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Message from the President

Dear Colleagues,

I have just returned from a wonderful Getaway in Lakes Entrance
with 34 fellow Probians. The trip was expertly organised by Colin
and Susan Palethorpe with everything going according to plan (at
least from the perspective of a participant who did not have to
worry about every detail). Our congratulations to Colin and Susan
for the very considerable effort they made to ensure that all the
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logistics were executed like clockwork. I feel that I know some members much better because
of the opportunity to have many pleasant casual conversations in a relaxed environment while
enjoying magnificent scenery and fine food and wine. It was encouraging to see several
unaccompanied members participating in the Getaway. You do not need a partner to participate
in any of our events. All will be made most welcome as we are a very inclusive club.

There were many highlights that will be reported later in this newsletter. The final dinner at
the Wyanga Park Winery was exceptional. Fine food and wines were accompanied by a local
group of elderly chaps singing familiar songs. Most memorable.

As is our tradition, [ announced at the dinner that our next main Getaway would be in Canberra.
Most likely in the third week of November 2026. We do need to plan well ahead to secure
suitable accommodation. We need two people to coordinate the event. They do not have to be
a couple. If you are interested in undertaking this important role for the club, please contact
me. Assistance is available from those who have organised past Getaways and from the
Management Committee.

Our Mini Getaway at RACV Cobram from 15 to 18 March has sufficient interest from
members to be viable. It is not too late to reserve a cabin if you wish to come. Singles welcome.
Miles Pierce and Don McAllister are the coordinators. Please contact them for further details

I have been listening to the 2025 Boyer Lecture Series on ABC Radio National entitled A
Radical Experiment in Democracy. This year the five lectures are being delivered by five
people from different perspectives rather than by one person. They are on the ABC website via
the Listen App. 1 commend them to you all when you have some quiet moments to reflect of
Australia’s past democratic traditions (and lack thereof) and contemporary perspectives on the
future of our democracy. By international norms we are still ‘a lucky country’.

We are now a very multicultural nation with much to celebrate - a far cry from the white
Australia Policy period prior to the 1970s. However, it seems that we are in ‘a mad world’
where respect of others and the rule of law are being seriously challenged.

Fortunately, we have Probus as somewhat of an oasis to share friendships and fellowship and
preserve our confidence in humanity. Since 2022 we have inducted 38 new members. 6 in
2022, 11 in 2023, 9 in 2024 and 12 this year. While we recognise that some of our members
have important commitments outside Probus, we do need some recent members to setup in
2026 to fulfil leadership roles. Fresh eyes with new ideas are essential for us the maintain the
spirit of a vibrant club. If you have the ability and time, please consider this as an invitation to
contribute by contacting me or any member of the management committee.



While writing this message I have just learned of the untimely death of Anne St George
following an unsuccessful brain tumour operation recently. Anne was inducted into the club in
June 2022. In her short four years as a member, she made a valuable contribution as catering
manager for two years and as a member of our visits sub-committee. This time last year she
was organising our Christmas lunch. She will be much missed by us all. I have sent the
condolences of the club to her two children and have received a very gracious reply.

The Christmas season is fast approaching. I trust that you are able to spend quality time with
family and friends. Please reach out if you are lonely and in need of companionship at this
important time. We could try to organise a special social function if there was a demand. [ am
available to help.

Valerie and I extend my very best wishes to you all for a most enjoyable festive season. Our
first meeting in 2026 will be in February.

Frank Larkins,
President, Probus Club of Port Phillip.

A new member inducted into the Port Phillip

Probus Club — Dr. Jean Clark

f — Although not exactly new to the Club, as she
‘ has been to many meetings with her husband
Paul, Jean was inducted as a full member at
the November Meeting of the Port Phillip
Probus Club.

Jean has a D.Phil. (Oxon) in Theoretical
Spectroscopy, was head of the Department of
Physics at Melbourne State College, owner of
a franchise of Solahart in Rockhampton and
has taught at Scotch College in Melbourne.

