can arrive any time (after 8 a.m.) and have a cup of coffee and a 

yarn.  Stay for lunch after the meeting if you would like to. 
 

 Please let me, or (the secretary) or any of the Committee members have your comments or 

suggestions.  Cheers 

     Doug.” 
 

(These guidelines are just as relevant today as they were then. 
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At President Doug’s insistence, only high-quality speakers were invited to the meetings.  These 

can be seen in the ‘’Schedule of Guest Speakers’ (Appendix C).  Doug also decreed that no 

particular political view should be given priority, so every endeavour was made to ensure that 

the Members got a balanced view of matters. At first, both Doug and John Morgan lined up the 

Speakers, but the job of coordinating the Speakers was quickly handed on to a new member, 

Tom Russell.  Tom had been to a few meetings as a guest of his friend Les Schultz, and upon 

his induction into the Club in October, 1986, he was immediately made Speakers Coordinator.  

Tom held this role for 1½ years while he was also Vice-President. 

 

As the membership was growing steadily, the Club gave the Committee the authority to co-opt 

new Committee Members.  The first person to be added was Les Schultz, who was put in charge 

of coordinating “Visits”.  These started in June 1986, the first visit being to the Latrobe Valley 

(organized by John Morgan) to see Power Generation Stations and an Open Cut Coal Mine.  In 

those days, Occupational Health and Safety regulations and Public Liability issues were not so 

daunting and the visits were often into places of industrial activity.  The visits made by the 

Club are also listed in the ‘Schedule of Visits’ (Appendix D). 

 

John Morgan, the Acting Secretary, retired from this position at the August 1986 Committee 

Meeting.  John was a wizard of an organiser, with an endless supply of ideas – and contacts.  

He had agreed to serve as Secretary until the Club was “airborne”.  He did, however, continue 

as a member of the Club and was Newsletter Editor until the end of the Club Year.  For his 

outstanding contribution, the Club later made him a Life Member.  Bruce Marks was elected 

Secretary, to follow John.  The young Club was very fortunate to have such an outstanding 

Secretary as Bruce in its formative years.  The role of Newsletter Editor was picked up by Roy 

Davies. 

 

At first, and at John Morgan’s recommendation, a Vice-President was not selected.  It was not 

until about 3 months had passed that the Committee recommended to the Club that a Vice-

President be appointed.  This person would be a member of the Committee and be the next 

year’s President.  Frank Moulds agreed to be our first Vice-President.  The Club also adopted 

the Rotary policy of Presidents only serving a one-year term. 

 

For the monthly meetings, Members usually arrived as early as 8.00am, but generally at around 

9.00am, for coffee/tea and fellowship before the business part of the meeting began – not unlike 

what still happens today.  Lunch, in those days consisted of sandwiches and a slice in a basket 

provided and eaten in the bistro of the Collingwood Football Club Rooms. 

 

A further 11 members were inducted by 22 April, 1986, and these 29 Members are regarded as 

the Club’s Foundation Members.  These are the first 29 names listed in the attached ‘Schedule 

of Members Inducted Since Foundation’ (Appendix A). Unfortunately, none of these 29 

Members are still alive, although Les Schultz passed away only as recently as 2024.  

 

By March 1987, the end of the first year, 43 Members had been inducted into the Club, one 

Member had died (Clyde Young) and the foundation Treasurer (Keith Grant) resigned at the 

March 1987 Annual General Meeting.  The total Membership then was 42. 
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MEMBERSHIP 
 

It is trite and obvious to say that without our Membership there would be no Club.  However, 

it is the quality of the membership that sets the tone and character of the Club, and we have 

been most fortunate that right from the start, the membership of the Probus Club of Port Phillip 

has been of the highest standard. 

 

It is also interesting to note that unlike many other Probus Clubs, our Membership does not 

come from a particular suburb or area.  Due to being sponsored by the Rotary Club of 

Melbourne, our members come from all over the Greater Metropolitan Area. 

 

Right from the outset, the Club was a Men’s Club, although it was always the policy to include 

the Members’ Wives, or Partners, in the meetings and all Club activities – should they so wish.  

This changed dramatically, however, in 2019 when an Annual General Meeting decided that 

Women should be able to be admitted as full members (see page 89). 

 

The policy of the Club to invite the widow of any deceased Member to remain associated with 

the Club and come to its meetings and join in its activities was formalised in 1994.  However, 

it was not until 2008 that these Ladies became known as the Club’s “Associates”.  They do not 

pay any annual Membership fees. 

 

All Members have displayed a willingness to participate in the running of the Club and have 

done so in an enthusiastic, timely and competent manner when called upon to do so. 

 

From time to time a Member is recognised as having given outstanding service to the Club, 

and, if thought appropriate, is awarded the honour of Honorary Life Membership.  There have 

been 13 such awards made over the life of the Club so far.  These are listed below. 
 

While in the early days many of our members came to us after leaving their respective Rotary 

Clubs, since Rotary is now trying to maintain their membership after they retire, their members 

are not necessarily seeking other Clubs. 
 

In more recent years, most of our new members have been introduced to the Club by existing 

members.  This has been encouraged, on the basis that existing Members may be the best judges 

of who would be suited to join and enjoy the Club’s activities. 
 

A concern for the Club, however, is the Membership’s ever increasing average age.   

This is not a negative observation against our older Members, whose membership is as valued 

as ever, but more a concern for the longer-term future.  To this end, there now is also a major 

emphasis on recruitment through additional, non-traditional, avenues.  

 

Over the 40-year life of the Club, from March 1986 to March 2026, inductions have been held 

for 329 new Members.  A chronological Schedule of these is in Appendix A. 

 

After reaching a full “Capitation” Membership of 100 in 1998, the Club’s Membership as at 

March, 2026 has reduced to 91 Members, including two Life Members, along with one Non-

Active Life Member, five other Non-Active Members and six Associates. 

 

“Capitation” classifies the Annual Fee-paying Members for which the Club pays a registration 

fee to Probus Central Pacific Ltd. 

 



11 

 

 

HONORARY LIFE MEMBERS 
 

The 13 Members who have been awarded Honorary Life Membership to date is as follows: 

 

 Name Awarded Name Awarded 

 

 John Morgan (dec.) 1991 Tom Russell (dec)  2001 

 Doug Fullerton (dec.) 1991 Les Schultz (dec) 2005 

 Bruce Marks (dec.) 1993 John Pearse (dec.) 2005 

 Evan Hughes (dec.) 2000 Roy Davies (dec.) 2005 

 John Willis (dec.) 2000 Gordon Wilson 2008 

 John Gabb (dec.) 2000 Mal Fleming 2015 

                     John Hodder                      2017 

 

 

BECOMING A MEMBER 
 

New members mostly have been introduced to the Club by one (or two) of the existing 

members.  They are encouraged to be the guest of their Sponsor(s) for one or two meetings, so 

as to get a feel for the Club.  More recently, many new members have come in response to 

more targeted advertising – such as noticeboards – and through a renewed focus on an attractive 

and user-friendly Club website.  If they remain interested after seeing the Club in action, there 

is an Application for Membership form giving personal particulars and some details of early 

life, education, career and post-retirement interests.  This Application is signed by the 

Applicant’s Proposer and Seconder or by a member of the Membership Sub-Committee, before 

being considered by the Committee. 

 

On receiving notification from the Secretary that the Application has been accepted, a mutually 

convenient date is arranged for the Induction. 

 

The Induction ceremony is a simple one which, at the President’s invitation, begins with the 

Applicant’s Proposer introducing the new member to a General Meeting of the Club.  The 

President then extends a welcome to the Club and briefly outlines the aims and activities of the 

Club.  A hope is stressed that the new member will be a regular attendee at meetings and Club 

activities and be willing to undertake tasks associated with the running of the Club.  There is 

no probationary period. 

 

Membership is declared then by the President, who provides the new Member with a package 

containing a Certificate of Induction, a brief statement in relation to availability of the Club’s 

Constitution and Standing Resolutions, a copy of the Photographic Membership Directory, a 

Probus lapel pin and a name badge.  Since 2011, the new name badges have been affixed with 

a red star, enabling established Members to readily identify new Members and make them feel 

welcome.  The star is removed when the new Member feels comfortable, but generally after 

the first 12 months. 
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PROFILES 
 

Shortly after induction into the Club, each new Member is asked to give a short (up to eight 

minutes) talk, briefly outlining early and later family life, education, career, interests and 

hobbies.  In the early days these talks were savagely limited to only three minutes, but mostly 

the time allotted was too restrictive.  The time was increased to five minutes for a short while 

before it was decided that the time limit should be increased further and not so rigidly enforced. 

 

These Profile Talks always have been very popular and are a great way both for new Members 

to introduce themselves to the Club and for the current Members to get to know them a little 

better. 

 

Each Member formerly was asked to provide the Secretary with a complete copy of this 

presentation, for placement in an archive file held in the State Library of Victoria.  These 

“Profiles”, extending up to 2010, are readily accessible and retrievable. 

 

However, the process effectively has fallen into abeyance.  This is in part because some new 

members prefer to give their presentations without notes, let alone following a printed version 

in its entirety. 

 

PHOTOGRAPHIC MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY (PMD) 
 

A Photographic Membership Directory was produced by Peter Parkin during the second year 

of the Club’s existence, under difficult circumstances.  He had to produce the listing, to which 

he attached passport photos.  Where such photos were not available, the services of Doug 

Fullerton’s daughter Elizabeth were gratefully accepted, as she was able to take the necessary 

missing photos.  The assembled document was then photocopied and distributed. 

 

In the August 1987 Newsletter (No. 17) Roy Davies wrote: 

 

“NEW DIRECTORY” 

 

Our congratulations to PETER PARKIN on his great effort in producing our new directory of 

members.  While some of us are still recovering from the shock of how sinister we look in cold 

passport-size black and white, the general form of the new directory is a great advance on the 

old.  Please keep PETER informed about any changes or additions needed in the details 

recorded.” 

 

While the production of this earlier photographic directory was kept up for two or three years, 

the rate of change of Membership made it difficult to keep the document current.  As a 

consequence, it was replaced with a non-photographic listing that was more readily revised and 

distributed. 

 

Since 1987, of course, cameras, computers, desk-top publishing and printing technologies all 

have undergone revolutionary advances and it is hardly surprising that so have our systems. 

 

The idea of resurrecting a photographic membership directory surfaced in 2006, and Mal 

Fleming “volunteered” to have a go at putting one together. 
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The first job was to gather electronic photos of all the Members and their wives/partners.  The 

first black and white issue of this more modern version of the PMD was distributed in July 

2007. 

 

While acclaimed as a big improvement over the non-

photographic directory, each subsequent issue saw substantial 

improvements. 

 

Although the black and white directories could be printed at a 

copying service provider at a reasonable cost, the cost of a 

coloured version was prohibitive.  However, Past President 

Milton Myers offered to print the PMD in colour, using his 

equipment at home. 

 

The first coloured edition was issued in March 2010, and was 

well received. 

 

Since then, all issues have (thanks to Milton) been in colour, and with a greatly improved 

format due to the assistance of Wal Nankervis, whose career had been in graphic design and 

publishing, 

 

The Photographic Membership Directory is printed and handed out, at no cost to the 

Membership, at each April General Meeting.  Even though Milton very generously continues 

to print the A5-sized booklet at home, costs and convenience factors preclude it from being 

published in hard-copy format any more than once per year. 

 

Apart from the Life Members, each category of Membership is listed separately in the PMD. 

 

In 2014, President Ian Webb suggested that the PMD, in page-by-page format, could be 

distributed to interested Members in electronic form. 

 

 

This file was again prepared by Mal Fleming.  More recently, John Rankin 

has been in control. 

 

The file can be placed on computers, iPhones and iPads. 

 

 

 
John Rankin 

 

The electronic version of the PMD now can be updated when necessary and distributed on a 

regular basis so as to keep Members up to date with the Membership changes that occur from 

time to time. 
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THE NEWSLETTER 
 

The most important means of communication within the Club has been the Newsletter. 

 

(The following is largely taken from an editorial written by John Willis in the December 2009 

Newsletter.) 

 

Ever since its establishment in March 1986, the Club has had a monthly Newsletter.  The first 

Editor was the Club’s Foundation Secretary, John Morgan, but in February 1987, Roy Davies 

took over the position.  In each issue Roy would include a few thought-provoking quotations 

or statistics to ponder over.  When it became apparent that Roy was going to be elected as 

President in 1990, John Willis, who had joined the club in March 1989, took over the Editorship 

with the February 1990 (No. 43) issue.  He was the Newsletter Editor for the next 24 years – a 

truly remarkable contribution. 

 

From the first issue, the production and distribution of the Newsletter was done by the 

secretarial staff of John Gabb’s packaging enterprise.  His secretary, Dianne Burns, received 

Members’ contributions in either handwriting or amateur typing and transformed them into a 

Newsletter which she duplicated and mailed to all Members of the Cub. 

 

John Gabb’s Company met the cost of the typing and production of the Newsletter and the 

Club only had to find the cost of the postage. 

 

In April 1997, John Willis acquired a Word Processor, and was able to set up the text of the 

Newsletter himself, though for several years, Dianne Burns continued to print and mail it. 

 

A major change came about in November 2001 when the Club decided that it was time to 

consider distributing the Newsletter as widely as possible using the email system.  One of the 

Members, Bill Raper, kindly offered his services in helping to set up this facility for John.  The 

up-take of Members and Associates receiving the Newsletter by email increased such that by 

March 2016, only 21 Newsletters were mailed out each month and a decade later, just one. 

 

At this stage, John not only compiled the Newsletter, but also printed off those copies that 

needed to be mailed and folded and posted them. 

 

Towards the end of the next decade, photos were introduced to the Newsletter, making it more 

interesting for the readers. 

 

With the issue of the March 2012 Newsletter, the Club saw its first coloured Newsletter.  This 

came about by President Noel Richardson’s suggestion that the graphical design and publishing 

skills of new Member Wal Nankervis be applied.  The result was well received by the Members, 

although there was considerable to-ing and fro-ing getting the Newsletter ready for distribution 

and printing. 

 

After 24 years as Newsletter Editor, John Willis decided to retire from this position at the end 

of the 2013 Calendar year. 
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In his Editorial which was published in the November 2013 (No 305) Newsletter, John wrote. 

 

“This issue of the Newsletter marks the completion of my 24 years as Editor. I am now 

retiring from the position, but Mal Fleming has kindly agreed to take my place, and I’m sure 

the transition will be smooth.  ……………………………. 

 

….. . In early 2012, the President Noel Richardson, suggested that the Newsletter could be 

made more attractive by modifying the layout and introducing the use of colour.  In this he 

was helped by our member Wal Nankervis, who has extensive experience in the printing and 

publishing industry.  Wal now collaborates with me by taking the editorial material I send 

him and converting it into attractive modern format that the Newsletter now 

has.  This enables us to send out the email version in colour, but for reasons 

of cost, Wal prints only a few of the hard copies in colour, the rest being in 

black and white for mailing.  Wal and I have had a very 

happy collaboration in this regard, and I’d like to take this 

opportunity of thanking him for his wonderful contribution to 

the production of the ‘new look’ Newsletter   

                                                                                                                                                                   

 My very best wishes go to the incoming Editor, Mal Fleming.  
                                                                                              John Willis 
       John Willis” 

Wal Nankervis 

 

 

One of John’s skills and hobbies was bookbinding, and over the time he was the Newsletter 

Editor, he bound the Newsletters, up to the end of calendar year 2013, into 5 beautiful hard 

covered volumes.  A fantastic resource for the future, and of great value in the compilation of 

the 2016 edition of this ‘History’. 

 

 

Deservedly, John in 2000 was made an Honorary Life Member for his outstanding contribution. 
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For his assistance in production and mailing of the Newsletter over the Club’s first 12 years, 

John Gabb also was made an Honorary Life Member in 2000. 

 

 

 

Since taking over the Newsletter in February, 2014, Mal Fleming took over 

both compilation and formatting of the Newsletter as well as the printing, 

folding, enveloping and posting of the mail-out copies. 

 

The enormous contribution to the Club through the Newsletter was part of the 

reason that Mal Fleming, President in 2005-06, also became an Honorary Life 

Member, in 2015. 

 
Mal Fleming  
 

Mal expressed a wish to step down in 2020 and Arthur Stubbs took over for the next two years.  

For a further change at the helm after so many years of long-serving incumbents, Graham 

Marshall indicated a willingness to take on the role of Editor, but not immediately. 

 

As an interim measure, another Past President and former Secretary, David Sutherland (also a 

remarkable reciter of poetry) served as Newsletter editor – although for rather longer than 

originally anticipated. 

 

Graham took up the position in 2024 and since then not only has 

maintained the very high standards of Mal, Arthur and David, but also 

has been innovative with a publication now beyond its 440th issue. 

 

 

 

 

 
Graham Marshall 
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MANAGEMENT 
 

The Probus Club of Port Phillip Inc. is run in accordance with the Constitution as provided by 

Probus South Pacific Limited, the central administrative body of Probus to which the Club is 

affiliated.  Our Constitution can be seen on the Club’s website. 
 

No Probus Club can exist without firstly having been sponsored by a Rotary Club and secondly, 

being registered and authorised by Probus South Pacific Ltd.  Further to this, each Probus Club 

in Victoria has to become a registered Incorporated Association and be registered with 

Corporate Affairs Victoria. 
 

Each Probus Club pays an Annual Fee to the central body based on the number of members in 

the Club (called a Capitation Fee), in return for which the Club receives correspondence from 

time to time informing it of “global” developments in the wider “Probus World”, a number of 

quarterly magazines to be distributed between members and, probably most importantly, 

provides insurance in case of accidental death or injury to members while involved in Probus 

activities. 
 

Like other Probus Clubs, the Probus Club of Port Phillip manages itself autonomously, without 

any influence from the central body other than that mentioned above. 
 

Our Club’s Management Committee is made up of 3 parts, namely the Officers, who are the 

President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer and Immediate Past President, the Committee 

Members and the Support Officers. 
 

It is noted that while there is provision in the Constitution to elect Presidents and other officers 

into their positions, and we frequently refer to office bearers as being “elected” into their 

positions, to date, there never has been an election: there have not been more nominations than 

the number of positions to be filled. 
 

It was decided early in the Club’s Foundation year that the President would only serve in that 

role for one year, and that each year a Vice-President would be elected who would take over 

the Presidency the following year.  This would provide the Vice-President with a grounding in 

the affairs of the Club. 
 

After completing the year in office, the President stays on the Committee for a further year, so 

as to be able to provide assistance, if needed. 
 

Other members of the Committee are not restricted to only one year in office, and, as can be 

seen below and in the ‘Schedule of Office Bearers’ (Appendix B) many have stayed on in their 

particular roles for several years or even longer. 
 

 

THE OFFICERS 

 

The Presidents, Secretaries and Treasurers of the Club are each shown in separate sections of 

this History (see pages 22, 110 and 115). 
 

 

A Schedule showing all Office Bearers of the Club over its 40-year life is at Appendix B.  In 

addition to the President, Secretary and Treasurer for each year, this also includes the Vice 

Presidents and Immediate Past Presidents. 
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The President 

 

On induction into office, the President dons the “Collar of Office”, to be worn at every Monthly 

General Meeting.  The blue and white striped “Collar of Office” (see photo) has a large pendant 

medallion in the form of the Probus Badge.  Our Club’s Presidential Collar with Medallion was 

presented to the Club by the then President of the Rotary Club of Melbourne (our sponsoring 

Club), Peter Parkin, and the Medallion is inscribed as follows: 

 

 

 

      Presented to 

     The 

Probus Club of Port Phillip 

       by 

The Rotary Club of Melbourne 

 (Peter S. Parkin, President) 

 

   25-3-1986 

 

 

 

 

The names of each President are attached to the collar by means of inscribed collar bars. 

 

 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

 

The Committee Members, (as distinct from the Officers), have important functional roles to 

perform in the running of the Club’s activities.  Their responsibilities over most years have 

covered Administration, Catering, Speakers, Walks, Visits and the Annual Getaway.  In recent 

years, however, with the cessation of the Walks activity, more prominence has been given to 

Website Management and a new activity, Coffee & Conversation. 

 

Administration Officer 

 

The Administration Officer is primarily involved in setting up the Monthly General Meeting 

venue and its various facilities, and the regulation of “fellowship time” in the middle of the 

meeting.  This is manifested by the ringing of a “cow bell’, when members are reminded to 

reluctantly stop chatting and return to their seats to hear the Guest Speaker. 

 

The bell’s “tone”, however, never could be described as “dulcet”.  Frank Larkins at the previous 

Getaway, saw a newer bell, assessed its potential and snapped it up. The beautiful mounting 

now matches the sound. (It remains to be seen whether members react any faster!)  
   

  
“Out with the Old, In with the New”: Jim Green, Barbara Fox and Frank Larkins at bell ringing practice  
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The Administration Officer selects the Members who take their turn serving at the Activities 

Desk, with rosters hopefully published well ahead of time in the Newsletter. 

 

Further responsibilities include keeping records of those attending the meetings, guests at 

meetings and apologies, as well being custodian of the “Probus Plinth”, which is set up at the 

front of each General Meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Probus Plinth 
 

Catering Officer 

 

The role of the Catering Officer has changed significantly since the early days.  Initially the 

lunch for those who wanted to stay on after the meeting was a basket of sandwiches with a 

piece of cake and a cup of tea or coffee.  Later, more sumptuous food was available at the 

Collingwood Football Club Rooms.  To keep the Probus Club members together, arrangements 

were made to set up a dining area next to the room provided for the meetings and the Probus 

Club engaged the services of a caterer to prepare a hot meal.  The provision of a sumptuous hot 

meal after the end of the Probus meeting has become a vital part of the Club’s meetings. 

 

The Catering Officer has the unenviable task of overseeing the provision and quality of this 

vital part of each meeting and is responsible for determining how many people will stay for 

lunch.  This can be difficult to determine, as many circumstances can affect Members’ 

attendance.  It is even more difficult for the December (Christmas) meeting, when the Club 

usually has its greatest attendance.  

 

However, refinements over many years to the process for bookings has greatly eased the overall 

burden, notwithstanding the occasional glitch!  In this context, the cooperation and 

understanding of the Kew Golf Club with such difficulties has to be acknowledged.  Our 

Catering Officers also have been paramount in the introduction of these refinements. 

 

It is fair to say that a statement in the ‘30 Years of Fellowship’ edition, “The Catering Officer 

is, naturally, in the front line of any criticism!” no longer applies.  (Or not so much!) 

 

The roles of the other Committee Members responsible for Speakers, Visits and the Annual 

Getaway and the former Walks are covered elsewhere in this document.  (See pages 119 to 

122).  
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SUPPORT OFFICERS 

 

There is a further group of Members involved in the running of the Club who are more or less 

permanent in their roles.  These are the Support Officers.  They are the Newsletter Editor, 

Almoner, the Auditor, Website Manager, Coffee and Conversation Convenor, Photographic 

Membership Directory Editor and, until recently, a Theatre Outings Coordinator. 
 

There are separate sections on the Newsletter and Photographic Membership Directory Editors 

at pages 12-16 and Coffee and Conversation Convenors at page 124.  The role of the former 

Theatre Outings Coordinator also is outlined on page 124. 
 

 

Almoner 

 

The Almoner’s role is to keep in touch with those Members who are unwell, and, where 

appropriate, report on the welfare of these Members to the Monthly General Meeting. 
 

The role of Almoner did not come into being until the 1993-94 year under President Peter 

Knight.  The first incumbent was Evan Hughes, who held the position for 16 years, during the 

last four of which he was backed up by Tom Russell.  Evan was awarded Honorary Life 

Membership in June 2000 for his contribution to the Club.  Prior to becoming the Almoner, 

Evan was the Catering Officer for the Club for five years. 

 

Evan was succeeded by Les Withers in 2011who continued in the role until 

2016, occasionally backed up by Wal Nankervis or Ross Fardon.  Since Les 

retired, Ross Fardon (twice) and Ian Webb have been responsible for this vital 

contribution to the on-going welfare of the Club. 

 
Les Withers 

 

 
Ross Farden                 Ian Webb 
 

All have carried out their role in an extraordinarily caring and sensitive manner. 
 

Auditor 

 

Another very important Support Officer role is that of Auditor. 
 

The Club’s first “in house” Auditor was Foundation Member Russell Bomphrey who held this 

position for the first two years.  Unfortunately, Russell’s health suddenly declined and he died 

in 1989. 

 

The role of Auditor was carried out by other volunteers until Noel Watson, who was appointed 

in the 1992-93 year.  Noel was the Club’s Auditor for six years.  In 1998-99, Ron Hancock 

took over for the next five years. 
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In 2003-04, Stanton Sharman was appointed and was the Club’s Auditor over 

the following 16 years, until moving away from Melbourne.  The Club was very 

grateful that Stanton did such a thorough job. 
 

 

 

 

 
Stanton Sharman 

 

Over recent years, the Auditor’s involvement with the Club’s accounts has become a little less 

formal.  Since the Club’s annual financial dealings amount to well below $100,000, rather than 

having to provide a formal Audit, the Auditor now provides the Club with a financial “Letter 

of Comfort”. 

 

While this sounds a little less onerous for our Treasurer, it by no means reduced the rigor with 

which Stanton applied his skills.  Diane Thompson and Ross Worboys (a former Club 

Treasurer) have successively applied their forensic capacities since Stanton stood down. 

 

Website Manager 

 

Although our Club maintained a website presence, under the general umbrella of the Probus 

South Pacific organization, it was not always necessarily all that easy for a casual inquirer to 

find our site amongst the plethora of other Probus clubs.  It is also fair to say that not until 

recent years has undue attention been directed to its content and presentation! 

 

Marketing considerations included an increasing awareness of the potential value to the Club 

of having an attractive, informative and easily navigable website.  This became a focus of 

attention over the last few years, with individual Members tasked to drive improvements.  A 

visit to https://www.probusportphillip.org.au/ clearly shows the results of this strategy. 

 

Dedrie Green was the first to be charged with this responsibility and initiated major 

improvements.  These have been taken further to an almost new level by Adrian Farrell, in only 

his second year as a Member. 

 

  
Dedrie Green                        Adrian Farrell 

 

A measure of their success might be the number of external inquiries already received about 

joining following perusal of our website. 

 

 

Other Members of the Club have contributed over so many years by coordinating other 

activities which are outlined in the Activities section (see pages 125 to 129).
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PRESIDENTS 
 

YEAR 1 

1986-1987 
 

THE FOUNDATION YEAR 
 

 
 

DOUG FULLERTON 
Foundation President 

 
  Vice-President:   Frank Moulds 
  Secretary: John Morgan / Bruce Marks 
  Treasurer: Keith Grant 
 
 Committee Members 
   John Gabb  (Programmes and Visits) 
   Dallas Crook  (Club Service Director) 
   Les Schultz 
  Speakers Tom Russell  (after October 1986) 
 
 Other Officers 
  Newsletter Editor John Morgan 
  Newsletter Production John Gabb 
 
 
Many of the happenings in the Club’s Foundation Year are covered in the section headed 

“Beginnings” presented earlier in this document (see page 7). As stated above, the Foundation 

meeting was held on 25 March, 1986, there being 18 persons in attendance and inducted on 

that date. 

 

By the end of the first year in March 1987, 43 Members had been inducted into the Club, one 

Member had died (Clyde Young) and the Foundation Treasurer (Keith Grant) resigned at the 

March 1987 Annual General Meeting.  The total Membership then was 42. 
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YEAR 2 
1987-1988 

 

 
 

FRANK MOULDS 
President 

 
  Vice-President Tom Russell 
  Secretary Bruce Marks 
  Treasurer Bryan Layton 
 
 Committee 
  IPP Doug Fullerton 
  Visits Les Schultz 
  C/man Dallas Crook 
  C/man John Thompson 
  C/man John Gabb 
  Speakers Tom Russell 
 
 Other Officers 
  Auditor Russell Bomphrey 
  Newsletter Editor Roy Davies 
  Newsletter Production John Gabb 

 

 The new Committee’s focus for this year (as it has been for most of the ensuing years) was 

recruitment. 

 

 This was very successful, as by the end of the second Club year a further 18 Members had been 

inducted.  Unfortunately, the Club lost three Members during that year due to resignations, 

leaving a total membership of 56 in March, 1988. 

 

 The Club continued to enjoy high quality Guest Speakers and every month except December 

and January was highlighted with a visit.  (refer to Appendix D) 

 

 It was during this year that the first attempt to produce a Photographic Membership Directory 

was instigated and prepared by Peter Parkin (see page 12). 
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YEAR 3 

1988 – 1989 
 

 
 

TOM RUSSELL 
PRESIDENT 

 
  Vice-President Les Schultz 
  Secretary Bruce Marks 
  Treasurer Brian Layton 
 
 Committee 
  IPP Frank Moulds 
  Visits Bart Plunkett 
  Admin Evan Hughes 
  Catering Evan Hughes 
  Speakers Keith Ditterich 
  C/man John Pearse 
 
 Other Officers 
  Auditor Russell Bomphrey 
  Newsletter Editor Roy Davies 
  Newsletter Production John Gabb 
 

 

It can be seen from the above that the Club’s Committee was becoming more structured and 

two new committee positions coordinating Club Administration and Catering had been created. 

 

Again, the emphasis was on recruitment and 11 more Members were inducted in this Club year.  

Unfortunately, two Foundation Members died during this year, one being Russell Bomphrey, 

the original Auditor of the Club’s Accounts.  The other was Peter Parkin, the President of the 

Rotary Club of Melbourne at the time of the Club’s Foundation, and who insisted on the Club’s 

25 March, 1986 Foundation Date. 

 

Membership at the end of this Club year was 65. 
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YEAR 4 

1989 – 1990 
 

 
 

LES SCHULTZ 
PRESIDENT 

 

  Vice-President Roy Davies 
  Secretary Bruce Marks 
  Treasurer Brian Layton 
 
 Committee 
  IPP Tom Russell 
  Visits Ron Hill 
  Admin Evan Hughes 
  Catering Evan Hughes 
  Speakers John Pearse 
  C/man Harold Kemp 
 
 Other Officers 
  Auditor Unknown – (a volunteer from the membership.) 
  Newsletter Editor Roy Davies 
  Newsletter Production John Gabb 
 

 

 Another year of continuing consolidation. 

 

 During this Club year, a further ten Members were inducted.  This was offset by only 

one resignation, so the Membership figure at the March 1990 AGM was 74. 

 

 As Roy Davies was about to take over the Presidency in April 1990, he relinquished 

his tenure as Newsletter Editor at the December 1989 Meeting.  John Willis took over 

in February 1990 and was Newsletter Editor for the next 24 years. 
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YEAR 5 

1990 – 1991 
 

 
 

ROY DAVIES 
PRESIDENT 

 

  Vice-President John Pearse 
  Secretary Bruce Marks 
  Treasurer Brian Layton 
 
 Committee 
  IPP Les Schultz 
  Visits Ron Hill 
  Admin Evan Hughes 
  Catering Evan Hughes 
  Speakers John Coen 
  Walks John Pearse 
  Getaway John Pearse 
  C/man Harold Kemp 
  C/man Arthur Hribar 
 
 Other Officers 
  Auditor Unknown – (a volunteer from the membership.) 
  Newsletter Editor John Willis 
  Newsletter Production John Gabb 
  

As can be seen from the above, the Committee was expanded this year to include a Coordinator 

for a new activity group “Walks” and a Coordinator for a Club Getaway. 

 

The “Walks” activity was inspired by John Pearse with the help of Tom Russell. 

 

Addition of the Walks Group increased the Club activities from two to three, the others being 

the monthly meeting and the Visits, thus increasing the fellowship time between members. 
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The walks in those times were not the short 1- 1.5 hour strolls enjoyed in later years, but rather 

energetic extended bush walks of 2 - 4 hour (or longer) duration. 

 

The first walk was in May 1990, and was in the Warrandyte State Park.  This park was much 

more of a wilderness then than it is today. 

 

The inaugural Club Getaway, coordinated by John Pearse, was, in fact, an extension of the 

Walking Group activities and included extended walks on Wilsons Promontory.  The Getaway 

participants stayed at Foster.  It was a great success, and it was decided to make such Getaways 

an annual event. 

 

During this year a further five Members were inducted, bringing the Membership numbers up 

to 79.  There were no losses of membership. 

 

It was reported in Newsletter No.56 dated April, 1991, that the above committee decided that 

the size of the Membership should be limited to 80, to be reviewed every six months. 

 

At the end of this Club year, Brian Layton stepped down as Treasurer after four years in that 

position.  He was followed by Geoff Widdowson. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  Visit to State Coal Mine - Wonthaggi 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 Scenes 
from first 
“Getaway” at 
Wilsons 
Prom0ntory 
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YEAR 6 

1991 – 1992 
 

 
 

JOHN PEARSE 
PRESIDENT 

 

  Vice-President Harold Kemp 
  Secretary Bruce Marks 
  Treasurer Geoff Widdowson 
 

 Committee 
  IPP Roy Davies 
  Visits Ron Hill 
  Admin. & Catering Evan Hughes 
  Speakers John Coen 
  Walks John Pearse / Tom Russell 
  Getaway Ron Parker 
  C/man Kevin Truscott 
  C/man Arthur Hribar 
  C/man Don Fairweather 
 

 Other Officers 
  Auditor Unknown – (a volunteer from the membership.) 
  Newsletter Editor John Willis 
  Newsletter Production John Gabb 
  Theatre Outings Don Fairweather 
  Bowls Jim Allen 
 

This was another year of consolidation and growth.  As mentioned above, Geoff Widdowson 

took over the position of Treasurer from Brian Layton, while Kevin Truscott and Don 

Fairweather joined the Committee.  Don coordinated another new activity, that of Theatre 

Outings, involving outings to plays, films and musical events.  Over the years and under a 

number of Theatre Outing Coordinators, these have proven to be both pleasurable and popular. 

 

Ron Parker coordinated the Getaway this year, which was to Daylesford. 

 

A further six Members joined the Club, which, without loss, brought the membership numbers 

to 85.  It would appear that the resolution to limit the Club size to 80 had been overturned. 
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YEAR 7 

1991 – 1992 
 

 
 

HAROLD KEMP 
PRESIDENT 

 

  Vice-President Peter Knight 
  Secretary Keith Allen 
  Treasurer Geoff Widdowson 
 
 Committee 
  IPP John Pearse 
  Visits Ron Hill 
  Admin Evan Hughes 
  Catering Evan Hughes 
  Speakers Keith Huntsman 
  Walks John Pearse 
  Getaway Kevin Truscott 
  C/man Bruce Marks 
 
 Other Officers 
  Auditor Noel Watson 
  Newsletter Editor John Willis 
  Newsletter Production John Gabb 
  Theatre Outings Don Fairweather 
 

Harold’s election to the position of President was preceded by some controversy in that some 

members thought him too old for the job.  Harold had been a hard -working contributor to the 

Club ever since he joined it in May, 1986.  (He had just missed out on being a Foundation 

Member.)  Fortunately, the majority of members were of the opinion that he fully deserved to 

be President. 
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At the end of the previous Probus year, Bruce Marks stood down as Secretary.  He had been 

Secretary since August 1986 when he took over from John Morgan.  However, Bruce continued 

to serve as a Committeeman on the new Committee.  He was succeeded as Secretary by Keith 

Allen, who had joined the Club in April, 1987. 

 

During this year both John Morgan and Doug Fullerton were made Life Members for their 

extraordinary contribution in setting up the Club and the Guidelines for its functioning.  John 

Morgan chaired the original committee that formed the Club and was its inaugural Secretary.  

Doug, of course, was the Foundation President. 

 

This year, Kevin Truscott coordinated the Getaway to Warrnambool. 

 

Noel Watson took on the position of Auditor, a position he held for six years. 

 

A further five Members were inducted during this year, but there were three resignations.  This 

brought the Club Membership up to 87. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
At Cape Schanck Lighthouse 
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YEAR 8 

1993 - 1994 

 
 

PETER KNIGHT 
PRESIDENT 

 

  Vice-President Geoff Widdowson 
  Secretary Keith Allen 
  Treasurer Norman Clifton 
 
 Committee 
  IPP Harold Kemp 
  Visits Ron Hill / John Lodge 
  Admin Kevin Truscott 
  Catering Kevin Lee 
  Speakers Keith Huntsman 
  Walks Michael Perry 
  Getaway Malcolm McKinnon 
  C/man Ron Parker 
 
 Other Officers 
  Public Officer Malcolm McKinnon 
  Auditor Noel Watson 
  Newsletter Editor John Willis 
  Newsletter Production John Gabb 
  Theatre Outings Don Fairweather 
  Almoner Evan Hughes 
 

Elected to office in his late 60s, Peter was the youngest President the Club has had. 

 

This was a very busy year for the Committee of the Club, as laws had been invoked that 

required Associations, including Probus Clubs, to become incorporated and registered with the 

Victorian Registrar of Incorporated Associations.  For the purpose of having a permanent point 

of communication with the Government, a Public Officer needed to be appointed.  This was 

Malcolm McKinnon.  Malcolm held this position for 13 years.  The position of Public Officer 

was taken over by the Secretary shortly after Malcolm’s untimely death in December, 2006. 
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A sub-committee was formed for the complex task of bringing the Club’s Constitution in line 

with the requirements of both Probus Central – South Pacific (now Probus South Pacific Ltd.) 

and the Victorian Registrar of Incorporated Associations.  Kevin Truscott, with his legal 

background, was of great assistance in this task. 

 

This sub-committee produced a document entitled “Statement of Purposes and Rules”.  This 

superseded the Standard Probus Constitution adopted at the foundation of the Club, but it 

incorporated a revised Standard Probus Constitution in use at that time. The new document 

was developed along the lines suggested in the “Model Rules for an Incorporated Association” 

provided by the Victorian Registrar of Incorporated Associations.  Incorporation was achieved 

in May, 1994. 

 

Other initiatives taken by this Committee included the appointment of Evan Hughes to the 

newly created position of Club Almoner, a position to which he gave outstanding service.  He 

relinquished this position at the end of the 2010-11 year, at the age of 94. 

 

Another initiative was to invite the wives of deceased members, if they so wished, to continue 

attendance at all the Club’s functions so as to maintain contact with their friends. 

 

President Peter also initiated the requirement for new Applicants to provide their date of birth 

on their Application for Membership document.  This has enabled subsequent Committees to 

keep track of the average age of our Membership. 

 

The Getaway was at the Grampians this year, coordinated by Malcolm McKinnon. 

 

During this year, four new Members were inducted, bringing the Membership total to 90. 

 
  

 

 
Walk to Fernshaw 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Members of the Getaway to the 

Grampians 
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YEAR 9 

1994 – 1995 
 

 
 

GEOFF WIDDOWSON 
PRESIDENT 

 

  Vice-President Ron Parker 
  Secretary Keith Allen 
  Treasurer Norman Clifton 
 
 Committee 
  IPP Peter Knight 
  Visits John Lodge 
  Admin Kevin Truscott 
  Catering Kevin Lee 
  Speakers Keith Huntsman 
  Walks Tom Penman 
  Getaway Merrick Summers 
  C/man Malcolm McKinnon 
 
 Other Officers 
  Public Officer Malcolm McKinnon 
  Auditor Noel Watson 
  Newsletter Editor John Willis 
  Newsletter Production John Gabb 
  Theatre Outings Don Fairweather 
  Almoner Evan Hughes 
 

On 9 May, 1994, the Probus Club of Port Phillip became an Incorporated Association 

 

The Annual General Meeting held in March 1995 (at the end of this Presidential year) was the 

first AGM the Club had as an Incorporated Association.  Observant Members will know that 

is why the AGM is numbered differently from the actual age of the Club. 
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At this meeting the Club’s Constitution was amended to provide for the formal appointment of 

an Auditor at each Annual General Meeting. 