Jean’s other interests include rowing,

Jean is pictured being presented with
her membership by the President Frank
Larkins

gardening and walking




Emergency Contacts

The Management Committee of the club has recently endorsed a policy on the implementation
of a voluntary emergency contacts list for members. The full policy will be posted on the
Probus Port Phillip website in early December.

The emergency contacts form is now available on the website by going
to https://www.probusportphillip.org.au/contact-8.

The purpose of this form is to enable club members to voluntarily list emergency contacts. Up
to two emergency contacts can be listed by each member. When members are attending an
event organised by the Port Phillip Probus Club and, in the unlikely event that a serious medical
event or injury arises, the event organiser will attempt to contact an Emergency Contact person
as listed by the member.

Access to the emergency contact list will be restricted to authorised persons as per the
Member’s Emergency Contact Details Policy i.e. organisers of Probus events, the Webmaster,
the President, the Secretary and the convenor of the Membership Sub-Committee.

What happens to my entry? The captured data is immediately transferred from the website as
an email to the webmaster and is then loaded on to an Excel spreadsheet. The raw data does
not remain on the website and therefore cannot be hacked.

For further information contact Vaughan Beck Ph 0418 362 792 E: vbeck@bigpond.com

or Adrian Farrell E: adrianfarrell33(@gmail.com

Access our club website from anywhere in the world, at any time.

https://www.probusportphillip.org.au/ Adrian Farrell - Webmaster

ACTING ALMONER

Members who wish to inform the Club of the illness of themselves or of others,
please contact;

lan Webb telephone 03 98986297, or e-mail: iwebb9898b@gmail.com
Mob 0427 318 348
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Speaker for the December Meeting — Mr Phillip Thomas

Phillip Thomas is Chairman and Treasurer of
the Toorak Op Shop where he has been a
volunteer for 4 years.

He will be giving a presentation about the
history and operation of the shop and its
relationship with the wider community

Colin Adam Speakers’ Co-ordinator Ph Tel: 9889 4774 Mob: 0418 483 13
Email: cmadam@bigpond.com

2026 Mini Getaway — Cobram RACV Resort — March 15 — 18,

As of midday on Wednesday 26th Nov we have confirmation of 13 bookings for Cabins or
sites at RACV Cobram. We want to encourage those of you who are still thinking about it to
make a booking, recognising that if your schedule changes closer to the event you are able to
cancel at no cost which is one of the beauties of the RACV. As previously advised, we will be
providing further details of planned and optional activities closer to the event, but the planning
objective is to avoid jam packing the days

. Don McAllister Ph; 0409 967 208 ; Email; domca@bigpond.com

Miles Piece Ph; 0429 359 832; Email milwen@ozemail.com.au
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Christmas Catering: December 9 Meeting

Meeting, Lunch & Tea/Coffee $60 PP- Meeting & Tea/Coffee $10

Tea/Coffee available pre and mid meeting.

Christmas Lunch Menu

Main Course
Roasted turkey breast, sage and apricot stuffing, baked glazed ham, petite Yorkshire
puddings, roasted vegetables and cranberry Jus

Dessert:
Individual Christmas pudding, brandy infused Anglaise, macerated berries and holy

Booking Arrangements: Please contact me (Jim Studebaker) on 0413 304 864 or
wijstudebaker48@gmail.com if you wish to attend lunch or just the meeting on December

9™ Booking (and payment) must be made no later than 5 pm Thursday December 4th.

Payment arrangements: Payments by direct credit to the club's bank preferred. For the NEXT
meeting, payment must be cleared into the Club's account no later than 5 pm December 4th
and make sure your name is included on the transfer. Please DO NOT pay before the 1st of the
month. NB Note Christmas lunch is $60

A/C name: “Probus Club of Port Phillip”’, BSB: 033 058, A/C NO 750921

If paying by cash or cheque, please place in an envelope clearly marked Lunch or Tea/Coffee
and show your name and those of your attendees. The correct amount must be tendered as no
change is given. Envelopes need to be prepared before arrival. Everyone who has paid will be
given a table number and can request one for a guest.