 

There was obviously a renewed drive for membership as 12 new Members were inducted over 

the Club year.  Two Members were lost over the year but nevertheless the Membership number 

had reached 100 for the first time at the end of the Club year.  It was decided that the Club 

membership would be limited to 100, so a membership waiting list was established. 

 

At this point in time, the Club had awarded Honorary Life Membership to three members: 

 John Morgan 

 Doug Fullerton 

 Bruce Marks  

As Life Membership is also Honorary Membership, no fees are paid, so Honorary Life 

Members are not counted in the capitation of the Club.   

 

Also at this time, there was a third category of membership, namely that of Honorary Member.  

A Member could become an Honorary Member if he was either too ill or incapacitated to 

continue as an ordinary member.  These Honorary Members were also exempt from paying 

membership fees and so were not counted as far as capitation was concerned.  This category of 

membership was later changed to that of Non–Active Member as there was some occasional 

confusion between the designations Honorary Member and Honorary Life Member. 

 

As the “capitation” membership was now adjusted to 96, this created room for four additional 

Members to be inducted. 

 

After three years as Secretary, Keith Allen stood down and was replaced by Tom Penman.  

Tom Penman practically became an institution as the Secretary, a position he held with 

distinction until his untimely death some five and half years later in 2000. 

 

The Getaway was coordinated by Merrick Summers and was at Bright. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Getaway at Bright 
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YEAR 10 

1995 - 1996 
 

 
 

RON PARKER 
PRESIDENT 

 

  Vice-President Malcolm McKinnon 
  Secretary Tom Penman 
  Treasurer Norman Clifton 
 
 Committee 
  IPP Geoff Widdowson 
  Visits John Lodge / Steve Cowie 
  Admin Ron Hill 
  Catering Kevin Lee 
  Speakers Keith Huntsman 
  Walks Denys Harraway 
  Getaway Roy Davies 
 
 Other Officers 
  Public Officer Malcolm McKinnon 
  Auditor Noel Watson 
  Newsletter Editor John Willis 
  Newsletter Production John Gabb 
  Theatre Outings Don Fairweather 
  Almoner Evan Hughes 
 

Roy Davies, the 1990-1991 Past President, coordinated the Getaway, which was at Phillip 

Island. 
 

This was an interesting year with respect to membership as 10 new Members were inducted 

over this Club year.  At the same time, the Club lost six Members due to death or resignation.  

This brought the membership of the Club back up to 100; ie, 100M + 4LM. 
 

Norm Clifton, who had been Club Treasurer, stood down from that position at the 1996 AGM. 

 

The Club had now been in existence for ten years. 
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YEAR 11 

1996 - 1997 

 
 

MALCOLM McKINNON 
PRESIDENT 

 

  Vice-President John Lodge 
  Secretary Tom Penman 
  Treasurer Gordon Wilson 
 

 Committee 
  IPP Ron Parker 
  Visits Steve Cowie 
  Admin Ron Hill 
  Catering Kevin Lee 
  Speakers Bruce Nelson 
  Walks Kevin Truscott / Evan Hughes 
  Getaway Denis Young 
  C/man Denys Harraway 
 

 Other Officers 
  Public Officer Malcolm McKinnon 
  Auditor Noel Watson 
  Newsletter Editor John Willis 
  Newsletter Production John Gabb 
  Theatre Outings Don Fairweather 
  Almoner Evan Hughes 
 

During this year the Club’s Constitution, contained in the document “Statement of Purposes 

and Rules”, was revised to take into account changes in legislation affecting Incorporated 

Associations, and to the Probus Central Constitution.  The document was finalised in 

September, 1996.  Kevin Truscott’s legal expertise was again most valuable in this process. 
 

Denis Young coordinated the Getaway, which this year was at Echuca. 
 

Eight new Members were inducted into the Club this year.  However, it was balanced by an 

equal number of resignations and deaths, leaving the number of Members at 100, plus four Life 

Members.  A number of Applicants were on the Waiting List at the end of the year. 
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YEAR 12 

1997 – 1998 
 

 
 

JOHN LODGE 
PRESIDENT 

 

  Vice-President Denys Harraway 
  Secretary Tom Penman 
  Treasurer Gordon Wilson 
 
 Committee 
  IPP Malcolm McKinnon 
  Visits Steve Cowie 
  Admin Ron Hill 
  Catering Kevin Lee 
  Speakers Bruce Nelson 
  Walks Denys Harraway 
  Getaway Norm Jackson 
  C/man Richard Tisher 
 
 Other Officers 
  Public Officer Malcolm McKinnon 
  Auditor Noel Watson 
  Newsletter Editor John Willis 
  Newsletter Production John Gabb 
  Theatre Outings Don Fairweather 
  Almoner Evan Hughes 
 

 

Three new Members were inducted into the Club, balanced by three lost through deaths and 

resignations. 

 

The Getaway for this year, coordinated by Norm Jackson, was at Lakes Entrance. 
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Buchan Caves, 1997 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Lakes Entrance, 1997 
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YEAR 13 

1998 – 1999 
 

 
 

DENYS HARRAWAY 
PRESIDENT 

 

  Vice-President Richard Tisher 
  Secretary Tom Penman 
  Treasurer Gordon Wilson 
 

 Committee 
  IPP John Lodge 
  Visits Steve Cowie 
  Admin Denis Dowty 
  Catering Kevin Lee 
  Speakers Max Jordan 
  Walks Jim Smith 
  Getaway Ron Hill 
 

 Other Officers 
  Public Officer Malcolm McKinnon 
  Auditor Ron Hancock 
  Newsletter Editor John Willis 
  Newsletter Production John Gabb 
  Theatre Outings Don Fairweather 
  Almoner Evan Hughes 
  Investment Group Harold Fraser 
 

Harold Fraser started the first Investment and Finance Interest Group, its first meeting being at 

the St Kilda Football Club rooms, one of Harold’s favourite haunts.  Bill Dix and Tom Penman 

were elected Chairman and Secretary respectively.  This group became very popular as many 

guest speakers were invited to address the Group on financial matters.  Club members outside 

this participating interest group were welcome to sit in on the guest speaker presentations. Once 

the initial investments were made, the group was called the “Investment Partnership”. 

 

Ron Hill coordinated the Getaway this year, at Marysville.  Some participants observed the 

Leonid meteorite shower which almost led to the formation of an Astronomy Interest Group. 
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This year, the Walks program included the first “Heritage” walk, prepared by Doug Fullerton 

and Evan Hughes, of the Eastern Hill/Parliament House area.  This walk proved to be so 

popular that Doug and Evan planned more inner suburban “Heritage’ walks for a number of 

following years. 

 

Over the 13 years the Club had been in existence, it had accumulated a portfolio of nearly 40 

Members’ Profile Talks (see page 12).  Unfortunately, not all Members had provided a written 

copy.  Kevin Truscott arranged to have what Profile Talks we had to be archived in The State 

Library of Victoria. 

 

It was then arranged that John Willis would collect the printed version of each Profile Talk and 

at the end of each year, the accumulated Profiles would be forwarded to The State Library of 

Victoria. This system continued through the next Newsletter Editor, Mal Fleming. 

 

Four new members were inducted into the Club as vacancies occurred due to resignations or 

deaths. 
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YEAR 14 

1999 – 2000 

 
 

RICHARD TISHER 
PRESIDENT 

 

  Vice-President Steve Cowie 
  Secretary Tom Penman 
  Treasurer Gordon Wilson 
 
 Committee 
  IPP Denys Harraway 
  Visits Harold Fraser 
  Admin Denis Dowty 
  Catering Kevin Lee 
  Speakers Max Jordan 
  Walks David Harvey-Williams 
  Getaway Mark Norton 
  C/man Bill Dix 
 
 Other Officers 
  Public Officer Malcolm McKinnon 
  Auditor Ron Hancock 
  Newsletter Editor John Willis 
  Newsletter Production John Gabb 
  Theatre Outings John Lodge 
  Almoner Evan Hughes 
  Investment Group Bill Dix 
 
 

The Getaway for this year, coordinated by Mark Norton, was at Portland 
 

Five new members were inducted this year replacing members who had died or resigned. 

Thus, the Membership was maintained at 100, plus four Life Members. 

 

While all our guest speakers are of great interest, one of the more fascinating was Don Chipp, 

who spoke on 14 September, 1999.  Reflecting on his time in politics he passed the opinion 

that “the last person to enter Parliament with honest intentions was Guy Fawkes.”! 
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  Portland Getaway 
  1999 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Mark Norton (Getaway Coordinator-left) receiving a token of appreciation 

from President Richard Tisher 
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YEAR 15 

2000 – 2001 
 

 
 

STEVE COWIE 
PRESIDENT 

 

  Vice-President Gordon Wilson 
  Secretary Tom Penman 
  Treasurer Gordon Brown 
 
 Committee 
  IPP Richard Tisher 
  Visits Harold Fraser 
  Admin Denis Dowty 
  Catering Kevin Lee 
  Speakers Max Jordan 
  Walks David Harvey-Williams 
  Getaway David Barber 
 
 Other Officers 
  Public Officer Malcolm McKinnon 
  Auditor Ron Hancock 
  Newsletter Editor John Willis 
  Newsletter Production John Gabb 
  Theatre Outings John Lodge 
  Almoner Evan Hughes 
  Investment Group Bill Dix 
 

During this year, another three members were awarded Life Membership for outstanding 

service to the Club.  They were John Gabb, Newsletter printing and distribution, Evan Hughes 

for his various roles in the Club but in particular for his contribution as Almoner, and John 

Willis the Newsletter Editor. 
 

This brought the number of Life Members to six. 
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Regrettably, Dr Tom Penman, the Club’s popular Secretary, died in September.  He regularly 

regaled the meeting with his jokes. 
 

A relatively new member, Keith Gibbs, stepped up and competently took over as Club 

Secretary. 
 

The Getaway for this year, coordinated by David Barber, was at Bendigo. 

 

 

 
Poppet Head/Lookout Tower 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                              Shamrock Hotel 

 

 

 

 

 
Bendigo Tram 

 

 

 

 
                     Visitor Information Centre 
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YEAR 16 

2001 – 2002 

 
 

GORDON WILSON 
PRESIDENT 

 

  Vice-President Harold Fraser 
  Secretary Keith Gibbs 
  Treasurer Gordon Brown 
 

 Committee 
  IPP Steve Cowie 
  Visits Andrew Turner 
  Admin Don Helmore 
  Catering Jim Stevenson 
  Speakers Derek Prinsley 
  Walks David Harvey-Williams 
  Getaway Warren Craig 
 

 Other Officers 
  Public Officer Malcolm McKinnon 
  Auditor Ron Hancock 
  Newsletter Editor John Willis 
  Newsletter Production John Gabb 
  Theatre Outings John Lodge 
  Almoner Evan Hughes 
  Investment Group Bill Dix 
   Stanton Sharman 
 

During this year, Tom Russell was made a Life Member in recognition of his contributions to 

the Club, especially with respect to his continuing contribution to the Walks programs. 
 

The Getaway for this year, coordinated by Warren Craig, was at Albury. 
 

Helped by Bill Raper, a new member, John Willis gained ownership of a restored computer 

which was equipped with the capacity to send out emails.  At the outset, John was able to send 

the Newsletter by email to around 30 members, considerably reducing the cost of mailing. 
 

Five new members joined the Club over the year, which brought the capitation membership 

back to 100 members. 



46 

 

YEAR 17 

2002 – 2003 
 

 
 

HAROLD FRASER 
PRESIDENT 

 

  Vice-President Bill Dix 
  Secretary Keith Gibbs 
  Treasurer Gordon Brown 
 
 Committee 
  IPP Gordon Wilson 
  Visits Don Helmore 
  Admin Mark Norton 
  Catering Jim Stevenson 
  Speakers Andrew Turner 
  Walks Malcolm Fleming 
  Getaway Stanton Sharman 
 
 Other Officers 
  Public Officer Malcolm McKinnon 
  Auditor Ron Hancock 
  Newsletter Editor John Willis 
  Theatre Outings John Lodge 
  Almoner Evan Hughes 
  Investment Groups Bill Dix 
   Stanton Sharman 
 

One of the more popular Interest Groups was the Financial Investment Group, set up in 1998.  

This was inspired by Harold Frazer and Chaired by Bill Dix. 

 

Sufficient interest and enthusiasm existed to set up a second Group, launched on 12 March 

2002.  Stanton Sharman was elected chairman of this second group, called the “Investment 

Group”, with Gordon Brown as Secretary. 
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The Getaway for this year, coordinated by Stanton Sharman and assisted by Roy Blyth, was at 

Canberra.  This Getaway coincided with the spectacular Floriade festival.  One highlight was 

a breakfast address by General Peter Cosgrove, then chief of the Australian Defence Forces. 

 

The year finished with a full complement of 100 Members, seven Life Members and two 

Honorary Members. 

 
At Mount Ainsley, Canberra 

 
Floriade 
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YEAR 18 

2003 – 2004 
 

 
 

BILL DIX 
PRESIDENT 

 

  Vice-President Gordon Brown 
  Secretary Keith Gibbs 
  Treasurer Gilbert Ralph 
 
 Committee 
  IPP Harold Fraser 
  Visits Don Helmore 
  Admin Mark Norton 
  Catering Hal Collins 
  Speakers Andrew Turner 
  Walks Malcolm Fleming 
  Getaway Roy Blyth 
 
 Other Officers 
  Public Officer Malcolm McKinnon 
  Auditor Stanton Sharman 
  Newsletter Editor John Willis 
  Theatre Outings Geoff Widdowson 
  Almoner Evan Hughes 
  Investment Groups Steve Cowie 
   Stanton Sharman 
 

As Bill Dix was President this year, Steve Cowie took over as chairman of the “Investment 

Partnership”. 

 

The Getaway for this year, coordinated by Roy Blyth, was at Mildura.  Roy took over this task 

when the elected Getaway Coordinator, Bruce Nelson, suddenly died.  This was a great shock 

to everyone, but Roy was more than equal to the task of arranging a most successful Getaway. 
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In terms of Membership, this year was quite a busy one, as eight new Members were inducted 

into the Club.  Unfortunately, this was balanced by an equal number of deaths and resignations, 

maintaining the capitation Membership at 100. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
At Lake Mungo 

 

 

 

 

 
The Mildura Getaway Participants 
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YEAR 19 

2004 – 2005 
 

 
 

GORDON BROWN 
PRESIDENT 

 

  Vice-President Malcolm Fleming 
  Secretary Peter Carrigan 
  Treasurer Gilbert Ralph 
 
 Committee 
  IPP Bill Dix 
  Visits Don Helmore 
  Admin Mark Norton 
  Catering Jim Smith 
  Speakers Rod Westerman 
  Walks Angus Paine 

Getaway Milton Myers 
 
 Other Officers 
  Public Officer Malcolm McKinnon 
  Auditor Stanton Sharman 
  Newsletter Editor John Willis 
  Theatre Outings Geoff Widdowson 
  Almoner Evan Hughes 
  Investment Groups Steve Cowie 
   Stanton Sharman 
 

Since its Foundation, the Club had been meeting at the Collingwood Football Club Rooms at 

Victoria Park, Abbotsford.  However, the Collingwood Football Club moved this year to 

Olympic Park and used the MCG as its home ground. 

 

Consequently, a sub-committee was formed under the chairmanship of Mark Norton to find a 

suitable replacement venue.  After much consideration, the Veneto Club in Bulleen was chosen. 
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After just over 18 years, the last meeting at the Collingwood Rooms was on 11 May, 2004.  A 

special “Thank you” was made to Elisha Halabi who catered for the Club’s Lunches for many 

years, sometimes under rather trying circumstances. 

 

The first meeting at the Veneto Club was on 8 June.  It was considered quite a success, largely 

due to the much- improved PA system over that used at Collingwood. 

 

Our relationship with the Veneto Club took a turn for the worse after the October meeting when 

many of our members and/or partners were stricken with a gastric illness ranging from mild to 

very severe.  (The meal served was a warm chicken salad!).  The cause was identified and the 

Veneto Club assured our Club that every precaution would be made to prevent another incident. 

 

Nevertheless, attendances at subsequent meeting lunches declined markedly. 

 

The Getaway for this year, coordinated by Milton Myers, was at Hamilton. 

 

Five new Members were inducted into the Club this year, but with five losses due to 

resignations and deaths, the Club year finished with 97 Members, five Life Members and two 

Honorary Members. 

 

 

 
  The Movers and Shakers at 
Penshurst 

 

 

 

 
   Sunset and Drinks at the 
Wannon Falls 

 

 

 

 
  “Narrapumalap” 
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YEAR 20 

2005 – 2006 
 

 
 

MALCOLM FLEMING 
PRESIDENT 

 

  Vice-President Gilbert Ralph 
  Secretary Angus Paine 
  Treasurer Andrew Turner 
 
 Committee 
  IPP Gordon Brown 
  Visits Ray Nelson 
  Admin David Barber 
  Catering Jim Smith 
  Speakers Peter Dennis 
  Walks Peter Pritchard 
  Getaway Rod Westerman 
 
 Other Officers 
  Public Officer Malcolm McKinnon 
  Auditor Stanton Sharman 
  Newsletter Editor John Willis 
  Theatre Outings Neville Smith 
  Almoner Evan Hughes 
  Investment Groups Steve Cowie 
   Stanton Sharman 
  Golf Day Mal Fleming 
 

At the March 2005 meeting, Roy Davies, John Pearse and Les Schultz were each, deservedly, 

presented with a Life Membership.  This increased the number of Life Members to eight. 

 

Discontent with the Veneto Club grew during the early part of the year due to the quality and 

presentation of the meals and also because of the Veneto Club’s location, there being no 

convenient public transport to it. 
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Later in the year it became known that the Probus Club of LaTrobe, a sister Club to Port Phillip, 

having been also sponsored by the Rotary Club of Melbourne, was meeting at “Hawthorn 

Receptions” in Hawthorn and was very happy with this venue.  After some of our members 

“sampled” this venue by attending a LaTrobe Probus Club meeting, and taking a survey of our 

members, it was decided to change. 

 

The first meeting at Hawthorn Receptions was our Christmas Lunch on 13 December.  Not 

only was the Christmas lunch a great success but this venue proved to be popular, as it was 

well serviced by public transport and was almost exactly at the centre of the distribution of our 

Members around Melbourne. 

 

During this year, Probus Central had revised their basic Constitution, which they required each 

Probus Club to adopt.  We were most fortunate to have had Angus Paine as our Secretary for 

this year, as with his legal skills he was able to competently assist both Probus Central and us 

arrive at a Constitution Document that was acceptable to the Victorian Department of 

Consumer Affairs.  Our previous “Statement of Purposes and Rules” was superseded by the 

new Standard Constitution, to which was appended a Schedule of Standing Resolutions. 

 

When the Club was quite young (1988-89), Club Sports Days were organised at the Waverley 

Golf Club, where the Members could play bowls and golf.  Bowls and Golf afternoons were 

also a feature of the Getaways.  Up until 2005, the Club fielded a bowls team in the Annual 

Victorian Probus Clubs’ Bowls Carnivals.  In 2005, Mal Fleming introduced a Club Golf Day, 

which was held at the RACV Healesville Country Club.  The success of this outing led to 

subsequent Annual Golf Days. 
 

Mal Fleming’s year concluded with a special celebration of the Club’s 20th Birthday, attended 

by then current President of the Rotary Club of Melbourne, Mev Connell.  Doug Fullerton, our 

Foundation President, was Guest Speaker and he cut the Birthday Cake, surrounded by as many 

Past Presidents and Foundation Members as could be mustered. 
 

The Getaway for this year, coordinated by Rod Westerman, was at Wagga Wagga, NSW. 
 

While we lost four members due to deaths and resignations, and three moved to Honorary Life 

Membership, 11 new Members were inducted this year, restoring the Membership to 99 

Members, eight Life Members and four Honorary Member. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 Riding the Miniature Railway 
   Wagga Wagga   Mal and Gill with Rod and Manci 
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THE CLUB’S 20TH BIRTHDAY 
 

This was celebrated at Hawthorn Receptions immediately after the Annual General Meeting in 

March, 2006. 

 

The photo on the left is an assembly of the available Foundation Members and Past Presidents 

at the time.  The photo on the right shows only the Foundation Members (with a couple of 

extras) watching Foundation President Doug Fullerton cut the cake. 
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YEAR 21 

2006 – 2007 
 

 
 

GILBERT RALPH 
PRESIDENT 

 

  Vice-President Rod Westerman 
  Secretary Peter Hallows 
  Treasurer Andrew Turner 
 
 Committee 
  IPP Malcolm Fleming 
  Visits Ray Nelson 
  Admin David Barber 
  Catering Jim Smith 
  Speakers Derek Prinsley 
  Walks Phil McKay 
  Getaway Peter Pritchard 
 
 Other Officers 
  Public Officer* Peter Hallows  
  Auditor Stanton Sharman 
  Newsletter Editor John Willis 
  Theatre Outings Neville Smith 
  Almoner Evan Hughes 
  Investment Groups Steve Cowie 
   Stanton Sharman 
  Golf Day Mal Fleming 
  Photo Memb Dir. Mal Fleming 
 

(* This year the role of Public Officer was taken over by the Secretary) 
 

Malcolm McKinnon, who had been ill for some time, died in March.  He had been the Public 

Officer for the Club since the Club had become Incorporated in 1993.  The Role was absorbed 

into the duties of the Secretary. 
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In October, Tom Russell, already a Life Member, was presented with his 20 year pin. 

 

The Getaway for this year, coordinated by Peter Pritchard, was at Wangaratta. 

 

In November, the management of Hawthorn Receptions informed the Club that they wanted to 

move us from the second Tuesday in the month as they had a group wanting to use the facility 

every Tuesday.  As this was not acceptable to our Club, we had our last meeting there on 12 

December. 

 

Again, a sub-committee was hastily formed to find a new meeting venue and it was decided to 

move to “Leonda by the Yarra” in Hawthorn.  The first meeting there was in February, 2008. 

 

Membership at the end of this Probus Year was 100 Members, eight Life Members, and one 

Honorary Member. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
At the Wangaratta Getaway 

 
 



57 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A
 “

S
h

a
m

” 
C

o
u

rt
 a

t 
B

e
e

c
h

w
o

rt
h

 -
 2

0
0
6

 G
e
ta

w
a

y
 

 



58 

 

YEAR 22 

2007 – 2008 
 

 
 

ROD WESTERMAN 
PRESIDENT 

 

  Vice-President Milton Myers 
  Secretary Peter Hallows 
  Treasurer Andrew Turner 
 Committee 
  IPP Gilbert Ralph 
  Visits Bob Crozier 
  Admin Peter Dennis / John Hodder 
  Catering Rod Grant 
  Speakers Derek Prinsley 
  Walks David Sutherland 
  Getaway Noel Richardson 
 
 Other Officers 
  Auditor Stanton Sharman 
  Newsletter Editor John Willis 
  Theatre Outings Neville Smith 
  Almoner Evan Hughes/Tom Russell 
  Golf Day Mal Fleming 
  Photo Memb Dir. Mal Fleming  
 

During this year it was felt desirable to resurrect the idea of having a Photographic Membership 

Directory.  Mal Fleming undertook to prepare one, printed commercially in black and white 

and issued to the Members in August of this year.  Whilst having a few “glitches”, it proved to 

be popular with the Members. 

 

In April the Club had a special Package Getaway to Norfolk Island.  Around 30 Members and 

wives spent a week exploring the island and meeting its inhabitants. 

 

The Getaway for this year, coordinated by Noel Richardson, was at Queenscliff/Geelong. 
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Unfortunately, at the end of 2007, only a year since the Club had moved there, Leonda advised 

that their charges would increase significantly in the new Calendar year.  It was felt that the 

Club could not justify the cost of staying there. 

 

After searching around, the Box Hill Golf Club was settled upon as our next “home”.  Our first 

meeting there was in February 2008. 

 

Over the year, three new Members were inducted but we lost four Members due to deaths and 

resignations.  The Membership reduced slightly to 99 Members, eight Life Members and 12 

people on the “Supplementary List”, three of whom were men.  The remainder were widows 

of past Members. 

 

 

 

Lunch on the Tuesday of the Queenscliff / Geelong Getaway was at “The Heights” a heritage 
listed home in Geelong, constructed of cast iron. 
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YEAR 23 

2008 – 2009 
 

 
 

MILTON MYERS 
PRESIDENT 

 

  Vice-President Derek Prinsley 
  Secretary Noel Richardson 
  Treasurer John Hodder 
 
 Committee 
  IPP Rod Westerman 
  Visits Bob Crozier 
  Admin Peter Forsell 
  Catering Rod Grant 
  Speakers Henry Hillman 
  Walks David Sutherland 
  Getaway Mal Fleming 
 
 Other Officers 
  Auditor Stanton Sharman 
  Newsletter Editor John Willis 
  Theatre Outings Neville Smith 
  Almoner Evan Hughes / Tom Russell 
  Golf Day Mal Fleming 
  Photo Memb. Dir. Mal Fleming 
 

The Club was greatly saddened by the death of its Foundation President and Life Member, 

Doug Fullerton, in April 2008.  In the following November, Gordon Wilson was made a Life 

Member, restoring the number of Life Members to eight. 

 

The Getaway for this year, coordinated by Mal Fleming, was at Ballarat. 

 

Six new members were inducted during this year, which brought the number of Members to 

100.  In addition, there were eight Life Members.  This was the first year that the term 
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“Associates” was formally used to describe the widows of past Members who were continuing 

association with the Club.   It was also the first year that the classification of ‘Non-Active 

Member’ was introduced to accommodate those Members who were no longer able, by virtue 

of illness or incapacity, to attend the meetings.  They were previously designated Honorary 

Members. 

 

At the end of the Probus year there were 12 Associates and two Non-Active Members. 
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YEAR 24 

2009 – 2010 
 

 
 

DEREK PRINSLEY 
PRESIDENT 

 

  Vice-President Andrew Turner 
  Secretary Noel Richardson 
  Treasurer John Hodder 
 
 Committee 
  IPP Milton Myers 
  Visits Bob Crozier 
  Admin Peter Forsell 
  Catering Walter Kane 
  Speakers Bill Raper 
  Walks David Sutherland 
  Getaway Roy Blyth 
 
 Other Officers 
  Auditor Stanton Sharman 
  Newsletter Editor John Willis 
  Theatre Outings Neville Smith 
  Almoner Evan Hughes / Tom Russell 
  Golf Day  Mal Fleming 
  Photo Memb Dir. Mal Fleming / Milton Myers 
 

This was a relatively stable year, although there were five new Members inducted balanced by 

five Members resigning, dying or moving to the Non-Active Membership.  A Life Member, 

Roy Davies, was one of the deaths: he died in July. 
 

The Getaway for this year, coordinated by Roy Blyth, was at San Remo / Phillip Island. 
 

Life Member John Willis celebrated 20 years as Newsletter Editor in November and continued 

in the role. 
 

The Club finished the Probus year with 99 Members, seven Life Members and ten Associates, 

with three Non-Active Members. 



63 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



64 

 

YEAR 25 

2010 – 2011 
 

 
 

ANDREW TURNER 
PRESIDENT 

 

  Vice-President Noel Richardson 
  Secretary David Sutherland 
  Treasurer John Hodder 
 

 Committee 
  IPP Derek Prinsley 
  Visits David Pugh 
  Admin Allan Brownrigg 
  Catering Walter Kane 
  Speakers Ian Ferguson 
  Walks Bob Crozier 
  Getaway Ian Webb 
 

 Other Officers 
  Auditor Stanton Sharman 
  Newsletter Editor John Willis 
  Theatre Outings Neville Smith 
  Almoner Evan Hughes / Tom Russell 
  Golf Day  Mal Fleming 
  Photo Memb Dir. Mal Fleming / Milton Myers 
 

Ian Webb was the Coordinator for this year’s Getaway, which was at Shepparton. 
 

At the end of President Andrew’s year, he proposed a sub-committee to look into ways that the 

Club could recruit new younger Members that would give some assurance of the Club’s future. 
 

While four new Members were inducted into the Club this year, we seemed to lose quite a few, 

due to deaths, resignations and transfers to Non-Active Membership. 
 

The membership at the end of the Probus year had dropped to 96 Members, seven Life 

Members and four Non-Active Members.  We had 11 Associates. 
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Pictures from the Shepparton Getaway 
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YEAR 26 

2011 – 2012 
 

 
 

NOEL RICHARDSON 
PRESIDENT 

 

  Vice-President Peter Pritchard 
  Secretary David Sutherland 
  Treasurer Peter Hallows 
 
 Committee 
  IPP Andrew Turner 
  Visits Pat Sands 
  Admin Allan Brownrigg 
  Catering Walter Kane 
  Speakers Ian Ferguson 
  Walks Bob Crozier 
  Getaway Gilbert Ralph 
 
 Other Officers 
  Auditor Stanton Sharman 
  Newsletter Editor John Willis 
  Theatre Outings Neville Smith 
  Almoner Les Withers 
  Golf Day  Mal Fleming 
  Photo Memb Dir. Mal Fleming / Milton Myers 
 

At his Induction as President, Noel Richardson pointed out the steadily increasing average age 

of the Club’s Membership, the slow reduction in the Club Membership and the necessity to 

find younger new members in order to sustain the vitality and character of the Club into the 

future. 

 

As proposed by President Andrew in the previous Probus year, a “think tank” subcommittee 

was formed to consider ways in which the Club could entice “younger” newer members. 
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It was noted that in today’s society, Clubs generally are finding it difficult to recruit members. 

While we could appeal to our sponsoring Rotary Club to direct retiring members to us, as they 

had in the past, it was found that Rotary members are no longer required to leave their Clubs 

once they retire from their business or profession. 

 

In the end, it seemed the most likely source of new members was through the contacts and 

associates of our own Membership. 

 

Gilbert Ralph coordinated the Getaway for this year, which was a return visit to Bendigo.  

While the Getaway was generally a huge success, it was marred slightly by about 50% of the 

participants being infected by the “Bendigo Bug’.  This was later diagnosed, through Rod 

Westerman’s efforts, as the common “Cruise Ship Virus”.  Rod was most helpful at the time 

assisting members to recover from this unfortunate outbreak. 

 

During this year President Noel discussed with John Hodder the idea of introducing a new Club 

activity.  John proposed, and it was decided, to have a trial of a Mini-Getaway, just before 

Easter, 2012, which would attract some of the Members who were “Caravanners”, and others 

who could be relatively self-sufficient in a caravan park.  It was decided to have the trial Mini-

Getaway at Bright. (See next page.) 

 

The beginning of the 2012 calendar year saw the Newsletter appear in colour for the first time.  

This came about under the auspices of President Noel when one of our newer Members at the 

time, Wal Nankervis, brought his printing/publishing skills to bear.  He took over the 

publishing of the Newsletter, while John Willis continued as the Editor. 

 

Eight new Members were inducted into the Club during this Probus Year.  However, as in the 

previous year, there were a large number of deaths, resignations and transference to the Non-

Active List.  At the end of this Probus year, the membership numbers were: 92 Members, seven 

Life Members, eight Non-Active Members and 12 Associates. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Pictures 
from Bendigo 
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YEAR 27 

2012 – 2013 
 

 
 

PETER PRITCHARD 
PRESIDENT 

 

  Vice-President Ian Ferguson 
  Secretary John Hodder 
  Treasurer Peter Hallows 
 
 Committee 
  IPP Noel Richardson 
  Visits Pat Sands 
  Admin Allan Brownrigg 
  Catering Don Willis / Ross Fardon 
  Speakers John Reynolds 
  Walks Graeme Tulloch 
  Getaway Walter Kane 
 
 Other Officers 
  Auditor Stanton Sharman 
  Newsletter Editor John Willis / Wal Nankervis 
  Theatre Outings Neville Smith 
  Almoner Les Withers 
  Golf Day  Mal Fleming 
  Photo Memb Dir. Mal Fleming / Milton Myers 
  Mini Getaway John and Angela Hodder - Bright 
 

The Club continued happily under Peter and his Committee at the Box Hill Golf Club. 

 

The Mini-Getaway at Bright, held in late March, was attended by 28 Members, Wives/Partners 

and Associates.  Being considered a great success, it was decided to make this an annual event. 

 

At the April meeting of this year, the Guest Speaker was Mark Shiell, the Conductor and 

Musical Director of the Zelman Memorial Symphony Orchestra.  One of our Members, Allan 
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Schurmann, is not only a member of the ZMSO but is also on its Management Committee.  He 

was able to arrange a group booking for performances at Xavier College, Kew, and this has 

become a most popular activity (albeit outside of the Club’s activities) for Members. 

 

The Getaway for this year, coordinated by Walter Kane, was at Warrnambool. 

 

Over the year, two new Members were inducted, but a number of resignations and deaths 

brought our numbers to 93 Members, six Life Members, three Non-Active Members and 13 

Associates.  The one Life Member we lost late in the Probus year was Evan Hughes, who for 

many years served the Club as its Almoner. 

 

 

 Pictures from 
the Warrnambool Getaway 
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YEAR 28 

2013 – 2014 
 

 
 

IAN FERGUSON 
PRESIDENT 

 

  Vice-President Ian Webb 
  Secretary John Hodder 
  Treasurer Ross Worboys 
 
 Committee 
  IPP Peter Pritchard 
  Visits Richard Smith 
  Admin John Hicks 
  Catering Ross Fardon 
  Speakers Peter FitzRoy 
  Walks Graeme Tulloch 
  Getaway Allan Schurmann 
 
 Other Officers 
  Auditor Stanton Sharman 
  Newsletter Editor John Willis / Wal Nankervis 
  Theatre Outings Neville Smith 
  Almoner Les Withers 
  Golf Day  Mal Fleming 
  Photo Memb Dir. Mal Fleming / Milton Myers 
  Mini Getaway John Hicks / Lois Bell Getaway - Cobram 
 

The pre-Easter Mini-Getaway was at the RACV resort at Cobram near the Murray River, and 

was coordinated by John Hicks and Lois Bell, assisted by Denis Dowty and Barbara Essex.  

Again, this was a great success and had 52 attendees. 

 

The Getaway for this year, coordinated by Allan Schurmann, was at Bowral, NSW.  This was 

the first interstate Getaway since the Wagga Wagga Getaway in 2005.  President Ian named it 

– “To the Manor Born”. 
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After 24 years as Newsletter Editor, John Willis, at the grand age of 92, decided it was time to 

retire.  He had done a wonderful job in maintaining that responsibility for so long.  The new 

Editor was Mal Fleming, starting, helped by Wal Nankervis, with the February 2014 edition. 

 

During February 2014, John Hicks contacted the Box Hill Golf Club to confirm the Club’s 

bookings for the mornings of the second Tuesday in every month, only to find that the Box Hill 

Golf Club had double booked the April and some other dates on which our Club thought it had 

prior and secure bookings.  Unfortunately, the Box Hill Golf Club was not going to resolve the 

matter in our Club’s favour, so we were looking for a new home again. 

 

Fortunately, our Past President Milton Myers had an association with the Kew Golf Club.  

President Ian and others went with him and were able to negotiate an arrangement with the 

Kew Golf Club. 

 

The Club’s last meeting at the Box Hill Golf Club was in March 2014.  This was the date of 

our Annual General Meeting, at which Ian Webb took over the office of President. 

 

By the end of the Probus year, we had inducted two new Members.  Due to resignations and 

deaths, the Club had 95 Members, five Life Members, three Non-Active Members and 15 

Associates. 

 

 

 

 
Bowral Getaway, 2013 
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YEAR 29 

2014 – 2015 
 

 
 

IAN WEBB 
PRESIDENT 

 

  Vice-President John Hodder 
  Secretary John Hicks 
  Treasurer Ross Worboys 
 
 Committee 
  IPP Ian Ferguson 
  Visits Richard Smith 
  Admin Arthur Stubbs 
  Catering Warrick Mitchell 
  Speakers Peter FitzRoy 
  Walks Graeme Tulloch 
  Getaway John Baldwin 
 
 Other Officers 
  Auditor Stanton Sharman 
  Newsletter Editor Mal Fleming 
  Theatre Outings Neville Smith 
  Almoner Les Withers 
  Golf Day  Mal Fleming 
  Photo Memb Dir. Mal Fleming / Milton Myers 
  Mini Getaway Ross and Barbara Fardon - Grampians 
 

The April 2014 General Meeting, at the start of Ian’s year, was at our new home, The Kew 

Golf Club.  This is a very comfortable venue with an attractive outlook over the golf course. 
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The Mini-Getaway was at the 4 Seasons Caravan Park at Halls Gap and was organised by Ross 

and Barbara Fardon.  Like the previous Mini-Getaways, it was a great success and was attended 

by 50 participants. 

 

This year seemed to have a “Tramways” theme to it in as much as the Visit in March was a 

cruise in the Tramboat along the Maribyrnong River, and then the July Visit was a travelling 

luncheon in the Colonial Tramcar Restaurant. 

 

The Getaway for this year, coordinated by John and Meredith Baldwin, was at Launceston, 

Tasmania.  This was our first Getaway “overseas” and was well attended.  Strangely, a feature 

in the bar of the Best Western Hotel where we stayed in Launceston was a Tramcar. 

 

During the year the Club had a rare opportunity to help celebrate a 100th birthday.  One of our 

Associates, Irena Higgins OAM, turned 100 in June.  She was awarded an OAM for her 

extensive involvement in social work over her lifetime.  Sadly, she died just two months later. 

 

Despite six new Members being inducted into the Club membership during Ian’s Presidency, 

the membership numbers at the end were: 84 Members, five Life Members, two of whom were 

Non-Active, four additional Non-Active Members and 19 Associates. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Launceston Getaway Pictures 
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YEAR 30 

2015 – 2016 
 

 
 

JOHN HODDER 
PRESIDENT 

 

  Vice-President David Sutherland 
  Secretary John Hodder 
  Treasurer Ross Worboys 
 
 Committee 
  IPP Ian Webb 
  Visits John Savage 
  Admin Arthur Stubbs 
  Catering Neil Pearce 
  Speakers Peter Laver 
  Walks David Barber 
  Getaway Warrick Mitchell 
 
 Other Officers 
  Auditor Stanton Sharman 
  Newsletter Editor Mal Fleming 
  Theatre Outings Neville Smith 
  Almoner Les Withers 
  Golf Day  Mal Fleming 
  Photo Memb Dir. Mal Fleming / Milton Myers 
  Mini Getaway Denys and Susan Harraway - Queenscliff 
 

48 Members, Partners and Associates went on this year’s Mini-Getaway at Queenscliff, 

organised by Denys and Susan Harraway.  A feature of these Mini-Getaways has become the 

Monday Lunch, which this year was a great success at the Oakdene Winery. 



76 

 

Mal Fleming organised a Golf Day for 5 May, but alas it was rained out.  A second attempt at 

a Golf Day was arranged for 6 October, but this had to be abandoned too, because of heat. 

 

Despite these setbacks, and mainly due to other contributions to the Club, Mal was made a Life 

Member of the Club in June of this year. 

 

Another feature of this year was that while the Kew Golf Club was undergoing renovations, 

two of our meetings were held at the adjacent Greenacres Golf Club.  This is the Golf Club of 

which President John is a member.  We were treated very well. 

 

One highlight of this year’s visits (especially for the Engineers) was arranged by Gilbert Ralph 

to the Henry Royce Foundation’s Rolls Royce Museum and Workshop at Rowville. 

 

The Getaway for this year, coordinated by Warrick and Barbara Mitchell, was in Adelaide, 

South Australia.  While the weather was too hot to play golf (had to be cancelled again!) the 

rest of the Getaway was a great success – especially the final dinner in the State Library. 

 

Five new Members were inducted into the Club over President John’s year. 