Jim Studebaker - Catering Officer Ph 0413 304 864
wistudebaker48@gmail.com
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Report of the Getaway Lakes Entrance November 2025
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David Holdmg, from the Bull

ock Island Boatyard in Lakes Entrance took this photb.

We were very lucky with the weather during the 2025 Getaway to Lakes Entrance. Although
it rained heavily on the Monday we were able to board our coach before the rain came. We
enjoyed lunch in the very pleasant surroundings of the Warragul Country Club. This was
followed by a most interesting talk at the Ellinbank Smart Farm where they undertake dairy
research, as well as run a commercial farm.

The accommodation at the Bellevue and the meals at the attached Albert and Co. dining area
were of a high standard so we were easily able to relax. On Tuesday there was a luncheon
cruise to Metung with perfect weather. Then on Thursday we took a cruise in the morning to
see Paynesville. Seals and birdlife were abundant on both cruises.

On Wednesday we all took the coach to the Aboriginal Gallery and Bush Cafe nearby, then a
tour and cut-lunch at the historic Nyerimilang Homestead. Following a scenic drive we were
treated to a very different and informative talk by Ken Eckersley at his Nicholson River winery
accompanied by platters Juliet had prepared.

The Special Dinner was held at the Wyanga Winery 20 minutes from Lakes Entrance and with
great food and wine we were treated to a wonderful performance by the Nowa Nowa men’s
choir (our donation went to a local palliative care charity).
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The Nowa Nowa Men’s Choir who featured at the Special Dinner.
Friday saw us head back to Kew via the Gippsland Art Gallery in Sale, featuring some amazing

artworks and a sandwich lunch. We then stopped briefly at Jack Vine Lookout to see the vast
Loy Yang brown coal open cut mine.

Once again we were lucky with the weather as we disembarked from the coach. We would
like to thank all those who participated in the Getaway and made our coordination most

enjoyable and stress free.

Colin and Susan Palethorpe — Getaway Organisers Email cpaletho@bigpond.net.au

The visit to the Gippsland Art Gallery, Sale
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More Photos from the Lakes Entrance Getaway

East Gippsland Wild life

Lunch at the Nyerimilang Homestead



Jack Vine’s Lookout over the Loy Yang coal field on the way back to Melbourne:
Colin and Susan almost ready to relax.

Thanks to Neil Pearce and Ursula Tursky for the use of their photos.

Other photos of the Getaway will be posted on the Probus Club of Port Phillip
web site - https://www.probusportphillip.org.au/
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February 2026 Visit — Rippon Lea Gardens

The next Visit is on 17th February 2026. We will
have a tour of the garden at Rippon Lea starting at
10.30. The cost has not yet been finalised but I will
let you know in the February Newsletter. I will need
to know the numbers by the Probus meeting on
February 10. There will be a signup sheet at the desk.
If the weather is fine we would have a picnic lunch
in the grounds.

Susan Harraway Visits Coordinator — Ph 0447 941 963 susanrlharraway@gmail.com

Coffee and Conversation

There is no Coffee and Conversation in December

The next Coffee and Conversation will be on February 24 2026
Further information in the February 2026 Newsletter

Allan Brownrigg, C & C Coordinator: Ph 0420 401 310 or 03 9193 7785

ambrownrigg@optusnet.com.au

Newsletter Editor — Graham Marshall
Mob: 0408 308 382 Email graham.marshall8@icloud.com
Please send copy for the next newsletter to Graham
Closing date for the February 2026 Newsletter is: am — Wednesday, January 28"

The next Probus Meeting and Lunch is on Tuesday February 10, 2026
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