 

The membership numbers at the end of the 30th year were: 83 Members, six Life Members, 

two of whom were Non-Active, an additional five Non-Active Members and 20 Associates. 
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Probus Club of Port Phillip 

30th  Birthday Celebrations 

 

Ethel Fullarton Cuts the Cake 
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YEAR 31 
 

2016 - 2017 
 
 

 
 
 

DAVID SUTHERLAND 
PRESIDENT 

 
 
 

Vice-President  John Hicks  
Secretary    Alan Schurmann 
Treasurer    Trevor Faragher 
 

Committee 
 IPP    John Hodder 
 Visits    Alan Brownrigg 
 Admin    Barry Andrews 
 Catering    Neil Pearce 
 Speakers             Peter Laver 
 Walks     Miles Pierce 
 Getaway    Arthur Stubbs  
 

Other Officers 
 Auditor    Stanton Sharman 
 Newsletter Editor  Mal Fleming 
 Theatre Outings  Neville Smith 
 Almoner   Les Withers 
 Golf Day    Mal Fleming 
 Photo Memb Dir  Mal Fleming / Milton Myers 
 Mini-Getaway  Peter & Sandy Hallows - Inverloch 
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Another very important year for the Club, when we celebrated its 30th birthday.  A number of 

very early Members in attendance, a splendid cake and – importantly – release of ’30 Years of 

Fellowship’ a history of the Club prepared by a Past President, Mal Fleming. 
 

Arthur and Margo Stubbs convened an excellent Getaway at Lakes Entrance, taking full 

advantage of very comfortable accommodation and the plethora of sights and activities both 

there and encountered during two cruises along the Lakes.  A Turf Farm and a Vegetable Farm 

and Processing Plant added great interest, but probably no one came home wishing to be a 

processor of onions!  Also, one participant found that spending too long in a spa can 

dramatically change the colour of your swimwear!! 

 

The Mini-Getaway at Inverloch organised by Peter and Sandy Hallows was very well attended 

and greatly enjoyed.  Visiting the Wonthaggi desalination plant was a real feature. 

 

The Visits and Walks Programs also continued to cover very wide-ranging and interesting 

destinations.  There may have been a few shivers when in the presence of Squizzy Taylor!  Less 

so at the Seafarer’s Mission in Docklands. 

 

Membership comprised 83 Members (including four Active Life Members), two Non-Active 

Life Members, five Non-Active Members and 18 Associates.  Members greatly appreciated 

Greenacres’ willingness to accommodate us for two months during renovations at Kew. 

 

 

 
 
Two-Up in Squizzy Taylor’s Territory                                          Federation Bells                        
                                                                        
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Apache Cat – “at home”, Living Legends                          Monsalvat: anyone for a swim? 
                                                                                           (they say Mick Jagger swam naked) 
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LAKES ENTRANCE GETAWAY 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Val                                                at the Turf Farm 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
‘Bon Accord’ Processing Plant 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Getaway Convenor Arthur                        Judith                                 and Trevor 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Mary, David, John and Meredith Lunch at Metung 
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YEAR 32 

2017 – 2018 
 

 
 

 
 

JOHN HICKS 
PRESIDENT 

  
Vice-President   Peter Hallows 
Secretary    Alan Schurmann 
Treasurer    Walter Kane 
 

Committee 
 IPP     David Sutherland 
 Visits     Alan Brownrigg 
 Admin    Barry Andrews 
 Catering    Neil Pearce 
 Speakers             Peter Laver 
 Walks     Miles Pierce 
 Getaway             Warrick Mitchell 

 
Other Officers 

 Auditor             Stanton Sharman 
 Newsletter Editor   Mal Fleming 
 Theatre Outings   Neville Smith 
 Almoner    Ross Fardon 
 Golf Day    Mal Fleming 
 Photo Memb Dir   Mal Fleming / Milton Myers 
 Mini-Getaway   Gilbert/Nanette Ralph – Echuca/Moama 
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Warrick and Barbara Mitchell ran a wonderful Getaway in Canberra for 80 attendees.  Some 

highlights were wreath laying at the Australian War Memorial, Arboretum, National Gallery, 

Parliament and Deep Space Centre visits and a guided tour of the Government House Gardens, 

during which some of us were joined by the Governor General and his wife. 

 

The Mini-Getaway, co-ordinated by Gilbert and Nanette Ralph, was at Moama, the Club’s first 

“interstate” venue for a Mini-Getaway.  Forty-two attendees, including some new Members, 

enjoyed a range of on and by the water activities. 

 

Visits continued to offer much diversity and great interest, amongst which were a Tramboat 

trip along the Yarra in glorious weather and the fascinating C J Dennis Singing Garden at 

Toolangi.  On the other hand, a decision was taken to cease ‘Walks’ as a Club activity, due to 

diminishing numbers of participants in recent years.  At least it ended on a high, final locations 

including Williamstown/Hobson’s Bay, Albert Park and the Inner Circle Railway Line. 

 

An exciting and successful initiative on the other hand has been a monthly ‘Coffee and 

Conversation’ group, chaired by Frank Larkins and meeting at Rylands, East Hawthorn. 

 
Membership stood at 81.  This included five Active Life Members, among whom was John 

Hodder, a Past President and Secretary, awarded Life Membership during the year.  There were 

two Non-Active Life Members, six Non-Active Members and 18 Associates. 

 

 
 

          Tramboat Ride                                 John and Wal at Herring Island, River Yarra 
 

  

 

  

             Barb and Rob at Docklands 

 
Walking by the Bay 
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CANBERRA GETAWAY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Visiting the Arboretum, 
Canberra 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Final Dinner at the Canberra Getaway 

 
 

 
 

Government House -                     John and Frances 
Tour of the Gardens 
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YEAR 33 

2018 – 2019 
 

 

 
 

 
ALLAN SCHURMANN 

PRESIDENT 
  

Vice-President   Peter Hallows / Frank Larkins 
Secretary    Neil Pearce 
Treasurer    Walter Kane 
 

Committee 
 IPP               John Hicks 
 Visits    John Bone 
 Admin    Barry Andrews 
 Catering   Arthur Stubbs 
 Speakers   Frank Larkins 
 Getaway    Richard Smith 

 
Other Officers 

 Auditor    Stanton Sharman 
 Newsletter Editor   Mal Fleming 
 Theatre Outings   Neville Smith 
 Almoner    Ross Fardon 
 Golf Day    Ian Webb 
 Photo Memb Dir   Mal Fleming / Milton Myers 
 Mini-Getaway  John Hodder – Painters Island Wangaratta 
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Secretary Allan Schurmann took an accelerated progression into the position of President when 

Vice President Peter Hallows developed a range of health issues that prevented him assuming 

office this year. 

 

Nevertheless, the new Committee rallied round and the year saw a full program of events 

capably executed. 

 

Richard Smith and Kathy Howard conducted a most interesting and enjoyable Getaway at 

Albury/Wodonga.  Our hotel was on the very spot where Hume and Hovell first attempted to 

cross the Murray River.  The mayors of each of the respective cities were very entertaining 

speakers one night and the visit to Adamshurst Mansion would best be described as 

“surprising”.  As usual, however, our final dinner - at All Saints Winery - was splendid. 

 

Earlier in the year, our Mini-Getaway at Wangaratta, arranged by John and Angela Hodder, saw 

a few early weather challenges for the 36 participants, but beautiful days thereafter proved ideal 

for the various activities. 

 

A full program of Visits ranged widely from Flemington Racecourse to Cruden Farm and the 

Archibald Prize exhibition in Geelong.  Theatre Nights took in ‘Singin in the Rain’ and ‘Dr 

Zhivago’.  The variety and calibre of speakers continued to be inspiring and interesting, not 

least the addresses on the Synchrotron, planning of wills and the Salvation Army (with Major 

Brendan Nottle). 

 

Membership did decline, to 72, including four Active Life Members. There were two Non-

Active Life Members, eight Non-Active Members and 17 Associates.  Among the deaths were 

the Club’s third President, Tom Russell, and the Newsletter Editor for 24 years, John Willis – 

each of whom was a Life Member. 

 

A Membership sub-committee was formed to review the position and make recommendations 

for future membership arrangements.  It recommended, amongst other matters, that women be 

allowed to become full ordinary members of the Club, on the same terms and conditions as 

men.  Management Committee accepted the recommendations and these were to be put to the 

Annual General Meeting at the start of the Club’s 34th year.  

 
 ALBURY / WODONGA GETAWAY 

 
 
 

       Bev, Angela & Frances 
 
 
       Gordon, Gilbert & Ross 

       Not quite Margaret Smith 
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Final dinner at All Saints Winery (above and left) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Adamshurst Mansion (below) and its organ-playing resident Anglican Minister (with Richard 
Smith) 
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 VISITS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lindley enjoys the lavender 

 
Cruden Farm, Langwarrin 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Flemington Racecourse 

 
 

Bart – The Master                                         Correct Weight at Weigh-In? 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Bev and Dedrie 

 
Stokes Collection and Garden at Mount Macedon 

 
 
 
 

  



88 

 

YEAR 34 

2019 – 2020 
 

 
 

 
FRANK LARKINS 

PRESIDENT 
  

Vice-President  Colin Adam 
Secretary    Neil Pearce 
Treasurer    Walter Kane 
 

Committee 
 IPP     Allan Schurmann 
 Visits    John Bone 
 Admin    Jim Green 
 Catering    Arthur Stubbs 
 Speakers    Alan Castleman 
 Website    Dedrie Green 
 Getaway   Ross Worboys 

 
Other Officers 

 Auditor    Stanton Sharman 
 Coffee & Conversation  Gilbert Ralph  
 Newsletter Editor  Mal Fleming 
 Theatre Outings   Neville Smith 
 Almoner    Ross Fardon 
 Golf Day    Ian Webb 
 Photo Memb Dir   Mal Fleming / Milton Myers 
 Mini-Getaway   Ian Webb – Ocean Grove 
 Membership    Don McAllister 
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“Overall, the past year has been a historic one in the 33-year history of the Club”.   This was 

how President Frank summed up 2019-20, the year in which he served as the Club’s President. 

 

Little did he know that over the two following years, the Club would face the challenges 

imposed by the world-wide Covid epidemic.  Let alone that the key events of 2019-20 would 

contribute so much to the Club’s ensuing viability. 

 

A newly-formed Membership Sub-Committee addressed the issues of ageing members and 

declining numbers and its recommendations went to the Annual General Meeting of the Club.  

The outcome was that for the first time women could become members in their own right.  In 

September 2019, sixteen women were inducted (photo below) and five more followed by 

March 2020. 

 

For the year as a whole, the Club gained 26 new members.  The year ended with 85 Active 

Members and three Active Life Members, along with 13 Non-Active Members, one Non-

Active Life Member and 15 Associates. 

 

Sadly, however, eight Members had died during the year.  These included a Foundation and 

Life Member Bruce Marks, who had served as Secretary from 1986-93, and Steve Cowie, 

President in 2000-01.  Stanton Sharman, moving to the country, also stepped down after serving 

as Auditor for many years. 

 

Maybe reflecting the increasing age of so many members, four 30-Year pins were presented 

during the year, as well as one 20-Year pin. 

 

An excellent Getaway to RACV Goldfields at Creswick was organised by Ross and Bev 

Worboys, while Ian and Lindley Webb ran a greatly enjoyed Mini-Getaway at Ocean Grove. 

 

 

 
GETAWAY 

 
 
 
Final dinner at Craig’s Hotel, 
Ballarat 
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YEAR 35 

2020 – 2021 
 

 

 
 

 
COLIN ADAM 
PRESIDENT 

  
Vice-President   Neil Pearce 
Secretary   Neil Pearce / John Hodder 
Treasurer    Ross Worboys 
 

Committee 
 IPP     Frank Larkins 
 Visits    Miles Pierce 
 Admin    Jim Green 
 Catering    Arthur Stubbs 
 Speakers   Alan Castleman 
 Website    Dedrie Green 
 Getaway    John Rankin 

 
Other Officers 

 Letter of Comfort  Diane Thompson 
 Coffee & Conversation Gilbert Ralph  
 Newsletter Editor   Mal Fleming 
 Theatre Outings  Neville Smith 
 Almoner   Ross Fardon 
 Golf Day    Ian Webb 
 Photo Memb Dir   Mal Fleming / Milton Myers 
 Mini-Getaway  Don McAllister – Beechworth 
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A year in which Covid made its impact.  Maybe another “historic one”, as indicated last year 

by President Frank, but not quite in the sense that he intended. 

 

Club Meetings at Kew Golf Club frequently cancelled; the projected Getaway to Hobart 

abandoned; very few Visits; Speakers for meetings deferred – perhaps indefinitely.  All in all, 

not much opportunity for the usual face to face interaction. 

 

On the other hand, President Colin demonstrated all the skills of an engineer by holding many 

meetings both of the Club and the Committee by means of Zoom – a completely new 

experience for so many attendees.  This also was successfully taken up for Coffee & 

Conservation.  Two very topical Speakers were Professor Peter Doherty (by Zoom) on viral 

outbreaks and Covid 19 and Andrew Turner (at one of our few live meetings) on viral transfers 

from animals to humans. 

 

A Mini-Getaway at least did happen early in the year.  Don and Maureen McAllister organised 

this very interesting and enjoyable trip to Beechworth. 

 

Membership remained at 85 (including three Active Life Members). There were one Non-

Active Life Member, ten Non-Active Members and 14 Associates. 
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YEAR 36 

2021 – 2022 
 
 

 
 
 

NEIL PEARCE 
PRESIDENT 

  
Vice-President  Don McAllister 
Secretary    John Hodder 
Treasurer   Ross Worboys 
 

Committee 
 IPP     Colin Adam 
 Visits    Warrick Mitchell 
 Admin    Jim Green 
 Catering    Susan Harraway 
 Speakers    Alan Castleman 
 Website    Dedrie Green 
 Getaway   John Rankin 

 
Other Officers 

Letter of Comfort   Diane Thompson 
 Coffee & Conversation  Lois Bell  
 Newsletter Editor   Arthur Stubbs 
 Theatre Outings   Neville Smith 
 Almoner    Ross Fardon / Ian Webb 
 Golf Day    Ian Webb 
 Photo Memb Dir   Mal Fleming / Milton Myers 
 Mini-Getaway  Colin Adam – Goldfields/Creswick 
 Membership    Don McAllister 
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Another very strange year for the Club, hit again and again not only by the impact of Covid 

generally, but also by its effect on the morale of residents in a city that gained the unwanted 

status of having the world’s longest lock down. 

 

Cancellation once again of the scheduled Getaway in Hobart was a great disappointment, all 

travel to Tasmania being refused by the Tasmanian Government and Victoria’s own major 

restrictions – let alone an unwillingness of members to venture away. 

 

Four monthly meetings were cancelled (although Zoom replaced two of these).  Only four 

Visits took place and the Speakers Program took hits, as did Zelman Orchestra and Theatre 

Nights.  Then, after twenty years, the ‘Stash Stars’ decided on a well-earned retirement. 

 

However, a Goldfields Mini-Getaway was a great success, a fill-in January Club General 

Meeting gave a chance to renew acquaintances and planning for an up-coming Hamilton ‘Mini-

Max Getaway” is promising, if Covid stays away.  Members showed great resilience in 

attending such activities as were allowed.  At least the Club could celebrate its 35th birthday at 

the March meeting (with blue and yellow balloons). 

 

Membership was 92 at the end of the year, an increase of seven, entirely due to the rise from 

23 to 30 for Women Members.  Three Active Life Members are among the 92, along with one 

Non-Active Life Member, six Non-Active Members and 12 Associates.  Sadly, there were eight 

deaths, including one former Club President, Richard Tisher. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Mirka Mora Exhibition at the Jewish Museum, one of the Club’s Visits 
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MINI GETAWAY 

 

 
 
Begonias in full bloom at Ballarat during the Goldfields Mini-Getaway 

 

 
 

Final lunch venue at the Lake (left)  
    Walking at Creswick (above) 

 
 
 

 
 
Moorabbin Air Museum – another Visit achieved! 
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YEAR 37 

2022 – 2023 
 
 

 
 

 
DON McALLISTER 

PRESIDENT 
  

Vice-President   Susan Harraway 
Secretary             Russell Smith 
Treasurer   David Abbott 
 

Committee 
 IPP     Neil Pearce 
 Visits     Warrick Mitchell 
 Admin    Jim Green 
 Catering    Pamela Smith 
 Speakers   Alan Castleman 
 Website    Dedrie Green 
 Getaway    Margaret Hill 

 
Other Officers 

 Letter of Comfort  Diane Thompson 
 Coffee & Conversation  Lois Bell 
 Newsletter Editor   Arthur Stubbs 
 Almoner    Ian Webb 
 Photo Memb Dir   Mal Fleming / Milton Myers 
 Mini-Max Getaway   Neil Pearce 
 Membership    Janet Thomson 

 
 
 
 

  



97 

 

Finally, an almost normal year for the Club – even if the weather did its best to disrupt plans. 

 

The Mini-Max Getaway to Hamilton, organised by Immediate Past President Neil Pearce, 

provided another wonderful chance for the 35 attendees to get together.  Jig-Saw Farms and 

the final lunch at Dunkeld were true highlights. 

 

Covid hangovers meant the long-scheduled Hobart Getaway again went on ice and the planned 

replacement at Shepparton in the Goulburn Valley then fell victim to floods.  A replacement 

Mini-Getaway at Torquay with 34 attendees was organised at lightning speed by Margaret Hill 

and was a huge success.  Who would have expected a performance by the Australian 

Brandenburg Orchestra? 

 

A 30-Year Pin was presented, plus four 20-Year ones to Male Members.  Six 20-Year Pins were 

also presented to Women Members to recognise their long involvement in the Club over this 

period as Wives and Partners of Members. 

 

After so many weather-related cancellations over the years, it was decided to abandon the 

annual Golf Day as a Club activity and the Theatre Outings also lapsed. 

 

Membership declined, with 81 Members at the end of the year, including three Active Life 

Members.  There was one Non-Active Life Member and four Non-Active Members, plus nine 

Associates.  The decline reflected a number of resignations, mostly age and health- related, but 

even more sadly, a further seven who passed away. 

 

 
 
 GETAWAYS – MINI AND MINIMAX 

 
 

 
Lunch at Basil’s Farm, Torquay Mini-Getaway 
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Minimax Getaway at Hamilton 
      

           Lunch at Alexandra Club 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
   
 

 
 
 

                  

Jigsaw Farm Cavendish  
 
 
 
                                                        Ross, Bev and Jean at Falls 

Botanic Gardens Hamilton 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
.          
               Final Lunch Royal Mail Hotel, Dunkeld 

Campe’s Motor Museum Hamilton   
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YEAR 38 

2023 – 2024 
 
 

 
 

 
SUSAN HARRAWAY 

PRESIDENT 
  

Vice-President  Peter Laver 
Secretary    Russell Smith 
Treasurer    Pamela Smith 
 

Committee 
 IPP Don McAllister 
 Visits    Neil Pearce 
 Admin    Paul Clark 
 Catering    Anne St George 
 Speakers   Margaret Hill 
 Website   Dedrie Green 
 Getaway    John Rankin 
 Walks     Miles Pierce 

 
Other Officers 

 Letter of Comfort   Diane Thompson 
 Coffee & Conversation  Lois Bell 
 Newsletter Editor  David Sutherland 
 Theatre Outings   Neville Smith 
 Almoner    Ian Webb 
 Photo Memb Dir  Mal Fleming / Milton Myers 
 Mini-Getaway  Margaret Hill - Shepparton 
 Membership    Janet Thomson 
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Susan Harraway became President Susan in March and thus became the first Woman 
President in the Club’s 38-Year history.  Not only that, she received a 30-Year pin: 
again, the first for a Woman Member, in recognition of her very long time with the Club, 
initially as the wife of former President, the late Denys Harraway. 
 
A major triumph for the Club was finally holding the Getaway in Hobart – after two 
previous cancellations due to Covid.  John and Marsha Rankin decided they were not 
jinxes and put up their hands yet again.  MONA was a highlight, as were the historic 
Theatre Royale and a bevy of ducks who decided to listen to Miles Pierce talking about 
Richmond Bridge.  The only drawback was eleven of our participants went down with 
Covid during or (mostly) soon after the Getaway. 
 
Earlier in the year, Margaret Hill arranged a memorable Mini-Getaway at Shepparton 
for 31 participants.  The Hon Pat McNamara, a. former Deputy Premier, was a fountain 
of information on local water management and conservation.  A final dinner at the 
Hurlstone Homestead was a delight, as was the “opening” lunch on the way to 
Shepparton at the Mitchelton Winery. 
 
The new Visits arrangements incorporated a Sub-Committee with each member 
individually responsible for the respective visits.  This proved to be a great success in 
spreading the load, with a very varied program.  The final Visit, however, may have 
been the highlight of the year: perfect weather embraced the Royal Exhibition Building 
and its Dome. 
 
We continued to enjoy a wide range of very stimulating speakers, while the range of 
topics addressed at ‘Coffee & Conversation’ just astounds. 
 
Membership is 82, including three Active Life Members. There is one Non-Active Life 
Member, six Non-Active Members and seven Associates.  While nine new Members 
joined, this was offset by a number of deaths, including Peter Hallows, formerly 
scheduled to be Club President in 2018-19.  A real highlight was the cake-cutting for 
our newly-minted Centenarian, Patrick Sands. 
 
 
 
 MINI GETAWAY 

 

 
 
Mitchelton Winery               Ursula, Manfred & Mitch,  
                           Botanic Gardens Shepparton 
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 (AT LAST) – THE HOBART GETAWAY 
                                                                                               Miles at Richmond Bridge 

  
  
Theatre Royal - in the footsteps of Sir Laurence Olivier? 

 

 
 
MONA – Museum of Old and New Art                                         Morning tea – Glen Derwent 
 
                                                                                               
 
 

  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

       might lead to gaol 

 
Excessive Cascade Brewery beer                                                        but salvation is at hand 
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YEAR 39 

2024 – 2025 
 
 

 
 
 

PETER LAVER 
PRESIDENT 

  
Vice-President   Frank Larkins 
Secretary    Russell Smith 
Treasurer                            Pamela Smith 
 

Committee 
 IPP     Susan Harraway 
 Visits    Susan Harraway 
 Admin    Paul Clark 
 Catering   Anne St George 
 Speakers   Margaret Hill  
 Getaway   Jim & Dedrie Green 

 
Other Officers 

 Website   Adrian Farrell 
 Letter of Comfort  Ross Worboys 
 Coffee & Conversation  Allan Brownrigg 
 Newsletter Editor  David Sutherland / Graham Marshall 
Almoner   Ross Fardon  
Photo Memb Dir  John Rankin / Milton Myers 
 Mini-Getaway   Margaret Hill - Shepparton 
 Membership    Peter Laver 
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Another full year of meetings, not hammered by Covid.  An innovation was the contribution 

from Members of short talks on their involvements in volunteer work – truly some amazing 

insights gained into the lives of our fellow Members. 

 

A successful Getaway at Warrnambool was organised by Jim and Dedrie Green, with a 

Getaway contracted for the first time to a local bus company.  Thirty-four participants did not 

necessarily enjoy wild winds from the Antarctic initially, but those winds did settle down.  

Visiting the township of Port Fairy, an abalone farm and a rock quarry indicated the Getaway’s 

diversity.  Our final dinner, at the Koroit Convent, “amazed”. 
 
The April Mini-Getaway was the trailblazer for contracting out itinerary and transport 

arrangements, with 20 Members touring the Silo Art Trail in central and northern Victoria.  

Ross and Bev Worboys convened the trip: bonusses included the tiny towns of St James and 

Devenish, birthplaces respectively of G J Coles and Vivian Bulwinkle. 

 

Visits retained the new sub-committee approach, with members individually responsible for 

each visit.  As usual, they ranged widely and in topicality, from the Metro Rail Link 

Headquarters and Radio Station 3MBS through to Shrine of Remembrance, Pentridge Prison 

and the Blue Lotus Gardens. 

 

An astonishing variety of high-quality speakers once again featured, amongst whom were a 

swimmer who crossed the English Channel, an expert in men’s health and the Commonwealth’s 

Chief Medical Officer during Covid, Professor Brendan Murphy AC.  Topics addressed at 

Coffee & Conversation similarly ranged widely and attracted spirited input. 

 

Membership was 82, including two Active Life Members.  A Non-Active Life Member, Les 

Schultz, passed away: he was President in 1989-90 and a Committee Member in the Club’s 

Foundation Year.  There is one Non-Active Life Member, seven Non-Active Members and six 

Associates. 

 
 VISITS 

 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Werribee Mansion      Pentridge                           Shrine of Remembrance 
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Duldig Museum 

 
Metro Rail Link HQ GETAWAY: Maritime Village  

 

 
 

 
 

Hopkins Falls Murnane Beach Budi Bim Cultural Landscape 

 

 

 

 

Hand feeding Snakes alive! It’s Chloe Wombat ‘Willow’ at 10 mths 

 
 

 
 

  

Abalone Farm The Convent at Koroit Final “Grande Dinner” 
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YEAR 40 

2025 – 2026 
 
 

 
 

 
FRANK LARKINS 

PRESIDENT 
  

Vice-President   
Secretary   Vaughan Beck 
Treasurer   John Frew 
 

Committee 
IPP     Peter Laver 
Visits     Susan Harraway 
 Admin    Barbara Fox 
Catering    Jim Studebaker 
Speakers   Colin Adam 
Getaway    Colin & Susan Palethorpe 

 
Other Officers 

Website   Adrian Farrell 
Letter of Comfort   Ross Worboys 
Coffee & Conversation  Allan Brownrigg 
Newsletter Editor  Graham Marshall 
Almoner   Ross Fardon 
Photo Memb Dir  John Rankin / Milton Myers 
Mini-Getaway   
Membership   Russell Smith 

 
 
 
  



106 

 

Frank Larkins was elected as President in March 2025, the first occasion that a former President 

(2019-20) has again taken this office. 

 

An excellent Getaway was organised by Colin and Susan Palethorpe at Lakes Entrance.  A 

majority of the 35 participants travelled to and from there by bus – in the rain on the way there 

– but mostly the weather was tolerable, if not conducive to the beach!  Two trips “on the water” 

were delightful, especially the welcoming committees formed by thousands of cormorants, 

pelicans and seals at The Entrance. 

 

Visits again were run by individual members of the sub-committee.  A variety of interesting 

and varied destinations included urban and regional, historic and contemporary, technical and 

less so.  So many of us have passed the National Communications Museum in Hawthorn with 

no idea it existed: Probus is a great teacher. 

 

The Speakers program just amazed.  It would be hard to go past a Nobel Laureate (namely, 

Peter Doherty) but the methods of local investigative journalism and the heroism of health-

service volunteers during the terrible conditions in WW1 Serbia both had the meetings in awe. 

 

Membership increased to 91, including two Active Life Members, along with one Non-Active 

Life Member, five Non-Active Members and six Associates.  A highlight was the presentation 

of a 30-Year Pin to Elaine Tisher; another was celebrating the 102nd birthday of Pat Sands 

(although he has been a member “only” since 2008!  Sadly, on the other hand, three Members 

passed away.  Nevertheless, it is very notable – and encouraging - that there have been some 

40 inductions to the Club during the past four years. 

 

President Frank and his successor as President in 2020-21, Colin Adam, currently Speakers 

Co-ordinator.  Could the Club be in better hands? 

 

 

 

Colin (left) and Frank on the hunt for abalone at the Warrnambool 

Getaway 
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VISITS 

 

 

 

‘Modern’ Italian Exhibition             Heide Museum of Modern Art 

 
 

 

 
Melbourne and the Bay             Outlook from Level 88        Eureka Tower 

 

 

 

    

     

     
 
Capital Theatre’s famed  
ceiling 
 
 
 

                                                                                                
 
 
   Yea Wetlands 
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GETAWAY – LAKES ENTRANCE 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“Guard of Honour” at The Entrance – or maybe just a bit hungry? 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
    Good Ship Dredge ‘Tommy Norton …………………… and a  very able-bodied crew   
 
 

 
 
Lunches at Metung Hotel          and at Nyerimilang Homestead         
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Wine “Eating” (Tasting) Nicholson River Winery 
 
 

 
Final Dinner at Wyanga Park Winery 
      Nowa Nowa Men’s Choir 
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SECRETARIES 
 

While the President of the Club is the obvious leader and conductor of meetings and other 

matters relating to the running and welfare of the Club, the Secretary has a much more detailed, 

wide-ranging and hands-on set of tasks to ensure the smooth running of the organisation. 

 

Over the years, the Club has been fortunate to have a succession of very capable and enthusiastic 

Secretaries.  These are as follows: 

 

 

JOHN MORGAN 
 

At the first meeting of the Club on 25 March, 1986, John Morgan was 

appointed Acting Secretary, pro tempore (see page 7 “Beginnings”) 
 

He retired from this position at the August (1986) Committee Meeting, 

having previously agreed to serve as Secretary until the Club was 

established.  He did, however, continue as a member of the Club and was 

its Newsletter Editor until the end of the 1986-87 Club Year.  For his 

outstanding contribution, the Club made him a Life Member in 1991. 
 

In the July 1990 Newsletter (no. 48), is the following article. 
 

“UNIQUE HONOUR FOR PORT PHILLIP PROBIAN 
 

In the Birthday Honours List (1990) we noted the name of JOHN MORGAN, a member of our 

Probus Club, as the recipient of the Medal of the Order of Australia (OAM) ‘for services to the 

Probus Club’.  It is believed that this is the first decoration to be awarded for service to Probus. 
 

Apart from being associated with the formation of our own Port Phillip Probus Club, John was 

the ‘prime mover’ of the Steering Committees associated with the formation of the Melbourne 

and LaTrobe Probus Clubs.  For four years he served on the Committee of the Probus Centre 

– South Pacific, and also for some years on the Eastern Region Committee, which co-ordinated 

some 14 clubs. 

 

Through his sage advice to the Rotary Club of Perth, John assisted with the introduction of 

Probus to Western Australia, and in his new abode at Rosebud he has played an important part 

in the formation of a new Probus Club at Macrae. 
 

John has recently been elected to Honorary Life Membership of the Probus Club of LaTrobe. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS, JOHN, and many more happy years as a Probian! 

         JOHN WILLIS” 
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KEITH ALLEN 
 

 

 

Keith Allen was Secretary for three years from the beginning of the 1992-

93 year through to the end of the 1994-95 year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TOM PENMAN 
 

 

 

Tom was Secretary for 5½ years but died following a stroke in August 

2000, when almost half way into his 6th year in this position.  He was a 

most popular member of the Club, and always had a joke or “quotable 

quote” to share at each meeting. 

 

 

 

 

KEITH GIBBS 

 

 

 

After the death of Tom Penman, Keith stepped up and took up the position 

in September 2000.  He remained Secretary for 3½years, stepping down 

at the end of the 2003-04 Probus year. 

 

 

 

 

 
PETER CARRIGAN 

 

 

 

Peter was Secretary in the Committee led by President Gordon Brown in 

2004-05.  Peter only remained in this position for a year, having to step 

down due to family commitments. 

 

Prior to joining Probus, Peter was a Departmental Secretary in the 

Victorian Department of Justice and was a Member of VCAT. 
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ANGUS PAINE 
Angus, who prior to joining Probus was a Company Lawyer, was 

invaluable to the 2005-06 Committee led by Mal Fleming.  This was the 

year the Club was required by Probus Central South Pacific to adopt their 

revised Standard Constitution as the Club’s Constitution, and draw up an 

appended schedule of Standing Resolutions which covered the peculiar 

requirements of our Club. 

 

These had to be approved by both PCSP and the Victorian Department of 

Justice which regulates Incorporated Clubs in Victoria.  Along the tedious 

way, Angus was able to assist PCSP to correct their Standard Constitution 

to suit the Victorian Justice Department’s requirements. 

 

This new Constitution with its appended Standing Resolutions replaced the Club’s previous 

Constitutional Document “Statement of Purposes and Rules” prepared in 1994 when the Club 

became an Incorporated Association. 

 

While Angus served as Secretary for only one year, he did assist later Committees on 

Constitutional matters when amendments were made by PCSP. 

 

 

PETER HALLOWS 
Peter held the office of Secretary for 2 “Presidential” years – 2006-07 under 

President Gilbert Ralph and 2007-08 under President Rod Westerman. 

 

During his tenure, Peter was twice involved with the Club’s change of 

venue.  Firstly, from Hawthorn Receptions to “Leonda by the River” in 

February 2007, and then from Leonda to the Box Hill Golf Club in February 

2008. 

 

After a break of three years off the Committee, Peter took the position of 

Treasurer for a further 2 years (see below). 

 

 

NOEL RICHARDSON 
Noel was elected Secretary in the 2008-09 Committee under President 

Milton Myers.  He continued in this role for a second year under President 

Derek Prinsley. 

 

In the 2010-11 year, Noel was elected Vice-President, prior to him 

becoming President in 2011-12. 
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DAVID SUTHERLAND 
 

David was elected to the role of Secretary in the 2010-11 year, after having 

been the Club’s Walks Coordinator for the previous three “Presidential” 

years. 
 

He continued as Secretary in the 2011-12 year before stepping down from 

the Committee. 

 

Four years later he was elected Vice-President under President John 

Hodder in the 2015-16 year, and took over the Presidency for the 2016-17 

year, the Club’s 31st. 

 
 

 
JOHN HODDER 

 

After being the Club’s Treasurer for three years, (see below), then taking a 

year off the Committee, John was elected Secretary in the 2012-13 

Committee under President Peter Pritchard. 

 

John held this position for two years (the second year being under President 

Ian Ferguson in 2013-14).  He was elected Vice-President under President 

Ian Webb in 2014-15 and then President for the 2015-16 year.  He became 

a Life Member in 2017-18. 

 

John again stepped into the position of Secretary during Neil Pearce’s time 

as both Vice President and Secretary. 

 

In his first year as Secretary, John and his wife Angela hosted the first of what has become an 

annual Mini-Getaway.  This inaugural event was held at Bright. 

 

JOHN HICKS 
 

John was elected Secretary in 2014-15 in the Committee led by Ian Webb. 

 

In the year prior to this, John and his partner Lois Bell, with the assistance 

of Denis Dowty and Barbara Essex, ran the second Mini-Getaway at the 

RACV’s facility at Cobram. 

 

John continued as Secretary in the 2015-16 year under President John 

Hodder.  At the end of this year John was elected as Vice-President for the 

2016-17 year. 
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ALLAN SCHURMANN 
Allan was elected to the position of Secretary for the Club’s 31st year (2016-

17) under President David Sutherland.  Previously, Allan served the Club 

as Getaway Coordinator for the 2013 Getaway to Bowral in NSW. 

 

Allan also coordinated outings to the Zelman Memorial Symphony 

Orchestra performances, an orchestra of which he was a member for 55 

years. 

 

 

 

 

NEIL PEARCE 
Neil was elected to the position of Secretary for 2018-19 under President 

Allan Schurmann.  He continued in this role during the next year under 

President Frank Larkins and then President Colin Adam, although John 

Hodder took over as Secretary during 2020-21 while Neil also was 

serving as the elected Vice President. 

 

Neil was Catering Officer for the three years from 2015-16 and while 

President in 2021-22 organised the (one and only) Minimax Getaway to 

Hamilton.  He returned to Committee for one year in 2023-24, after being 

Immediate Past President, as Visits Coordinator. 

 

 

RUSSELL SMITH 

Russell was elected as Secretary in 2022-23 on the election of Don 

McAllister as President and was again elected during the ensuing two 

years under each of President Susan Harraway and Peter Laver. 

 

Following three years as Secretary, Russell moved to a position with 

responsibility for New Members. 

 

 

 

 

 

VAUGHAN BECK 
Vaughan joined the Club in 2023-24 and was elected as Secretary in 

2025-26, working with President Frank Larkins. 
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TREASURERS 
 
The role of the Treasurer as custodian and monitor of the Club’s finances, serves a critical and 

continuing role in the Executive.  Again, the Club has been extremely fortunate with its officers. 

 

KEITH GRANT 
 

 

Keith was the Foundation Treasurer, elected in March 1986, but only served 

on the Committee for one year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BRIAN LAYTON 
 

Brian, also a Foundation Member, was elected Treasurer in March 1987, and 

served in that capacity for four years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GEOFF WIDOWSON 
 

 

Geoff joined the Club in May, 1988, and was elected Treasurer in March, 

1991 as part of President John Pearse’s Committee.  Geoff held this position 

for two years before being elected as Vice-President in March 1993 and 

President in March 1994. 

 

 

 

 

 

NORMAN CLIFTON 
 

 

Norman was elected as Treasurer in March 1993, after Geoff Widdowson 

moved on to be Vice-President.  Norman served in this position for three 

years. 
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GORDON WILSON 
 

 

Gordon was elected Treasurer in April 1996, within President Malcolm 

McKinnon’s Committee.  Gordon stayed on as Treasurer for four years, 

until he was elected as Vice-President in March 2000 and then President in 

March 2001. 

 

Gordon was made an Honorary Life Member of the Club in November 2008 

for his outstanding service to the Club. 

 

 

GORDON BROWN 
 

 

 

Following Gordon Wilson’s election to the position of Vice-President in 

March 2000, Gordon Brown was elected as Treasurer to succeed him.  

Gordon Brown served as Treasurer for three years before he also was 

elected to become Vice-President in March 2003, then President in March 

2004. 

 

 

 

 

GILBERT RALPH 
 

 

Gilbert was elected Treasurer in March 2003 in President Bill Dix’s 

Committee.  Gilbert served as Treasurer for two years, before he too was 

elected as Vice-President in March 2005 and President in March, 2006. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANDREW TURNER 
 

 

Andrew had served as Speakers’ Coordinator before leaving the Committee 

for a year, then being elected Treasurer in March 2005 as part of President 

Mal Fleming’s Committee.  Andrew was the Club’s Treasurer for three 

years before again stepping down from the Committee for a year, then being 

elected Vice-President in March 2009 and President in March 2010. 
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JOHN HODDER 
 

 

John was elected Treasurer in March 2008 in President Milton Myers’ 

Committee.  John went on to serve three terms as Treasurer.  He then stepped 

down from the Committee for a year before taking on the position of 

Secretary for two years, then Vice-President for a year before becoming the 

Club’s 30th President in March 2015. 

 

 

 

 

PETER HALLOWS 
 

 

As noted above, Peter was Secretary for two years from March 2006 to 

March 2008.  He then left the Committee for three years before being elected 

Treasurer in March 2011.  He held this position for two years before once 

again leaving the Committee. 

 

 

 

 

 

ROSS WORBOYS 
 

 

Ross was elected Treasurer in March 2013 in President Ian Ferguson’s 

Committee.  Ross served three terms as Treasurer before leaving the 

Committee. 

 

Ross again became Treasurer in 2020-21 under President Colin Adam and 

continued in the position with Neil Pearce as President in 2021-22.  He and 

Bev organised the 2019-20 Getaway at Creswick in the Goldfields.  Since 

2024-25, Ross has been responsible for the Letter of Comfort. 

 

TREVOR FARAGHER 
 

 

Trevor was elected Treasurer in the Club’s 31st year on President David  

Sutherland’s Committee in 2016-17. 
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WALTER KANE 
 

Walter was elected to the position of Treasurer for the year 2017-18 

under President John Hicks and continued to serve in the role for the next 

two years, with Allan Schurmann and Frank Larkins as the Presidents. 

 

Walter was the Club’s Catering Officer for three years commencing 

2009-10 and, with wife Lyn, ran the 2012-13 Getaway at Warrnambool. 

 

 

DAVID ABBOTT 

 

 

 

David was elected as Treasurer for the year 2022-23, but served for only 

a one-year term.  Don McAlister was President that year. 

   

 
 
 
 
 

 
PAMELA SMITH 

 

 

Pam became the Club Treasurer in 2023-24 under President Susan 

Harraway and continued in the position for two terms until 2024-25, 

working also with President Peter Laver. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
JOHN FREW 
 

 

John was elected as Treasurer in 2025-26, when President Frank Larkins 

again took office. 
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GUEST Speakers 
 

Probably the most important part of the Monthly General Meetings is the presentation by Guest 

Speakers.  Right from the very beginning the Club has enjoyed the privilege of having high 

quality Guest Speakers address the meeting.  The high quality of Speakers continues to serve 

as an incentive for the Membership to come to the meetings, as well as providing stimulation 

for membership discussion, which enhances fellowship. 

 

At the beginning, the selection of speakers was made by either John Morgan or Doug Fullerton.  

This job was quickly handed to Tom Russell on his induction into the Club in October 1986.  

Tom was prepared for this as he had been to a couple of meetings prior to this as a guest of his 

friend Les Schultz.  Tom held the Speakers Coordinator job for 1½ years, even though he was 

Vice-President in his second year. 

 

The relatively high level of personal career achievement of the Club’s Membership over a wide 

range of industrial, scientific, educational, medical, ecclesiastical and governmental 

involvement ensures that, generally, very perceptive and pertinent questions are asked of the 

Speakers.  Quite often, the question time is as informative as the Speaker’s presentation itself. 

 

Our Foundation President, Doug Fullerton, remarked in one of his articles in the early 

Newsletters: “One thing that interests me greatly is the way questions from Club Members 

always elicit further interesting information.  They ask the questions I would like to ask, if I’d 

thought of them”. 

 

Neville Smith and Russell Smith have maintained a list of all the Guest Speakers who have 

visited the Club since its Foundation.  This list is shown in Appendix C. 
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ACTIVITIES 
 

As well as the regular monthly meetings, held in every month except January, the Club has 

incorporated other activities to enhance the opportunities for Members to meet with a common 

interest, and so give opportunity for fellowship and to make friends. 

 

The two main activities that occur on a monthly basis are Visits and, more recently, Coffee & 

Conversation, which has replaced the former long-standing Walks activity. 

   

The other principal activity is the Annual Getaway, complemented since 2012-13 by an annual  

Mini-Getaway. 

 

Introduced in the Club’s 6th year (1991-92), the Club had a Theatre Group Coordinator (not a 

member of Committee).  This continued to be very active until the advent of Covid, when live 

theatre lapsed in Melbourne.  It has not resumed to date. 

 

Two Investment Groups have existed during the Club’s life.  One ran for 10 years or so and the 

other for 5 years, before they were closed down.  Another short-lived group was a dining out 

group, the “Gourmet Adventurers”. 

 

Various Sports Days have been enjoyed over the years, mainly focused on Bowls, Tennis and 

Golf. 

 

Another informal activity for twenty years was the “Stash Stars” quilting and sewing group.  

Formed by a number of wives and partners of Members, together with some Associates, this met 

on a regular basis.  They produced quilts, cushions, table decorations and other craft items that 

subsequently were raffled at the Club’s December meeting.  The money raised was used for 

charitable purposes (see below). 

 

 

VISITS 
 

Visits to places of interest were the first extra activities started outside of the regular monthly 

meetings.  The first visit was undertaken on 3 June 1986 to the Latrobe Valley.  This was virtually 

just two months after the founding of the Club and it was arranged by John Morgan. 

 

The visit was a great success.  A report in the June 1986 Newsletter (No.4) read: 

 

“LATROBE VALLEY VISIT 
An unforgettable day with everything working out splendidly and no hitches – the train trip, the really 

“turned on” S.E.C. hospitality with hostess Anne, the excellent lunch, and the opportunity to see firsthand 

the vast S.E.C. complex.  It was with some regret that we were limited to 40, although only 38 travelled.  

At least 8 applicants had to be refused despite strong representation to the S.E.C.” 

 

John continued to arrange the Visits until Jul 1986, when Les Schultz took over.  Since then, a 

Visit has been arranged for every month excepting January and December of each year.  The 

“Visit” Day, has always been on the third Tuesday of the month, unless the day coincides with 

a Public Holiday, the Annual Getaway or the chosen venue is not available on that day. 

A full list of the Visits that have taken place over the 40-year life of the Club has been maintained 

by Neville Smith and Russell Smith: it forms Appendix D. 
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Since March 1987 a Member of the Club has been elected to the position of “Visits Coordinator” 

at each Annual General Meeting.  Duties are to arrange each proposed visit, desirably about 3 

months ahead of time, so that numbers can be determined, any monies/fees collected and an 

appropriate number of guides etc. can be arranged.  The Visits Coordinator is a member of the 

Club’s Management Committee. 

 

The monthly visits remain a very popular activity within the Club. 

 

 

WALKS 
 

The Walks Activity did not start until 22 May 1990, when John Pearse and Tom Russell 

organised the Club’s first walk, in the Warrandyte National Park. 

 

The walks in those days were not just for an hour or so as they became over time, but mostly all-

day excursions.  That May 1990 outing actually involved 2 walks.  One was led by John and 

Judy Pearse and the other, in the afternoon, by Tom Russell.  The report of the inaugural walk 

in the July 1990 Newsletter read: 

 

“THE FIRST PORT PHILLIP PROBUS CLUB WALK 

This took place on 22 May in the Warrandyte National Park, and was a delightful experience for 

the 25 Probians who participated in it.  The weather, though not brilliantly sunny (as it was the 

day before and the day after) was at least dry, and the bell-birds were deafening.  Nobody fell 

into the river, was bitten by a snake or got lost – indeed we came back to the picnic ground for 

lunch with one more than we set out, as somebody from another party, whose path crossed ours, 

had inadvertently attached herself to us!  Thanks, JOHN and JUDY PEARSE for leading the 

morning part of the walk – I was unable to stay for the afternoon part, which was led by TOM 

RUSSELL, but I imagine it was just as enjoyable.  A good start to our new activity.                    

JOHN WILLIS” 

 

The Walks group were known as the P3 WALKING GROUP, and their activities were always 

highlighted in the Newsletter by being placed in a “box”.  The P3 annotation stands for “The 

Port Phillip Perambulators”, an appellation coined by John Willis, and it appeared first in the 

August 1990 Newsletter. 

 

As with the Visits, the Walks were very popular and were held on the fourth Tuesday of each 

month excepting for January and December. 

 

A record of the walks undertaken by the Club was maintained by successive Walks Coordinators, 

and is shown in Appendix E. 

 
The Walks Program was overseen by a Walks Coordinator, elected at each Annual General 

Meeting as a member of the Club’s Management Committee. 

 

The Program for each year was usually drawn up by a group of keen walkers in the previous 

October or November, with the agreed schedule published in the December Newsletter. This 

group selected the locations for the walks and nominated at least two people to lead each walk. 
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Leaders firstly reconnoitred a walk, had it published in the appropriate Newsletter, led the walk 

on the day and reported it in the following Newsletter. 

 

In the first year, the enthusiasm for walks was such that John Pearse organised a more extensive 

excursion to Wilson’s Promontory, where the participants stayed a few days at Foster.  This was 

so successful that it became the forerunner of the Annual Getaway, with walks a feature, also 

reconnoitred beforehand. 

 

Because walking speeds and fitness varied widely, the walks’ leaders always had a problem, 

especially on long walks, to keep the group reasonably compact.  The faster, fitter members 

would get well ahead without knowing how the tail-enders were progressing.  To assist in 

managing this circumstance, around 1997, the Club bought a pair of “walkie-talkie” radios to 

facilitate communication and request the lead walkers, if necessary, to either slow down or stop 

temporarily, so the tail-enders could catch up a little.  This proved to be a useful aid, especially 

if sightseeing features or snack/lunch stops were part of the outing. 

 

As the walks became more urbanised and shorter, the radios were not needed.  The radios, with 

their battery recharging unit, were housed in a box (made by Mal Fleming), and handed on to 

successive Walks Coordinators.  The whereabouts of these radios is now a mystery.  Although 

superseded by mobile phones, it would be nice to know where they are. 

 

Leaders of the early walks also had with them a rudimentary First Aid Kit, prepared and annually 

checked.  Like the radios, it has not been seen for some time: in any case, the administration of 

first aid by lay people is no longer advised. 

 

Notwithstanding its long history as a Club activity, a decision was taken in 2017-18 to cease 

‘Walks’, due to diminishing numbers of participants.  At least it ended on a high, with final 

locations including Williamstown/Hobson’s Bay and the Inner Circle Railway Line. 

 

It would be good if this former feature of Club activities could be reactivated in some measure. 

 

 

ANNUAL GETAWAY 
 

Following the success of the Wilsons Promontory extended Walks excursion in 1990, it was 

decided, provided there was Membership support, to have a Getaway in following years. 

 

These Getaways generally are of 5 day’s duration.  When feasible, they mostly commence on a 

Sunday and end the following Friday.  They provide extended contact time between the 

participants, increasing opportunities for quality fellowship and friendship.  The location of each 

Getaway is invariably away from Melbourne, so that the possibility of distractions from other 

personal involvements or family is greatly reduced. 
 

The President chooses the location of the Getaway that is to take place during the Presidential 

year, usually in either October or November.  A Getaway Coordinator is “elected” onto the 

Committee to make all the detailed arrangements for the event. 

 

This is quite an intense involvement for the Coordinator who, generally with the close and 

important partner support, and in collaboration with the President and partner, puts together the 

programme, travel and accommodation arrangements. 



 

 

123 

 

 

 

The Getaways were initially supported by the keen walkers in the Club and right up until (and 

including) the Albury Getaway in 2001, both John Pearse and Tom Russell used to reconnoitre 

walks for each Getaway.  This stopped in 2002 when the Getaway was in Canberra and the group 

travelled there in a bus to see Floriade. 

 

Since then, the daytime activities have become less and less physically demanding.  Whereas the 

early Getaways included a fair amount of walking, the later ones are much more sedate and buses 

are used extensively to travel to points of interest. 

 

Wednesday afternoons of the Getaway week are mostly left free of organised activity.  This aims 

to allow attendees to more freely explore the local area at their own pace.  A game of golf, bowls 

or tennis might also be arranged at this time for those interested. 

 

Food is a key feature of Getaways and generally the President and Getaway Coordinator arrange 

a mystery location for the final evening dinner.  It is now a tradition that at this dinner, the Vice-

President, who is to become President at the next election, announces the location of the 

following year’s Getaway and who will be the Coordinator to run it. 

 

The Getaways are generally very well supported, and the Getaway to Adelaide in 2015 had a 

record 89 attendees, although numbers have declined somewhat since that high watermark. 

 

Each Getaway Coordinator and the location of their Getaway is shown in the “Schedule of Office 

Bearers” contained in Appendix B. 

 

 

THE MINI-GETAWAY 
 

This is a comparatively recently annual activity. 

 

In 2011-12, President Noel Richardson discussed with John Hodder, who was not on the 

Committee during that year, if he could think of an activity, outside of the established activities, 

that would extend the fellowship time between Members and their wives/partners. 

 

John was aware of a number of Members who were keen on caravanning and/or camping and he 

suggested short (3 day) trips to places in regional Victoria for a less extensive break. 

 

The week-end just before Easter was chosen as the most appropriate time to go. 

 

It was also planned that these trips should be to established Camping/Holiday Parks where 

Holiday Cabins could also be hired by those not having caravans. 

 
The initial trial Mini-Getaway was just before Easter in 2012, and was at Bright.  29 Members 

and Wives/Partners and Associates attended and it was deemed a great success. 

 

The fifth such Mini-Getaway in 2016 was at Inverloch, with 49 attendees. 

 

A rather different form of Mini-Getaway then took place in 2024, when the Club engaged the 

services of a private tour bus to show off the Silo Art trail of central and northern Victoria. 
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Similar to the arrangements for the main Annual Getaway, a different Member volunteers to run 

the Mini-Getaway each year. 

 

The Mini-Getaway Coordinators and the location of each Mini-Getaway are shown on the 

Schedule of Office Bearers contained in Appendix B. 

 

 

COFFEE and CONVERSATION 
 

This is the Club’s newest formal activity, although participants might hesitate to describe 

proceedings as in any way “formal”. 

 

Emerging in 2017 as a forum for interested Members to meet and discuss issues of topicality and 

interest, up to 20 participants at a time have enjoyed the comfort and hospitality of Rylands, East 

Hawthorn on a monthly basis.  Most discussions have been led by a Club Member on a pre-

selected topic, although they occasionally have been more freestyle!  Frank Larkins, Gilbert 

Ralph, Lois Bell and Allan Brownrigg have each done a wonderful job as Convenor. 

 

Meetings are held on the fourth Tuesday of each month (except December and January).  This 

slots very conveniently into the timeframe occupied by the previous ‘Walks’ activity. 

 

 

THEATRE GROUP 
 

Since the fifth year of the Club (1991-92), Members of the Club enjoyed very many Theatre 

Nights, Orchestra and other Concerts, Film Nights and Film Mornings, all coordinated through 

a volunteer Theatre Outings Coordinator. 
 

The first such Coordinator was Don Fairweather, who, among other things, was a viola player 

and a member of the Zelman Memorial Symphony Orchestra.  He held the position of Theatre 

Group Coordinator for 8 years.  He was followed in 1999-2000 by John Lodge, who held the 

position for four years, then in 2003-04 by Geoff Widdowson for two years. 

 

Neville Smith took over in 2005-06, and was the Theatre Group Coordinator 

until moving away from Melbourne, almost coincidental with the advent of 

Covid.  Neville also compiled meticulous records of Speakers at the Club, 

along with those for Theatre outings. 

 
 
 
 

 
Neville Smith 

The Theatre Group has been somewhat in abeyance since then, but on average over the years 

there were two Theatre Nights and one Cinema Morning. Interest has been shown in a 

resumption of this as an activity in some form, so who knows? 
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GOURMET ADVENTURERS 
 

At the instigation of President Harold Fraser, an eating out group was formed in 2002.  The group 

was called the Gourmet Adventurers and its first outing, to Fountains Restaurant at the Box Hill 

TAFE in August 2002, was well attended. 

 

Unfortunately, this activity only lasted a short while. 

 

 

ZELMAN MEMORIAL SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA GROUP 
 

The Zelman Memorial Symphony Orchestra is of high-quality and hosts top class soloists to 

perform with them at each concert. 

 

One of our current Members and a former President, Allan Schurmann, for over fifty years was 

a member musician of the Orchestra and also became a member of its Management Group.  Allan 

arranged for Mark Shiell, the Conductor and Musical Director of the Zelman Orchestra, to be 

the Guest Speaker at the April 2012 meeting of the Club.  Since that time, while it was not 

officially an activity within the Club’s ambit, Allan organised a substantial number of Members, 

Wives/Partners and Associates, to attend each of the Orchestra’s performances, around 3 times 

each year. 

 

Once again, in timing coincident with the Covid pandemic, attendance at this unofficial Club 

activity has lapsed.  Given that so many of our members enjoy music, perhaps this could see 

some revival before long.  Concerts mostly have been held in locations such as MLC, Xavier 

and the Hawthorn Arts Centre, so these have been very convenient for many of our Club 

attendees. 

 

 

INVESTMENT GROUPS 
 

In 1998, Harold Fraser (President 2002-03), floated the idea of an Investment Group.  The group 

(limited to 20 Members) would meet after the Club luncheon on each meeting day and invite 

various Investment Managers from differing Stockbroking Firms to address the group as to the 

current state of the Investment Market, what was “hot” and what was not, and any other matters 

that may affect the financial markets both in Australia and Overseas. 

 

Other Members, Partners and Associates were invited to sit in on these presentations. 

 

The Investment Group selected a particular Stockbroker, and each of its members agreed to feed 

in $1000 over a six months period. 

 
Bill Dix was elected to lead the first Group, which met after each Probus meeting to review the 

health of the portfolio and to decide whether to maintain the “status quo” or make adjustments. 

 

The first Investment Group was named the “Investment Partnership” and ran for ten years before 

it was cashed in and the capital and profits distributed after the disbursement of costs.  During 

this time Steve Cowie took over as leader of the “Investment Partnership”. 
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The first group was so popular that a second group was formed in March 2002, led by Stanton 

Sharman.  It was called the “Investment Group”, but only ran for five years. 

 

Although these Investment Groups were popular and moderately successful, once they reached 

their maturity they were closed down and no other such group has been formed since. 

 

 

SPORTS DAYS 
 

The combined Probus Clubs of Melbourne annually organised a Bowls and Golf Day at the Long 

Island Country Club in Frankston.  Right from our first year (1986) our Club fielded a Bowls 

team.  This seemed not to happen after around 2004.  At that time David Harvey-Williams and 

Richard Tisher were involved in organising our team. 

 

The Club’s Newsletter dated November 1986 noted that: “Members will be pleased to learn that 

Bill Meadows has accepted the position of Sports Officer.  In this role Bill will organise and 

coordinate a series of sports functions, especially golf and bowls.” 

 

It is unclear from the early Newsletters how the sports days thrived, but playing bowls, golf or 

tennis became a popular activity on the free afternoon of the Annual Getaway. 

 

In 2005, Mal Fleming organised a Golf Day at the RACV’s Healesville Country Club which 

involved a 9-hole Ambrose Competition followed by a sandwich and cake luncheon in the 

RACV Clubhouse.  The success of this day resulted in an Annual Golf Day being on the Club’s 

Calendar.  They later were held at the more “golfing friendly” Malvern Valley Public Golf 

Course.  However, it seemed the weather gods did not view our efforts favourably, as very many 

attempts over more recent years, including at Getaways, succumbed to heavy rain, howling 

winds or even excessively high temperatures. 

 

 

QUILTERS  (STASH STARS) 
 

In 2007, some of the Wives and Partners of Members, together with some Associates (widows 

of past Members), formed a Sewing/Quilting group, and called themselves either the “Probus 

Patchworkers” or the “Stash Stars”.  The name “Stash Stars” is used on the provenance patches 

applied to their creations. 

 

The ladies met on a monthly basis and formulated designs for quilts, cushions, table placemats, 

table decorations, Christmas decorations and other craft items.  They then individually worked 

on these projects between meetings. 

 

On occasions, they gave a quilt to someone associated with the Club who was unwell, or as a 

token of caring. 

 

There has been a tradition in the Club that at each December (Christmas) meeting, the incumbent 

President would choose a charity to benefit from a contribution from the Members.  To 

encourage generosity, a representative of the chosen charity would attend the meeting and make 

a presentation to the Members concerning the work of that charity.  Members then, at their own 

volition, contributed donations. 
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Since 2007, the “Stash Stars” provided quilts, cushions and other craft items as prizes for a 

“Lucky Draw”, usually drawn by the representative of the chosen charity.  As these prizes were 

highly sought after, it significantly boosted the amount of money raised. 

 

However, after 20 years of diligence (and the occasional moment for conversation), it was 

decided the time had come to down needles and have a well-earned rest. 

 

Some of the Quilters’ work, the justifiably proud “Stars” (and lucky prize winners) is shown in 

photographs over the years: 
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photographs 
 

Over the initial 30-year life of the Club, numerous photos were taken, but it was Member Merrick 

Summers who not only took many photos but also gathered others and placed them all in albums. 

 

With the advent of digital photos, and the storage of them on discs and cards, the sorting of 

photos into Albums lapsed. 

 

There are six Albums of photos of the earlier days of the Club. Some of the photos contained in 

the Albums were scanned and placed in the predecessor of this History for reader interest. 

 

Those relevant to the more recent decade – from 2015-16 onwards – largely are gleaned from 

the collection of an inveterate Getaway and Visits attendee, Neil Pearce. (For their quality, blame 

the editor!) 
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VENUES 
 

From the first meeting, the Club met at the 

Collingwood Football Club rooms at 

Victoria Park, Abbottsford – a very 

attractive venue.  It was Les Schultz who 

first had the idea of meeting there, and he 

made the arrangements.  This venue was 

used for just over 18 years, right up to May 

2004, when, because the Collingwood 

Football Club was relocating to Olympic 

Park, a new venue had to be found. 

 

A sub-committee was formed under the leadership of Mark Norton, which looked at a number 

of venues.  The selection criteria were reasonably restrictive as the venue had to have sufficient 

seating capacity, a good PA system, facilities to project images onto a screen, reasonable access 

for disabled people, good parking, a restaurant serving good meals, morning tea facilities, space 

for an activities table, a separate room in which the Committee could meet, access by public 

transport, and, of course, a reasonable fee. 

 

The venue selected was the Veneto Club in Bulleen 

Road, Bulleen and the first meeting was in June 2004. 

 

Initially, everything went well there, even though the 

access by public transport was poor. 

 

Following the watershed event at the Monthly General 

Meeting in October, 2004, (see page 51) the popularity 

of the venue and the numbers staying on for lunch 

after that time declined markedly.  

 

The late Max Jordan, and others who lived near Max 

in the Hawthorn area, suggested that perhaps the Club should consider moving to Hawthorn 

Receptions in Glenferrie Road, Hawthorn.  Our sister Club, the Probus Club of La Trobe, was 

meeting there at the time, and two of our members went to one of their meetings and sampled 

the venue.  They were quite glowing in their report, so arrangements were made to vacate the 

Veneto Club and move to Hawthorn Receptions.  Our first meeting there was in the December 

of 2005, in time for our Christmas Lunch. 

 

Although Hawthorn Receptions was a little bit 

“squeezy” for the Club, its location was ideal.  Plenty 

of public transport and good parking, and it was 

situated almost at the geographical centre of the area 

over which much of our membership resides. 

 

The Club celebrated its 20th birthday at the March 2006 

meeting at Hawthorn Receptions. 
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The Club was only in this venue for a year when the management of Hawthorn Receptions asked 

if we could meet on a different day of the week.  We had always had our meetings on the second 

Tuesday of each month and it was felt we did not want to change this arrangement.  Hawthorn 

Receptions, on the other hand, claimed they had a client who wanted the venue on every Tuesday, 

and if we were not prepared to change our day, we should look elsewhere for a venue. As the 

impasse was not resolvable, it was decided that we would move to Leonda by the River, not 

that far from Hawthorn Receptions. 

 

We completed the 2006 calendar year at Hawthorn 

Receptions and had our first meeting at Leonda in February 

2007. 
 

While this venue (in their Garden Room) was, again, a little 

undersized for our meetings, we persevered there as the 

Leonda management kept promising to enlarge the space 

available to us by extending a weather shelter into the garden 

area. 
 

At the end of calendar year 2007, on the promise of the availability of larger space, the 

management of Leonda informed the Club that their charges would increase substantially in the 

new year. 
 

This was not considered acceptable, so again the Club was required to look for a suitable venue.  

At the suggestion of Mal Fleming, the Box Hill Golf Club was investigated and found suitable 

for the Club’s needs. 

A satisfactory arrangement was 

made, and the Club met there for the 

first time in February 2008. The 

Club was happily ensconced at Box 

Hill for just over six years. 

 

At the beginning of 2014, the Club’s 

Administration Officer, John Hicks, 

contacted the Box Hill Golf Club management to confirm the bookings for the second Tuesday 

in every month for the 2014 calendar year and found that the Golf Club’s new venue management 

had already booked the dates in the April and August of that year to other parties.  No amount 

of negotiation would move the Box Hill Golf Club to change these arrangements. 

 

Through the association that Milton Myers and 

others in the Port Phillip Probus Club had with the 

Kew Golf Club, it was possible to make a 

satisfactory arrangement with them.  The Club’s 

first meeting at the Kew Golf Club was in April 
2014 and we have been there now for 12 years. 
 

This is a particularly comfortable venue and the 

meals provided are of a high quality.  While not 

particularly well serviced by Public Transport, there is adequate and convenient parking. 

 

It is sincerely hoped that the Kew Golf Club will be our Club’s venue for many years to come. 
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“PROBUS” 
 

***MARCUS AURELIUS PROBUS*** 
 

We all know what the word PROBUS stands for in Probus Clubs, but it is interesting to know 

that a Marcus Aurelius Probus was enthusiastically hailed as Emperor of Rome by all classes in 

276 A.D.  He had joined the army early and rose by great ability and by being favourably noticed 

by the Emperor Valerian. 

 

He greatly distinguished himself on the Danube, and in Africa, Egypt, Asia, Germany and Gaul.  

Emperor Tacitus appointed him Governor of the Asiatic possessions of Rome.  On the death of 

Tacitus, he was forced to assume the purple. 

 

His brief reign was signalised by brilliant and important successes: the Germans were driven out 

of Gaul and the Barbarians from the Rhaetian, Pannonian and Thracian frontiers; Persia was 

forced to agree to a humiliating peace. 

 

External security being established, Probus devoted himself to the development of internal 

resources.  To keep his army busy, he used them on important works of public utility.  However, 

the troops thought this sort of work degrading, and they murdered their excellent Emperor in 282 

A.D. 

 

[Note that he is not the Marcus Aurelius of Stoic fame – that one was a century earlier!] 

oooooOOOOOooooo 

Also, you might be interested to know about: 

 

PROBUS, CORNWALL 
 

 

St. Probus 

Probus is a civil parish and village in Cornwall, in the United Kingdom. It is famous for having 

the tallest church tower in Cornwall.  The tower is 129 feet (39 m) high, and richly decorated 

with carvings. The place name originates from the church's dedication to Saint Probus.  (More 

can be found about Saint Probus in Google/Wikipedia.) 

Of course, Probus has a Probus Club:  The Probus Club of Probus!!!! 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civil_parishes_in_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cornwall
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cornwall
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Probus_st_probus_and_st_grace_001.jpg
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SCHEDULE of MEMBERS INDUCTED 

 

 

 

For privacy reasons, the Schedule of Members Inducted has not been
included in the 'eBook' edition.

The Schedule is included in the 'Printed Book' edition.
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SCHEDULE of WALKS 
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                  PROBUS CLUB OF PORT PHILLIP Inc. 
                                                     ACN  A0029363K  

 
 

 

P3 WALKING GROUP. 
Walks History 

(Group Started in May, 1990) 

 

1990 May Warrandyte State Park 

 June Gellibrand Hill Park 

 July Yarra Walk – Dights Falls to Hoddle Street 

 August Maribyrnong River 

 September Merri Creek and Yarra River to Fairfield 

 October Kinglake National Park 

 November Wilson's Promontory Getaway 

 

1991 February Mount Martha Beach Walk 

 April Sherbrooke Forest 

 May Organ Pipes National Park / Brimbank Park 

 June Olinda State Forest / Arboretum / Olinda Falls 

 July Westgate Park and Sandridge Beach 

 August Pound Bend State Park, Westerfold Park 

 September Bundoora Park / LaTrobe University 

 October Cape Schanck / Bushrangers Bay 

 November Dalesford and Hepburn Springs Getaway 

 

1992 February Point Cook Metropolitan Park 

 March Somers and Sandy point Walk 

 May Yarra Valley Metropolitan Park 

 June Dandenong Valley National Park 

   (Nortons /Shepherds Bush / Jells Park) 

 July Mullum Mullum Creek / Schwekolt's Cottage / Yarra Derham 

 August City Parks – Zoo to Middle Park 

 September Hanging Rock / Mount Macedon / Mt Aitken Winery 

 October Koonung Creek and Hays Paddock 

 November Warrnambool / Port Fairy Getaway 

 

1993 February Rickett's Point Walk 

 April Night Walk at Jell's Park 

 May Fernshaw and Dom Dom Saddle and return. 

 June Darebin Creek Walk 

 July Lysterfield Lake Park 

 August Blackburn Lake and Creeklands 

 September City Walk 

 October Serenedip Sanctuary and You Yangs 

 November Grampians Getaway 

 

1994 February Schramm's Cottage. Doncaster to Templestowe 

 March Briars, Mount Martha 

 April Doondalla Estate, Piranda Gardens Dandenongs 

 May Werribee Gorge State Park 

 June Brighton Beach and Street Walk 

 July Melbourne University 

 August Yarra Bend Park (Kanes Boathouse) 

 September Murrindindi River Walk 

 October Steigliz Historic Gold Mining Town 

 November Bright Getaway 
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1995 February  

 March Eltham 

 May Churchill National Park 

 June Long Forest/Ada Tree/Powell Town 

 July City Lanes and Alleyways Walk 

 August Valley Reserve & Scotsman’s Creek 

 September Cranbourne Botanic Gardens 

 October Greenvale Reservoir 

 November Phillip Island Getaway 

 

1996 February Westerfolds Park, Templestowe 

 March Mount Martha Beach and Wetlands Board Walk 

 April Sugarloaf Reservoir Park 

 May Braeside Park 

 June The Streets of Carlton 

 July The Queens Park Walk, Geelong 

 August Lillydale Lake and Melba Park 

 September Gellibrand Hill Park 

 October Mount Macedon Walks 

 November Echuca Getaway 

 

1997 February McCrae Beach Walk 

 March Currawong Bush Park and Ponteville House 

 April Dandenongs/Sherbrook and Nicholas Gardens/Sassafras 

 May Maroondah Dam/Donnelly’s Weir Park 

 June West/North Melbourne Walk 

 July Albert Park/Emerald Hill 

 August Maribyrnong River/Brimbank Park 

 September Hawkstone Park South Morang 

 October  Skyline Road/Steels Creek 

 November Lakes Entrance Getaway 

 

1998 February Mount Martha Walk 

 March Puffing Billy/Emerald Lake Walk 

 April East Camberwell Outer Circle Walk 

 May Altona Coastal Park/Cherry Lake 

 June Yarra Trail Artists Walk 

 July Heritage Walk Eastern Hill/Parliament 

 August Warburton Railway Trail 

 September Dandenongs/Sylvan Reservoir 

 October Wilson Botanic Park/Berwick Walk 

 November Marysville Getaway 

 

1999 February Koomba Park 

 March Williamstown Historic Walk 

 April One Tree Hill/Ferntree Gully Walk 

 May Elgar Park/Eastern Freeway 

 June Richmond Heritage Walk 

 July Wattle Park 

 August Gardiners Creek Valley Walk 

 September Edithvale Wetlands 

 October Yarra River Walk/Dight’s Falls 

 November Portland Getaway 
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2000 February Warrandyte State Park 

 March Yarra Ranges National Park 

 April Point Nepean National Park 

 May Westerfolds Park/Petty’s Orchard 

 June Collingwood Heritage Walk 

 July Bundoora Park/La Trobe University 

 August Nortons Park/Shepherds Bush/Jells Park 

 September Maribyrnong River/Pipemakers Park 

 October Bayside Artists Trail/Brighton to Beaumaris 

 November Bendigo Getaway 

 

2001 February Yarra Trail (Botanic Gardens / both sides of Yarra) 

 March Merri Creek and Fairfield Park 

 April RJ Hamer Arboretum – Olinda 

 May Mullum Mullum Creek Area and Yarra Derham 

 June Heritage Walk – City of Fitzroy 

 July Royal Park / Melbourne Uni. and City Parks to Parliament House 

 August Westgate Park / Sandridge / Port Melbourne / Garden City 

 September Maribyrnong River / Pipemakers Park 

 October Bayside Artists Trail / Brighton to Beaumaris 

 November Albury Getaway 

 

2002 February 26 Old Warburton Railway – Mt Evelyn to Seville 

 March 26 Port Melbourne to St Kilda and return via tram 

 April 23 Schramm's Cottage / Ruffey Lake Park / Finn's Reserve 

 May 28 Royal Park / Moonee Ponds Creek / City – Wm Angliss Lunch 

 June 25 Heritage Walk – North Carlton 

 July 23 Merri Creek / Coburg Lake / Old Pentridge Goal / Pentridge Villas 

 August 27 Sherbrooke Forest / Alfred Nicholas Gardens 

 September 24 The Briars Historic Park, Mount Martha 

 October 6/13 Canberra Getaway 

 October 29 Pound Bend 

 November 26 Patterson River / Patterson Lakes / National Water Sports Centre 

 

2003 February 25 Blackburn Lake Sanctuary and Creeklands Walk 

 March 25 Glen Iris, Ashburton, Gardiners Creek Circuit 

 April 22 Aquatic Sports Centre along Beach to St Kilda and  

  St Kilda Botanic Gardens, return by tram 

 May 27 Jells Park 

 June 24 Historic German Settlement at "Westgarth" in Thomastown 

 July 22 Heritage Walk – Flemington/Kensington/Newmarket 

 August 26 Maroondah Dam, Aqueduct and Donnelly’s Weir, Healesville 

 September 23 A Walk through Stonnington 

 October 28 Botanic Gardens 

 November 25 Banksia Park, Bulleen 

 

2004 February 24 Dandenong Ranges National Park 

 March 30 Docklands to Birrarung Marr 

 April 27 Outer Yarra Trail – Westerfolds Park to Beasley’s Nursery 

 May 25 Beach Walk at Elwood and Elwood Canal 

 June 29 Broadmeadows/Westmeadows Historic Settlement 

 July 27 Heritage Walk – Footscray 

 August 31 Lillydale Lake – Melba Museum 

 September 28 Cranbourne Royal Botanic Gardens 

 October 26 Maribyrnong River at Avondale Heights 

 November 30 Yarra Trail from Chelsworth Park, Ivanhoe to McCubbin Street 
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2005 February 22 Braeside Park 

 March 22 Royal Park, Commonwealth Games Village, Moonee Ponds Creek 

 April 26 Eltham historic walk, including Montsalvat 

 May 24 Williamstown Rifle Range area 

 June 28 Brimbank Park 

 July 26 Heritage Walk – Port Melbourne 

 August 23 Studley Park, Dights Falls, Capital City Trail 

 September 27 Warrandyte gold discovery and mining area 

 October 25. Diamond Creek History. Ellis Cottage, then walk from Diamond Creek 

Community Centre to Eltham North Community Centre for lunch. History 

talks by Rev Jock Ryan 

 November 29 Sugarloaf Reservoir 

 

2006 February 28 Churchill National Park 

 March 28 Westerfolds Park 

 May 2 Werribee Gorge State Park 

 May 30 Carlton to Shrine of Remembrance 

 June 27 Koonung Creek – Bushy Creek Suburban Walk 

 July 25 South Yarra Heritage Walk 

 August 22 Westfield Reserve and Merri Creek 

 September 26 Point Cook Coastal Park 

 October 24. Ashburton Three Creeks Walk 

 November 28 Edithvale Wetlands 

 Tuesday 25th April 2005 is Anzac Day.  

The April walk is moved to the first week in May and the May walk is moved to the last week in May. 

 

2007 February 27 Gardiners Creek, East Malvern 

 March.27 Truganina Coastal Parklands, Altona 

 April 24 Heritage Walk in West Hawthorn 

 May 22 Eastlink Tollway Project and Schwerkolt’s Cottage 

 June 26 Mullum Mullum Creek Linear Walk 

 July 24 Westgate Park, Port Melbourne 

 August 28 Ruffey Lake Park, Doncaster 

 September 25 The Royal Botanic Gardens and Australian Garden Tour, Cranbourne 

 October 23 Albert Park Lake, Middle Park 

 November 27 Jells Park and Environs 

 

2008 February 26 The Yarra Bridges 

 April 1 Brighton Architectural Trail 

 April 22 Heritage Walk in Essendon 

 May 27 Hawkestowe Park – South Morang and Le Page Homestead 

 June 24 Koomba Park and the Victorian Jazz Archive 

 July 22 Moonee Ponds Creek 

 August 26 Banksia Park to Greening Australia and return 

 September 23 Sherbrooke Forest 

 October 28 Port Melbourne 

 November 25 East Melbourne Historic Walk 

 

2009 February 24 South Yarra – The Tan and Botanic Gardens 

 March 24 St Kilda – Foreshore, Pier, Luna Park, Acland Street 

 April 28 Braeside Park 

 May 26 Yarra River – Diamond Creek at Eltham. 

 June 30 Heritage Walk in Kew – Studley Park 

 July 28 Avondale Heights – Maribyrnong 

 August 25 Bundoora Park 

 September 22 East Kew – Hays Paddock 

 October 27 Parkdale – Mentone Beach Promenade 

 November No walk as the date clashed with the Getaway to San Remo/Phillip Island 
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2010 February 23 Hedgeley Dene Gardens, to Central Park, East Malvern 

 March 23 Plenty River – Montmorency and Lower Plenty 

 April 27 Frankston Foreshore and Kananook Creek 

 May 25 North Carlton to Rushall – old train route 

 June 22 City Walk-Rialto to Windsor Hotel 

 July 27 Darebin Parklands 

 August 24 Coach trip to Marysville 

 September28 Maribyrnong River in Sunshine North 

 October 26 Altona Lakes 

 November  Ruffey Lake Park, Doncaster 

 

2011 February 22 Wattle Park 

 March22 Caulfield Racecourse to Glen Eira and return 

 April 26 Walk along the Main Yarra Trail in Templestowe 

 May 24 Williamstown – Historic Walk 

 June 28 St Paul’s Cathedral to Fitzroy Gardens 

 July 26 Macaulay Station to the Ice House, North Melbourne 

 August 23 Melbourne University – Architecture and Sculptures 

 September 27 Coach Trip to Kinglake 

 October 25 Brighton Beach and environs 

 November 22 No Walk as it was too soon after the Getaway 

 

2012 February 28 Lilydale Lake Parklands 

 March 28 Barwon River, Geelong 

 April 24 St Kilda Botanical Gardens to Elsternwick Park and return 

 May 22 Yarra Bend Park 

 June 26 Historic Walk - Toorak 

 July 24 Yarra River at the City – Federation Square to Anderson St Bridge and return 

 August 28 Darebin Parklands 

 September 25 Royal Botanic Gardens, Cranbourne. 

 October 23 No Walk – Getaway to Warrnambool 

 November 27 Maranoa Gardens and Balwyn Ramble 

 

2013 February 26 Dights Falls and River Yarra 

 March 26 Sandringham – and environs 

 April 23 Newport Lakes Park 

 May 28 Heavenly Queen Buddhist Temple and Footscray Park 

 June 25 Heritage Walk – Glen Iris / Malvern 

 July 23 East Melbourne – Heritage Walk 

 August 27 North Fitzroy – Edinburgh Gardens and Surrounds 

 September 24 St Kilda Botanical Gardens to Elwood Beach and return 

 October 22 A Meander through Docklands 

 November 26 No Walk – Bowral Getaway 

 

2014 February 25 Yarra River and Tramways Museum, Hawthorn 

 March 25 Brunswick Historical Walk (Phillipstown) 

 April 22 Albert Park Lake 

 May 27 Yarra Trail – Petty’s Orchard – Candlebark Park 

 June 24 Toorak /Mandeville Hall Heritage Walk 

 July 22 Royal Botanic Gardens 

 August 26 City Walk – Arcades and Lanes 

 September 23 Yarra Bend Park – Dights Falls 

 October 28  LaTrobe University – Sculpture Park 

 November 26 Yarra Trail at Historic Warrandyte 
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2015 February 24 Canterbury Gardens and Maling Road 

 March 24 Port Melbourne 

 April 28 A Walk in Royal Park 

 May 28 Ruffey Lake Park, Doncaster 

 June 23 Monash University – Gardens and Sculptures 

 July 28 North Melbourne 

 August 25 City Walk – Subterranean Spaces 

 September 22 Burnley Gardens 

 October 27 Emerald Hill – St Vincent Gardens – South Melbourne 

 November Ceres Environmental Park and Merri Creek 

 

2016 February 23 Another Stroll through Canterbury 

 March 22 No Walk – Mini-Getaway to Inverloch 

 April 26 Westgate Park 

 May 24 Candlebark Park 

 June 28 Melbourne University 

 July 26 Edwardes Lake Park Preston 

 August 23 Squizzy Taylor’s Melbourne 

 September 27 Fitzroy Gardens to the MCG 

 October 25 Heritage Walk – Harcourt Street, Hawthorn 

 November 22 Ivanhoe – Eaglemont Park to Wilson Reserve 

 

2017 February 28 Mullum Mullum Creek 

 March 28 Rushall to Royal Park railway stations 

 April 25 No walk – Anzac Day 

 May 23 Bayside – Albert Park 

 

 

2018 February 27 Historic Williamstown 

  

 




